- \ 


I ^ 

% 


Sj.  V%/ 


Lc.t795l 


0 


Digitized,  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28756381 


AN-MIDWIFERY 

* 

DISSECTED; 

' ■ OR,  THE 

' ' t ' t 

■ "•/ 

•»  f 

OBSTETRIC  FAMI LY-INSTRUCTOR 


Piice  Three  Si’.illing  and  Sixpence. 


JL  TVt: 


cf-a  mw^  discover'd  amruci^not Known  in  Miron's  time;  fora  mvref  dlcUfcriptiun ^this  J\lonst£r,  str 
an  is^enious  hook , Usiel^  p^nhkhd . firue  s/fi- , entillefl , 2€an-JS£idwifery  dfjectod.  contaihinj/  a varieti^  (f 
well  ftutkenticated  cases,  elaoi^i^  ^ animals  Pro^nsitks  to  cruelly  I indecency , sold  hy  tla  puhUsler 
oj this  Fried,  wh^ fvesenttd the ,dathor  with  tJualcvc/or  c^cntisydcc  to  hzs  Book. 


/ 


MAN-MIDWIFERY 


DISSECTED; 

OR,  THE 

Obftetric  F amily-In ftni clor . 


FOR  THE  tISE  OF 

MARRIED  COUPLES, 


ANJ> 

SINGLE  ADULTS  OF  BOTH  SEXES. 

CONTAIXING 

Dlfplay  of  the  Management  of  every  Clafs  of  Labours  and 

Bvy~Tci\dfzoi'ves  ^ alfo  of  their  cuiniing,  indecent,  and  ciuci  i ia£licc&* 
Inftrudtions  to  Kuibandij  how  to  counteradt  them.  ^ A 1 lan  for  ^ 
the  complete  Inftrudtionot  Women  who  poficfs  promiling  d alcnta, 
in  order  to  luperfede  Male-pratlice.  Various  Arguments  and 
Quotations,  proving,  that  Man-m.dwifery  is  a perfonal,  a do- 
ineffic,  and  a national  Evil. 

'IN  FOURTEEN  LETTERS. 

addressed  to 

A LEX.  HAMILTON, M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  E d i n b u r g n . 

CERTAI  N DOCTRI  NES  CONTAINED  IN  HIS  LETTERS 

To  Dr.  W.  OSBORN. 


BY  JOHN  BLUNT, 

FORMERLY" 

A STUDENT  UNDER  DIFFERENT  TEACHERS,  BUT 
NOT  A PRACTITIONER  OF  THE  ART. 

Truft  not  yourfelves,  but  the  truth  to  know. 

Make  ufe  of  ev’ry  friend,  and  cv’ry  foea  PopEo 


LONDON: 

PUBLISHED  FOR  THE  .-\UTHOR,  BY  S.  W.  FORES,  NO.  3, 
PICCADILLY;  AND  TO  BE  H.\D  OF  ALL  THE 
BOOKSELLERS  IN  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY* 


Introdu6lory  Preface^ 


JT  is  generally  believed,  that  mid* 
wifery  was  totally  in  the  hands  of 
women  from  the  creation  to  the  deluge, 
as  the  firft  facrcd  hiftorian  has  recorded 
feveral  cafes,  managed  by  midwives,  as 
foon  as  the  earth  was  re-peopled ; 
particularly  the  birth  of  the  twins 
Ejau  and  Jacob,  and  Phare z and  Zarah. 

hi  or  does  it  appear,  that  men  prac- 
tiled  the  art  in  the  during  two 
thoufand  years  after  the  flood,  as  there 
is  no  fuch  account  in  either  the  Old 
or  Nezo  Tejlament.  And  why  is  the 
pra6lice  of  women,  and  not  of  men, 
recorded  ? It  is  certainly  intended  as 

t/ 

^ 3 an. 


( Vi  ) 

an  example,  which  ought  to  be  followed 
by  all  Chriflian  nations.  This  may 
feem  to  be  an  enthuhaftic  idea ; thofe 
who  think  fo,  are  at  liberty  to  reject  it; 
I (hall  offer  other  arg^uments  ap’ainfl 
male-midwifery,  which  may  appear 
more  potent  to  them. 

It  is  very  hrange,  however,  that 
male-pra6lice  is  encouraged  among 
Chriflians  only,  while  nations  whofe 
foie  guide  herein  is  the  light  of  reafon, 
have  never  tolerated  it ; for  the  Athe- 
nian doftors  could  not  fucceed,  as  fe- 
veral  women  died  in  labour,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  pafs  under  their  hands ; and  it 
does  not  appear  that  men  ever  praflifed 
the  art  (in  natural  cafes)  till  the  latter 
end  of  the  fixteenth  century,  when  the 
lurgeons,  at  Paris,  contrived  to  get  fre- 
quent accefs  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  where 
they  obtained  a better  knowledge  of  tlie 
art,  than  their  predeceffors  had.  But 
in  Germany  the  men  attempted  in  vain 
to  pra6life  midwifery,  for  the  women 

were 
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were  then  too  fliy  of  them,  to  fall  in 
with  their  fcheme. 

^ Daventer’  (fays  Dr.  Smellic)  ‘ prac- 
‘ tifed  at  Dort,  in  Holland ; and  in 
^ 1701  publilhed  a book  on  midwifery. 
^ He  was  feldom  called  except  in  dif- 
‘ ficult  cafes.’  So  we  fee,  the  Dutch  wo- 
men would  not  fubmit  to  men  in  na- 
tural labours. 

From  the  levity  and  verfatility  of 
French  women,  we  need  not  wonder 
that  they  were  the  firft  to  admit  male- 
praftice:  as  to  French  hufbands, 

Sterne,  and  others  who  have  delineated 
their  charafter,  fhew  us,  that  they  are 
too  polite  to  take  notice  of  their  wives’ 
intercourfe  with  other  men,  provided 
it  be  not  of  a criminal  nature.  By 
degrees  man-midwifery  reached  this 
country,  where  it  now  appears  in  its 
zenith. 

Atfirft  men  were  confined  to  their  pro- 
per fphere ; like  Daventer,  in  Holland, 
they  were  feldom  called  in  but  on  dif- 

A 4 ficult 


ficult  occalions ; and  juftice  requires 
us  to  acknowledge,  that  they  often 
happily  terminated  labours  which  wo- 
men could  not  manage,  efpecially 
after  the  forceps  were  made  public,  in 
the  year  1733. 

This  extraordinary  male  aid  caufed 
the  lefs  modeft  females  to  engage  men 
to  deliver  them  in  common  labours, 
notwithftanding  their  friends’  remon- 
ftrances ; but  men  beln2[  awkward 
herein,  they  \rent  to  Paris  to  ftudy 
this  bufinefs,  under  men  who  taught 
it  there  about  half  a century  ago. 

Great  mifchief,  however,  has  been 
done  fince  man-midwifery  become  ge- 
neral,' owing  to  the  ignorance  and  im- 
patience of  thofe  profelfors  who  erro- 
neoufly  imagined,  their  inllruments  mujt 
be  ufed  on  all  occafions,  -wThether  tlie 
labours  were  natural  or  difficult,  which 
I (hall  hereafter  prove. 

About  a century  ago,  an  infirument 
. was  invented  in  Holland,  for  the  pur- 

pofe 
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pofe  of  forcing  the  birth  in  natural  (but 
tedious)  labours,  and  favingthe  doftor's 
time  ; but  unfortunately  it  has  done  ^ 
great  mifchief,  even  in  JkilJul  hands^ 
fometimes  wounding  the  mother,  other 

times  the  child,  or  perhaps  both. 

Notwithftanding,  as  it  was  ufedwith' 

great  fecrecy,  the  caiij^e  of  the  mifchief 
was  kept  fecret  alfo*. 

This  inftrument  reached  England^ 
where  a wide  field  was  opened  for  its 
dandejiine  ufe,  owing  to  the  artifices  of 
male-midv/ives,  wdio  contrived  (by  the 
affiftance  of  nurfes,  whom  they  did 
not  fail  to  reward)  to  make  hulbands. 
believe,  that  it  was  more  indecent  for 
themio  be  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  their 
wives,  than  forjlrange  men  to  afiift  there- 
at ; fo  that  by  keeping  men  in  igno- 
rance of  what  they  did^  and  by  telling 
women,  that  the  mifchief  done  was 
owing  to  the  original  difficulty  of  the 
cafe,  v/hen  there  was  no  difficulty,  but 
that  which  nature  would  have  over- 
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come,  had  they  patiently  M’aited  her 
time  ; I fay,  by  this  fcheme,  they  have 
brought  that  dcftru6Hve  inftrument, 
the  vcdis  or  Uver^  into  almofl  general 
life. 

Several  authors  have  lately  written 
in  favour  of  it^  among  whom  is  Dr. 
Denman ; and  Dr.„  Lowder  having 
altered  the  form  of  it  a little,  recom- 
mended it  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  junior,  of 
Edinburgh  ; two  other  eminent  ac- 
coucheurs, in  this  metropolis,,  are  edfo 
ufing  and  recommending  it  under  iheir 
peculiar  form,  and  the  makers  thereof 
fay,  they  fell  a great  many  levers. 

Dr.  Ofborn  having  frequently  wit- 
neffed  the  dreadful  efletls  of  ufing  the 
veflis,  by  being  called  to  attend  wo- 
men who  had  been  torn  by  it,  very 
humanely  publifhed  feveral  effays, about 
fix  months  fince,  with  a defign  to  check 
this  fecrct  mifchief,  to  which  men  are  fo 
irrefiltibly  tempted,  on  account  of  hav- 
ing their  own  time,  and  the  certainty 
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of  hafbands  being  unable  to  difcover 
the  real  caule  thereof,  fo  that  their 
own  charafter  cannot  fuffer  by  it.^ 

/ Itis  eafy  to  imagine,  that  Dr.  Ofborn  s 
arguments,  ftrengthened  by  fa£ls^  to 
prove  the  mifehief  real,  ought  to  have  a 
fufficient  influence  on  the  minds  of  his 
obftetric  brethren;  and  when  I read  his 
book,  I expdted  they  would  have  this* 
effetl: ; but  to  my  utter  aftonilhment,.  his 
work  has  been  anfwered  by  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton, of  Edinburgh,  who  fays,  his  [on  is> 
about  to  make  the  advantages  of  Dr^ 
Lowders  Lever  publicly  known.^ 

I know  of  no  advantage  which  this’^ 
lever  pofl'efl'es  over  otherSj  except  the 
folding  joint,  which  renders  it  more’ 
commodious,  for  the  pocket,  and  (of 
courfej  more fecret  'm  its  application;? 
for  Dr.  Hamilton  has>  only  publilhed^ 
ONE  fuccefsful  cafe  wherein  his  fon 
ufed  it,  and  confefled  that  he  bruifedthe 
child’s  head  with  it,  though  it  was  after- 
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V^'ards  flill-born  by  the  natural  pains 
alone. 

My  principal  aim  in  this  work  is  to 
add  my  efforts  to  thofe  of  Dr.  Ofbonij 
to  put  a flop  to  the  fecret  ufe  of  this 
convenient  inftrument ; and  fince  Dr^ 
Ofborn’s  addrefs  to  male  operators  alone 
has  no  etl'e6l  for  that  purpofe,  I fnali 
purfue  a different  plan.  Dr.  Smellie 
blames  his  predeceffors  for  fuppreffing 
their  unfuccefsful  cafes,  and  profeffedly 
publillied  his  two  volumes  of  cafes,, 
as  beacons  to  warn  other  praftitioners. 
againil  the  fame  dangers.  I alfo  flialt 
hold  up  various  cafes  as  beacons,  not 
to  warn  thofe  who  have  fhunned  Dr, 
Smellie’s  and  Dr.  Ofborns  beacons,, 
but  to  warn  married  couples  and  fingle 
adults,  bow  to  avoid  the  lame  danger- 
ous and  fatal  treatment ; I fhali  fliew 
hov7  hufbands  may  infallibly  pre- 
vent the  tearing  of  their  wives,  and  the 
cutting  of  their  children,  by  this  inftru- 
ment^ 

More- 
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Moreover,  as  it  is  now  become  quite 
proper  ( through  the  fanclion  of  cuflom ) 
for  women  to  be  unneceffarily  handled 
by  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  inftead  of 
their  own  fcx,  I (hall  enquire,  how  far 
it  is  confiltent  with  female  modefty,  and 
with  the  good  fenfe  of  hulbands  ; at 
the  fame  time,  I widi  to  make  every 
proper  allowance  to  thofe  who,  owing 
to  their  ignorance  of  parturition,  have 
been  perfuaded  that  men  are  (afer  than 
fkilful  women. 

I fhall  alfo  take  notice,  of  the  mifchief 
done  by  ignorant  and  cruel  male  opera- 
tors, and  likewife  of  the  new-fangled 
obftetric  butchery  lately  invented  at 
Paris,  and  the  refult  thereof.  I dial  I 
alfo  give  the  outlines  of  a plan,  for  the 
proper  education  of  a fufficient  number 
of  decent  women,  to  fuperlede  male- 
praclice  in  natural  labours,  and  thus 
entirely,  prevent  the  needlefs  ufe  of 
dellruftive  infiruments,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  low,  illiterate,  and  half-inllru6fed 

females. 
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females,  whofe  obfletric  ignorance  is' 
inexcufable,  and  whofe  vulcrar  and 
dilgullful  deportment  caufes  genteel  wo- 
men (very  jullly)  to  reje6f  their  fervices. 
As  I do  not  wifh  to  injure  any  indi- 
vidual in  his  praftice,  I fhall  carefully 
avoid  perfonality,  in  reciting  cafes 
which  have  been  publifhed;  I believe 
thofe  who  know  me,  will  not  doubt  the 
truth  of  them  upon- my  authority  only, 
I intend  to  make  the  table  of 
CONTENTS  rather  prolix,,  in  order  that 
the  book  may  be  rendered  more  ufeful 
to  families  ;,  and  ! defign  to  print  it  the 
fize  of  a pocket  volume,  that  it  may  be 
a portable  companion  for  the  rich,  and 
not  too  expenfive  for  the  poor,,  who^ 
may  need  its  direftions. 

Many  women  may  be*  ready  to  fay^. 
I have  a good  opinion  of  my  midwife- 
doflor,  both  as.  to  modeffy  and  hu- 
manity, therefore  I need  not  exercife 
the  cautions  recommended  inthi  book. 
But  let  it  be  remembered,  people  da 

not 
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not  a6l  thus  in  the  common  affairs  of 

I 

life.  We  do  not  neglefl  to  infure  our 
houfes,  furniture,  &c.  though  we  may 
have  lived  fifty  years  in  the  world, 
without  being  alarmed  by  fire.  Having 
feen  or  heard  of  one  at  a diftance, 
we  are  prompted  to  the  exercife  of 
caution,  not  knowing  how  foon  we 
may  be  vifited  with  fuch  a difafter. 
Let  the  fame  conduft'  be  purfued  by  all 
who  employ  ??zr?2-mid wives,  and  we 
fhall  not  hear  of  fomuch  mifchief  being 
done  by  their  needlefs  infiruments  ; nor 
of  their  behaving  fo  indecently  as  many 
of  them  have  done. 

Thofe  pufillanimous  bufbands  who 
feel  themfelves  overborne  I y cuftom, 
and  cannot  niufler  up  refolution  enoiuj'h 
to  protect  their  wives’  perfons  from 
injury  and  infult,  may  be  compared  to  a 
captainwho  quits  the  fhip  (whereof  he  is 
the  foie  owner)  oi  t oicon  plm.ei.ttohis 
pilot.  Moreover,  if  wives  be  bettev 
JaLisfied  with  the  liberties  which  men- 

midwives 
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mldwives  take  with  them  behind  Iheir 
hufbands’  backs,  than  if  it  were  done 
before  their  faces,  it  is  no  bufinefs  of 
mine,  provided  their  hufbands  be  per^ 
feclly  fatisfied  therewith  ; but  as  I have 
many  doubts  hereof,  I (hall,  now  and 
then,  touch  on  the  impropriety  of  per^ 
mitiing  thefe  fly  touches. 

I am  aware  that  many  male-mid- 
wives  will  rail  at  this  book,  though 
every  mal-praftice  which  it  cenfures,. 
is  recorded  in  the  writings  of  their  bre- 
thren ; but  unfortunately,  they  have' 
not  been  perufed  by  many  private  fa- 
milies. The  public  may  be  affured, 
that  thefe  railers  at  the  truth  are  the* 
very  men,  whole  features  are  exhibited- 
^ in  this  mirror ; and  that  they  quarrel 
with  it,  becaufe  it  is  too  faithful  to? 
flatter  thenir 

Let  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  rea^ 

o 

Jon  to  be  difpleafed  with  this  book,, 
anfwer  it  publicly  ; if  they  only  calum^ 
niate  it  privately,  they  will  ftrengthcn 

my 
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my  arguments^  by  fhewing,  that  theirs 
are  too  feeble  to  withftand  public  in- 
veftiofation. 

o 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  affert,  that  there 
are  no  modell  and  humane  accou- 
cheurs ; but  I am  fure^  fuch  will  own^ 
that  hufbands  ought  to  infpeft  the  fer- 
vices  of  ALL,  for  they  know  there  are 
too  many  who  need  it : if  all  be  alike 
guarded  againft,  none  can  deem  it  an 
offence. 

I have  often  been  furprifed,  that  the 
wives  of  accoucheurs  are, contented  to 
let  their  hufbands  attend  fo  many  wo- 
men, when  there  is  no  difficulty  in  their 
labours  to  require  male  fervice  ; more 
efpecially  as  they  fo  repeatedly  deliver 
fome  who  have  good  labours,  that  their 
perfons  muff  become  very  familiar  to 
them. 

However,  I fliall  not  fay  more  on  this 
particular, but  leave  it  to  the  decifion  of 
thole  whom  it  concerns  more  nearly 
than  myfelf. 


I hope 
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I hope  the  following  letters  will  tend 
to  promote  modefly  among  the  fair  fex 
ill  general,  and  the  fafety  and  comfort  of 
mothers  and  children,  as  well  as  peace- 
in  families,  by  fuperfeding  the  unnecef- 
fary  praftice  of  males  in  common  mid- 
wifery, and  by  ttirring  up  hufbands  to 
watch  their  operations,  when  there  is  a 
neceffity  for  their  fervices,  either  on 
account  of  difficulty  in  the  cafe,  or  of 
the  impoffibility  of  obtaining  a fkilful 
midwife. 

Much  will  doubtlefs  be  faid,  on 
the  impropriety  of  making  families  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  parturition. 

• Yes,  and  mercenary  apothecaries  have 
depreciated  Dr.  Buchan's  Domeltic 
Medicine  ; but  their  malignity  docs  not 
leffen  the  merits  of  that  invaluable 
work,  any  more  than  his  duty  to  pro- 
mote the  fale  of  it. 

He  has  amply  proved,  that  every 
human  being  ffiould  know  enough  of 

medicine,  to  be  rendered  uleful  to  him- 

felf 
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felf  and  others  on  particular  occafions, 
and  that  fuch  knowledge  does  neither 
qualify  all  men  for  phylicians,  or  fuper- 
lede  the  practice  of  thofe  who  profefs 
the  art  of  phyfic,  any  more  than  the 
lludy  of  religion  by  families  interferes 
with  the  duties  of  the  clergy. 

If  this  argument  hold  good  with  re- 
fpeft  to  medicine  in  general,  how  much 
more  as  to  midwifery  ? Cannot  every 
mother  underhand  enough  of  it  to  con- 
du6l  herfelf  during  pregnancy  and 
lying-in,  or  to  be  ufeful  to  others  in 
cafes  of  emergency,  without  becoming 
a profeffed  midwife?  Cannot  hufbands 
know  how  to  jud.o^e  when  their  wives 
are  treated  decently  and  tenderly,  with- 
out turning  pratlitioners  ? Families 
have  been  kept  in  fuch  extreme  igno- 
rance refpefting  parturition,  that  as 
foon  as  a woman  falls  in  labour,  the 
whole  houfe  is  in  confufion,  fuppofing 
the  delivery  depends  on  the  prefence  of 
the  operator  ; one  runs  this  way,  ano- 
ther 
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tlier  that,  and  at  this  time  (above  every 
other)  when  all  fliould  poffefs  their 
fober  fenfes,  and  know  what  ought  to 
be  done,  they  are  all  diftrafled,  and  are 
incapable  of  doing  any  thing  but  mif' 
chief. 

And  is  it  more  incumbent  on  us  to 
teach  our  daus^hters  to  underhand  the 
fulfome  flattery  of  a Frenchman  ; to 
fhine  in  a ball-room  fo  as  to  attraft  the* 
attention  of  a feducer ; or  to  play  an' 
Italian  air  on  the  harpfichord  ? I fay, 
is  it  more  incumbent  on  us  to  teach: 
them  thel'e  things,  than  how  to  pre- 
ferve  their  own  life  and  health,  or  to 
adminifler  aid  and  comfort  to  a female 
friend  in  labour,  when  profeffional 
help  cannot  be  obtained  in  due  time  ? 
On  the  contrary,  I hope  this  feeble  eh 
fort  of  mine,  will  fet  an  abler  pen  to 
work  ; and  that  an  extensive  treatife 
on  domeftic  midwifery,  adapted  to  fa- 
mily life,  by  being  free  from  technical 
ambiguity,  will  ere  long  be  publilhed. 


( ) 

.as  an  appendix  to  the  domeftic  medi- 
cine. • 

French,  dancing,  and  mufic  are  (by 
many)  deemed  proper  embellifhments 
for  all  who  can  afford  to  learn  tliem ; 
but  the  importance  of  thefe  vaniflies, 
when  compared  with  having  the  life, 

or  promoting  the  comfort,  of  one  hu- 
man beinof. 

He  muff  be  a mifanthropift  indeed, 
who  would  not  wifh  all  to  fludy  the 
means  for  recovering  drowned  perfons ; 
how  much  more  he  who  would  oppofe 
the  diffufing  of  obftetric  knowledge 
among  families  ? as  occafions  for  the 
•Cxercife  of  this  knowledge  occur  very 
frequently,  while  the  means  for  recover- 
ing drowned  perfons  are  (comparative- 
ly) feldom  called  into  ufe. 

Notwithftanding  our  literary  advan- 
tages are  far  fuperior  to  thole  of  former 
ages,  mothers  are  yet  very  ignorant  of 
the  nature  of  child-bearing,  which  con- 
cerns them  more  nearly  than  any  other 

know- 
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V 

knowledge:  this  ignorance  is,  partly 
owing  to  their  inability  to  comprehend 
the  technical  and  anatomical  terms, 
contained  in  the  treatifes  of  midwifery 
which  have  been  publiflied.  The  fol- 
lowing flieets  I hope,  will  (in  a meafure) 
remove  that  difficulty. 

Another  reafon  of  their  ignorance 
of  themfelves  is,  a miflaken  idea,  that 
the  theory  of  midwifery  requires  a great 
deal  of  ftudy,  when  plainly  taught ; 
whereas  the  principal  bufinefs  of  a mid- 
wife in  natural  labours  (which  happen 
uptimes  in  loo)  is  only  to  prefs  the 
-palm  of  her  left  hand  againft  the  peri- 
nseum  * during  the  birth  ; which  will 
be  proved  in  the  firll  part  of  this  work. 

Though,  this  is  really  true,  I do  not 
affert  it  as  an  apology  for  the  ignorance 
of  fome  midwnves  ; on  the  contrary,  I 

ffiall 


* The  external  fl<.m  betwixt  the  two  thighs,  and  which 
feparates  the  vagina  (or  internal  part  of  the  female  privi- 
ties) from  the  anus  or  lund  uiient;  making  a kind  of 
bridge  or  iithmus,  between  the  two  orihces. 
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faall  hereafter  fliew,  that  they  ought  not 
to  praflife  till  they  can  manage  preter- 
natural cafes,  as  nature  does  not  always 
purfue  her  ufual  procefs. 

I wifh  thefe  few  hints  may  have  their 
due  elfeft,  on  thofe  women  who  have 
courage  and  good  fenfe  enough  to 
think  for  themfelves,  and  will  not  be 
flaves  to  popular  abfurdity,  and  inte- 
relied  fophiftry  ; I fhall  conclude  this 
introduction  nearly  in  the  words  of 

Dr.  Buchan 

/ 

‘ As  matters  Rand  at  prerent,  it  is 
‘ eafier  to  cheat  a woman  out  of  her  life 
^ than  of  a fliillingjand  almoll  im'pofiible 
‘ either  to  deteft  or  punifh  the  offender. 

Notwithflanding  this,  people  ftill  flrut 
^ their  eyes,  and  take  every  thing  upon 
trufl  that  IS  done  b^any  pretender 
^ to  midwifery^  without  daring  to  afk-him 
^ a reafon  for  any  part  of  his  condutf. 
Implicit  faith,  every  where  elfe  the 

' objeCl 

Introdu^Uon  to  Dom.  Med.  Ed.  g,  7* 
woids  in  italics  are  altered. 


( XXIV  ) 

objecl  of  ridicule,  is  flill  facred  here. 
Many  of  the  faculty  are,  no  doubt, 
worthy  of  all  the  confidence  that  can 
be  repofed  in  them ; but  as  this  can 
never  be  the  character  of  every  in- 
dividual in  any  profelfion,  it  would 
certainly  be  for  the  fafety,  as  well  as 
the  honour  of  women,  to  have  fome 
check  upon  the  conduft  of  thofe  to 
v/hom  they  intrult  fo  valuable  a trea« 
fure/ 
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MAN-MIDWIFERY,  &c. 


Letters  to  Alex.  Hamilton,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

Edinburgh. 


O make  ufe  of  your  own  words,  ^ 1 


^ (liould  have  felt  the  utmoll:  reluftancc 
^ to  have  troubled  yourfelf  or  the  world  with 
this  correfpondence,  had  perfonal  contro- 
‘ verfy  been  the  objeft  in  view. 

But  as  the  fubjefts  on  which  our  fenti- 
^ ments  differ,  are  of  the  utmoft  importance 
^ to  the  interefts  of  humanity,  I confider  it 
^ incumbent  on  me,  from  the  duty  I owe  to 
‘ the  public,  to  explain  fully  my  ideas  on 
^ thefe  fubjefts  ; and  I fhould  have  held  my- 
^ felf  culpable  in  the  higheft  degree,  if  I had 

* not,  by  this  attempt,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
‘ vent  the  general  adoption  of  all  your 

* principles.* 


LETTER  I 


SIR, 


* 111 
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^ In  the  courfe  of  this  corrcfpoiulence,  I 
^ fliall/ 

ifl.  Briefly  defcribc  the  pelvisj  and  its 
contents. 

2dly,  I will  explain  four  kinds  of  labours. 

3dly.  Enquire  whether  your,  and  your 
brethren’s  mode  of  inflrufting  male-pupils, 
be  confiflent  with  decency. 

4thly.  Shew  whateffefts  are  produced  by 
fuch  an  education. 

5thly.  Enquire  whether  the  praftice  of 
male-midwives  (when  inftruments  are  not 
abfolutely  neceffary)  be  confiflent  with 
fafety. 

6thly,  and  laflly,  I fliall  enquire  why  there 
are  fo  few  good  midwiyes;  offer  a plan  for 
their  better  inflruQion  ; and  prove  that  man- 
midwifery  is  aperfonal,  a domeflic,  and  a nati- 
onal evil.  * In  illuflration  of  my  arguments, 
* I fhall  have  occafion  to  produce  many 

STRIKING* cafes;*  and  I fliall  infert  a few 
fuitable  inferences  and  comments  en paffant^ 
to  fliew  married  couples  how  much  they  are 
impofed  on,  and  how  to  prevent  it  in  future. 

The  firft  two  heads  I am  forry  to  trouble 
YOU  with,  being  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  thofc 

ONLY 
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ONLY  who  have  not  ftudied  midwifery ; as 
you  wdll  perceive,  by  my  care  to  explain,  or 
to  avoid  anatomical  and  technical  terms; 
fo  that  every  attentive  reader,  as  well  as 
accoucheurs,  may  be  able  to  judge  whether 
my  fentiments  be  confonant  with  rcafon  and 
common  fenfe. 

Indeed,  I have  often  thought,  that  adults 
of  both  fexes  ought  to  know  a little  of  mid- 
wifery before  they  marry,  and  I would  much 
rather  put  a decent  fyftem  of  it  into  the 
hands  of  my  children,  than  a novel,  a ro- 
mance, or  a play ; which  frequently  treat 
of  amours,  innocent  feduftions,  &c.  and  thus 
injeft  the  mofl  malignant  poifon  into  the 
minds  of  youth  : whereas  books  which  treat 
of  the  PRACTICE  of  midwifery  on  ly,  are  as 
proper  to  be  read  by  adults,  as  many  parts 
of  the  Mofaic  law  are,  and  will  teach  men 
how  to  judge,  if  their  wives  be  treated  with 
decency  and  propriety  by  their  operators; 
they  will  teach  w^omen  to  be  more  ufeful  to 
each  other  ; and  how  to  conduCl  them- 
selves, fo  as  to  promote  their  own  fafety 
and  comfort  during  geftation,  labour,  and 
lying-in ; they  would  alfo  learn  that  fpinal 

B 2 de- 
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deformity  is  the  caufe  of  difficult  and  fatal 
labours,  which  might  induce  thofe  who  have 
diftorted  pelves  (the  I'pine  projedling  to- 
ward the  Oiare  bone,  owing  to  rickets  in 
childhood,  or  molities  offium  in  a riper 
age},  to  keep  Tingle,  which  might  nearly 
put  an  end  to  the  Caefarean  operation.  I 
believe  alfo,  that  a flight  knowledge  of 
midwifery,  would  take  away  that  fear  of 
death  which  women  generally  have,  when 
their  labour  commences,  and  which  often 
damps  their  courage  and  retards  their  pains. 
And,  what  is  of  the  greatefl  importance,  it 
would  teach  them  that  nature  compleats  the 
delivery,  99  times  in  ico,  and  (of  courfe) 
that  a W(2n-midwife  is  not  wanted  more  than 
once  in  too  labours. 

In  ffiort,  it  as  much  our  duty  to  obtain 
this  knowledge,  as  it  is  to  fludy  the  means 
for  recovering  drowned  perfons. 

In  treating  of  labours,  I ffiall  not  fpeak  of 
them  fcientifically,  as  Natural,  Preternatural, 
Difficult,  and  Complex  : but  I ffiall  follow  a 
whim  of  my  own^  and  divide  them  into  Natu- 
ral, Manual,  Inhrumental,’ and  Fatal;  and 
ffiew  the  operator’s  bufinefs  in  each. 

I do 


' I do  not  Intend  to  enter  into  tlie  difpute 
between  you  and  Dr.  Oftorn,  concerning 
the  Casfarean  operation,  though  I may  have 
occafion  to  mention  it  in  its  proper  place 
but  I fliall  be  more  prolix  refpeQing  Dr\ 
Lowder^s  Lever ^ which  your  fon  is  about  to 
recommend  to  the  males  who  pra£life  mid- 
wifery. 


I have  the  honour  to  bcj 

Siu, 

Your  mofl:  obedient 


London, 
Jan.  3d,  1793. 


Humble  fervant, 

John  Blunt, 


LET- 


w » 


LETTER  IL 


SIR, 

T AGAIN  beg  leave  to  borrow  j’owr  wordsj 
in  order  to  alTure  you,  that  ‘ I fhould 
‘ carefully  fliun  every  perfonal  detail,  did  it 
* afFeQ  myfelf  merely  as  an  individual;  and 
‘ did  I not  wifl:i  to  contribute  my  feeble 
^ efforts,  to  check  the  improper  prafiice 
^ which  has  lately  been  fo  very  prevalent. 

• Swayed  by  thefe  motives  alone,  I pro- 
^ ceed’  to  the  First  head,  namely,  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  pelvis,  and  its  contents,  in 
females.  The  above  apology  might  have 
been  omitted  till  the  third  head  be  difcuffed, 
but  I chofe  to  infert  it  now,  lefl  I fiiould 
then  forget  it.  The  pelvis  is  an  (almofl) 
cylindrical  bone,  whereby  the  trunk  is  joined 
to  the  lower  extremities ; of  courfq  every 
child  mull  pafs  through  it  in  the  birth. 

It  is  compofed  of  the  fliare  bone  (a)  before, 
the  rump  and  the  lower  part  of  the  back- 
bone (b)  behind,  and  the  hip  and  flank 
bones  (c)  laterally- 

Thefe 

(a)  Pubes,  (b)  Coccyx  and  Sacrum,  (c)  ifehium  and  Ilium. 


Thefe  are  furrounded  by  ftrong  ligamenlS5 
fo  as  to  prevent  the  facro-iliac  joints  from 
giving  way,  when  a great  weight  is  put  on 
the  flioulders. 

The  rump  bone  in  young  and  middle-aged 
fubjefts  moves  ~ of  an  inch  backward,  when 
the  faeces  are  expelled ; but  fometimes  is 
anchilofed  with  the  facrum,  and  lofes  its  mo- 
bility, in  women  who  marry  late  in  life;  fo 
that  the  birth  of  ,^at  leaftj  the  firlt:  child  is 
rendered  more  lingering,  if  not  more  diffi- 
cult ; but  they  are  feldom  in  danger  on  this 
account,  as  the  child’s  head  generally  forces 
the  os  coccygis  (dj  backward  in  its  paffage, 
and  then  the  pelvis  is  enlarged  to  its  natu- 
ral fizc,  and  the  difficulty  is  removed. 

The  two  pubis  bones  are  joined  together 
before  by  cartilage  (ej,  and  this  inarticulate 
junction  is  cMtd  Jjmpkyfis  pubis.  I am  alfo 
aware  that  the  foetal  pelvis  is  not  fo  com- 
pletely offified  as  the  adult  pelvis,  which  has 
- been  deferibed ; but  that  circumltance  has 
very  little  to  do  with  midwifery. 

^ 4 ' The 


(d)  Rump-bone,  (e)  GrilUe. 
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The  pelvis  is  more  iliallow  at  the  pubes 
than  elfewhere,  which  defe6l  beneath  is  call- 
ed the  arch  pubis.  The  upper  aperture  of 
the  pelvis  is  called  its  brim,  and  the  lower 
aperture,  its  outlet.  I fhall  not  defcribe  its 
diameters,  axis,  and  minute  points  ; thefe 
havinjT  nothinsr  to  do  with  the  defio-n  of  this' 

o o o 

publication. 

The  pelvis  is  partly  vertical  and  partly 
horizontal,  inclining  forward.  The  facrum 
is  joined  to  the  lumbar  vertebrae  (f),  and_ 
in  ricketty  children  they  often  projc6l  in- 
ward too  near  to  the  fliare  bone,  owing  to 
weaknefs,  which  leifens  the  upper  aperture 
of  the  pelvis,  and  (of  courfe)  renders  labour 
more  or  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  deformity;  the  natural  progrefs 
of  the  child  being  impeded  thereby.  Thefe 
are  called  diflorted  or  deformed  pelves. 

The  female  pelvis  contains,  the  bladder 
before,  and  alfo  the  urethra  (g),  which  lies 
cxaQly  within  the  fymphyfis  pubis ; the  ute- 
rus (h)  in  the  middle  ; and  the  return  (i) 

behind. 

The 

(f ) Spine  of  the  loins,  (g)  Water  paflage. 

(hj  Womb,  (i)  Loweft  gut. 


The  fliape  of  the  womb  refembles  a large 
pear  a little  flattened  ; and  becomes  more 
globular  as  the  foetus  grows.  The  upper 
and  largefl:  part  of  it  is  called  fundus  uteri  ; 
the  lower  and  fmaller  part,  cervix  uteri  (j)  ; 
and  the  mouth  of  it  is  called  os  uteri.  It 
is  fufpended  before  and  laterally,  by  three 
chords  or  ligaments.  It  does  not  ftretch  as 
the  foetus  grows,  but  aftually  grows  alfo ; 
and  becomes  nearly  as  diminutive  as  before, 
in  a few  days  after  the  child  is  born.  The 
womb’s  mouth  may  be  felt  in  the  vagina,  re- 
fembling  the  mouth  of  a puppy,  or  of  a tench; 
wherefore  fome  call  it  os  tineas.  I omit 
the  defeription  of  the  ovaria  and  fallopian 
tubes,  having  very  little  to  do  with  mid- 
wifery. 

The  womb's  mouth  clofes  on  conception, 
and  generally  remains  in  that  ftate  during 
the  time  of  geftation. 

About  the  fourth  month,  the  fundus  of  the 
womb  becomes  too  large  to  be  contained  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  therefore  it  rifes 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  where  it  re- 

B 5 maing. 


(j)  Womb’s  neck* 
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mains  till  the  delivery.  This,  women  call, 
quickening.  The  foetus  fwims  in  a fluid  call- 
ed liquor  amnii,  the  whole  time  of  geftation ; 
which  fluid  is  enclofed  in  a thin  membrane 
or  bladder:  thus  the  tender  foetus  is  protefted 
from  being  injured  by  the  preffure  of  the 
abdominal  mufcles,  the  abdominal  vifcera  (k) 
and  the  internal  part  of  the  lumbar  vertebras. 

The  placenta  (1)  adheres  (when  right)  to 
the  fundus  uteri;  one  end  of  the  funis  um- 
bilicalis  (m)  is  inferted  into  the  placenta, 
and  the  other  end  into  the  child’s  navel ; 
through  which  it  is  fuppofcd  to  draw  nourifli- 
ment  from  the  mother. 

When  a part  of  the  amnios  or  chorion 
happens  to  adhere  to  the  child’s  face  in  the 
birth,  the  more  enlightened  matrons  think  it 
an  invaluable  acquifition,  as  it  renders  its 
owner  an  amphibious  animal,  and  thus  pre- 
vents the  polfibility  of  his  being  drowned. 

Indeed  there  ought  to  be  three  or  four 
venders  of  cauls  in  every  town  throughout 
the  kingdom,  for  the  public  might  derive 
full  as  much  benefit  from  them,  as  from  the 

fame 


(k)  Bowels.  (1)  After-burden,  (m)  Navel  firing. 
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fame  number  of  men-midwives,  and  I really 
lament  their  ignorance  hereof. 

Pardon  this  ironical  digreflion.  Sir  ; I will 
now  take  a little  notice  of  the  foetal  flvull, 
being  an  important  part  of  the,  contents 
of  the  gravid  uterus.  The  head  of  a newly 
born  child  is  not  completely  oflified,  the 
fliull  being  compofed  of  feveraP  different 
bones,  with  a future  running  betwixt  each 

t 

of  them ; fo  that  the  edges  of  the  bones  can 
overflioot  each  other  in  the  birth,  in  order 
to  render  it  more  eafy,  by  moulding  the  fhape 
of  the  head  to  the  pelvis : and  yet  they  do  not 
overfhoot  fo  much  as  to  allow  the  brain  to 
be  compreffed,  fo  as  to  injure  the  child. 

The  large  opening  on  the  top  of  the  head, 
is  called  the  anterior  fontanel;  the  fmaller 
one  toward  the  back  of  the  head  is  called 
the  pojlerior  fontanel ; the  anterior  being 
large,  and  furrounded  by  the  angles  of  four 
bones  (nj,  is  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the 
pofterior,  which  is  fmaller,  and  is  furrounded 
by  only  three  angles  (o).  If  the  head  be 

B 6 too 

(n)  Two  frontal,  and  2 parietal. 

(oj  Two  pofterior  angles  of  the  parietals,  and  the  cor- 
refponding  point  of  the  occipital  bone. 
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too  much  offified,  the  labour  is  thereby  ren- 
dered more  difficult.  The  feam  which  runs 
from  the  one  fontanel  to  the  other,  dividing 
the  fluill  on  the  top  of  the  head,  is  called  the 
fagittal  future ; the  frontal,  parietal,  lambdoi- 
dai,  and  occipital  futures  I ffiall  not  particu- 
larly defcribe,  as  it  would  perplex  (rather 
than  inftruQ)  the  perfons  for  whofe  ufe  this 
book  is  defigned. 

The  perinaeum,  which  feparates  the  vagina 
from  the  anus,  is  the  only  external  part  of 
the  mother  which  I ffiall  mention,  in  this 
defeription  of  the  pelvis  and  its  contents^ 
which  1 have  now  briefly  given. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


XET. 
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LETTER  III. 


SIR5 

T NOW  proceed  to  the  Second  thing  pro- 
pofed,  namely,  to  confider  the  different 
kinds  of  labours  ; and  I fhall  begin  with  na- 
tural labour,  or  births  accompliflied  by  the 
powers  of  nature,  whether  the  head,  breech, 
or  feet  prefent.  The  operator’s  bufmefs  is 
alfo  to  be  conhdered.  I am  not  ignorant 
that  modern  authors  call  thofe  labours  na- 
tural only^  where  the  occiput  (p)  prefents  to 
the  pubes,  and  the  expulhon  of  the  child 
and  fecundines  (q)  is  accornplifiied,  without 
any  affiftance  from  the  operator,  within  24 
hours.  I alfo  know  that  when  (under  the 
fame  circumllances)  the  time  exceeds  24 
hours,  it  is  called  lingering  or  laborious 
labour.  But  I make  no  apology  for  treating 
them  otherwife.  Labour  having  commen- 
ced, the  patient  has  grinding  pains ; which 
difpofe  the  os  uteri  to  open.  Sometimes 
they  open  it  to  a fufficient  extent  for  the 
child  to  pafs  through  it,  and  then  the  forcing 
pains  expels  it.  Other  times  the  violent 

pains 

(p)  Back  part  of  the  head,  ((^  After-burden. 
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pains  come  on  very  fuddenly,  when  the 
womb’s  mouth  is  not  opened  more  than  the 
fize  of  a half-crown  piece.  The  womb  con- 
trafls  forcibly  on  the  child,  which  increafes 
the  pains  in  number^  duration,  and  power; 
the  membranes  are  thereby  broken,  the 
water  difcharges,  and  lubricates  the  paffage ; 
the  prefenting  part  of  the  foetus  defcends, 
whether  it  be  head,  breech,  or  feet,  and  the 
child  is  at  length  expelled  by  thefe  diflerent 
powers  of  nature.  I need  not  dwell  longer 
on  the  difference  (in  nature,  continuation, 
and  office)  of  the  two  kinds  of  pains ; the 
variety  being  too  great  to  be  committed  to 
paper.  I only  remark,  that  in  general,  the 
grinding  pains  commence  with  the  coloured 
difcharges  ; and  that  fpurious  pains  continue 
much  longer  than  real  labour  pains,  return- 
ing irregularly,  without  dilating  the  os  uteri. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  foetus,  there 
are  generally  a few  gentler  pains,  which  ex- 
pel the  placenta,  and  then  the  labour  is 
finiffied.  Sometimes  it  follows  the  child 
in  five  minutes,  other  times  not  till  one^  two, 
or  three  hours. 


Thus 
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Thus  much  for  what  I call  Natural 
Labour. 

I am  now  to  defcribe  what  a ??2<zn-midwife 
has  to  do  herein. 

« 

When  he  arrives,  he  afks  his  patient  how 
fhe  is,  obferves  her  pains  a few  minutes,  and 
then  thinks  it  high  time  to  try  one.  If  tlie 
hufband  be  prefent,  his  firft  bufinefs  is  to 
get  him  out  of  the  room.  This  is  generally 
done,  by  his  receiving  a wink,  a nod,  or  a 
whifper,  from  one  of  the  females  who  had 
engaged  herjelf  feveral  months  before-hand 
to  ajfiji  at  the  labour,  with  a defign  to  Catisfy 
her  curiofity.  Dr.  Buchan  (in  his  DomelUc 
Medicine)  makes  the  following  pertinent 
remark  concerning  this  pernicious  cuflom. 

‘ We  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  that 
* ridiculous  cuftom,  which  llill  prevails  in 
‘ fome  parts  of  the  country,  of  colleDing  a 
‘ number  of  females  together  upon  fuch  oc- 
‘ cafions.  Thefe,  inRead  of  being  ufeful, 
‘ ferve  only  to  croud  the  houfe.  Befides, 
‘ they  hurt  the  patient  with  their  noife,  and 

often,  by  their  untimely  and  impertinent 
‘ advice,  do  much  mifehief.’ 

• • 

But  you  know,  Sir,  prudence  forbids  the 

male- 
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male-midwife  to  fliew  any  difpleafure  againft 
thefe  fuperfluous  females,  whether  they,  dif- 
traft  the  patient  with  obfcene  noife,  or  terrify 
her  with  difmal  tales  about  bad  labours;  tales 
which  they  have  picked  up  at  former  labours, 
well  improved  by  having  paifed  through 
various  editions.  I fay,  the  accoucheur  mull 
not  offend  any  of  thefe  good-natured  dames, 
who  are  aflembled  to  kill  their  friend  with 
kindnefs,  becaufe  perhaps  fev'eral'of  them  are 
pregnant,  and  he  is  a candidate  for  the  job. 

But  to  return  to  the  hufband ; I need  not  - 
inform  you  that  decency  requires  him  to 
wnthdraw ; cudom  having  eftablifhed  it  as  a 
law,  it  mujl  not  be  broken ; and  ind».-ed,  I 
can  produce  various  reafons  why  it  ought 

not. 

Firft,  he  might  happen  to  fee  fome  part 

of  his  wife  which  he  is  MJzacquainted  with, 

though  there  can  be  no  harm  done  by  what 

the  DoQor  fees  or  handles,  becaiil'e  you  know. 

Sir,  DoQors  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  old 

women,  fo  that  it  is  peifetlly  right  to  have 

half  a dozen  prefent,  occalionally.  They 

are  deprived  of  thofe  paflions  which  are 

peculiar  to  all  other  men;  hence  we  never 

hear 
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hear  of  their  abufing  the  confidence  repofed 
in  them;  of  which  more  hereafter.  They 
are  as  innocent  as  a Monk  in  a y^male  con- 
vent; or  an  Italian  Cicifl)eo,  when  drefTing 
and  undreffing  his  lady,  the  hiifnand  being 
about  his  bufinefs  in  the  counting-houfe, 
or  on  the  exchange.  In  fliort,  Sir,  I think 
they  may  be  compared  to  any  effeminate 
men*,  except  the  Eunuchs  in  a feraglio. 

Secondly,  the  female  attendants  would 
bluflt  more  to  fee  the  patient’s  own  hufband 
during  the  labour,  than  to  fee  a fcore  of 
medical  men  or  boys  in  the  room. 

Thirdly,  hufbands  knowing  the  truth  of 
thefe  obfervations,  ought  to  place  the  utmojl 
confidence  in  an  Accoucheur,  though  he  be 
fingle,  fprightly,  in  the  bloom  of  life,  and 
does  not  bear  the  befl  charafler  in  the  world 
with  refpeB;  to  a certain  vice,  that  fddom 
troubles  young  men;  and  though  the  patient 
may  happen  to  be  alfo  very  young  and  beau- 
tiful. Neither  the  novelty  nor  beauty  of  the 
objeQ  can  at  all  affeSI  fuch  a young  male- 
midwife,  no  not  even  in  the  early  part  of  the 
labour,  when  there  is  nothing  to  excite  dif- 
guft.  So  that  he  will  not  be  tempted  to  take 

a peep 
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a peep  at  her  hne-fliaped  legs,  'when  he  lays 
hold  of  them  to  help  her  on  the  bed,  nor 
will  he  try  one  pain  too  many.  If  my  'wife 
were  going  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  and  happened 
unluckily  to  fancy  the  aid  of  a male-guide 
in  order  to  be  fafliionable,  I fliould  certainly 
walk  away  from  the  beach  while  flie  was 
gone  into  the  water,  left  I fhould  be  called 
a jealous  man,  andl*eft  I fhould  not  a8:  like 
other  hufbands  ; for  you  know,  Sir,  it  is 
better  to  fubmit  to  the  greateft  abfurdity  and 
inconvenience,  than  to  offend  againft  the 
cuftom  of  our  country.  Therefore  if  I were 
not  capable  of  counting  my  gold,  I ought  to 
turn  my  back,  while  I commit  my  purfe  to  a 
ftranger,  that  hp  may  count  it  for  me. 

But  this  fliall  fuffice  at  prefcnt,  to  (hew 
why  hufbands  ought  not  to  attend  their  wives’ 
labours,  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  bear 
iheir  pains,  efpecially  as  that  is  one  part  of 
a -midwife’s  bulinefs,  and  he  is  not  at 
a lofs  for  kind  and  fwcet  words  for  that 
pLirpofe. 

The  doftor  having  put  the  lady  on  the 
bed,  and  the  nurfe  having  thrown  a cover 
over  her,  a pain  muft  be  tried,  which  fhould 

CCT’* 


iertainly  be  done  by  a vian  or  a boy  In  pre- 
ference to  an  experienced  midwifcj  for 
decency’s  fake. 

He  then  puts  one  hand  under  the  bed- 
cover, and  on  examination  perceives  the  os 
uteri  opening,  and  the  head  prefenting  in 
the  mod  favourable  manner ; that  is,  with 
the  face  turning  toward  the  concavity  of  the 
lacruin  : this  he  knows  by  feeling  the  polie- 
rior  fontanel ; the  fagittal  future  running 
nearly  backward.  Or  perhaps  he  finds  the 
prefentation  to  be  juft  the  reverfe,  by  feeling 
the  anterior  fontanel,  and  the  fagittal  future 
running  toward  the  middle  of  the  facrum. 
He  then  knows  that  the  birth  will  not  be 
quite  fo  eafy  as  in  the  former  cafe;  but 
on  either  occafion  it  is  his  duty,  to  wait  the 
ifiue,  and  not  attempt  to  hurry  the  bufinefs. 
If  he  at  firft  cannot  feel  the  prefenting  part, 
he  waits  till  the  womb’s  mouth  be  more 

dilated,  and  the  child  be  defeended  lower  in 
the  pelvis. 

^ ou  know.  Sir,  this  bufinefs  is  performed 
with  the  fore-finger  of  the  riglit  liancl,  the 
woman  lying  on  her  left  fide,  near  the  foot 
or  fide  of  the  bed,  having  her  knees  drawn 

up, 


up.  I afTure  you.  Sir,  the  faculty  did  well 
to  change  the  term  touch  for  that  of  try- 
ix\G  or  TAKING  A PAIN  ; becaulc  the  former 
term  carried  its  deiign  with  it ; whereas  the 
latter  indicates  that  you  will  try  you  can 
bring  the  child  during  the  prefent  pain,  or 
that  you  can  really  take  a part  of  the  pain 
away  which  the  fuifering  woman  feels.  This 
technical  caution  has  certainly  done  fome- 
thing  toward  keeping  women  out  of  this 
employment,  for  which  they  di^Qjiatur ally  fo 
unqualified.  Women  in  labour  have  always 
thought  the  do6lor  can  deliver  them  when- 
ever he  pleafes,  without  paying  the  leaft 
attention  to  nature’s  time ; and  that  an  igno- 
rant midwife  can  only  receive  the  child 
when  it  comes;  and  herein  they  judge  too 
well,  which  I fhall  hereafter  prove. 

This  term  ought  to  be  kept  up  then,  be- 
caufe  it  leads  women  to  fuppofe  you  never 
try  a pain  without  having  their  advantage  in 

view. 

To  return  to  the  operator,  whom  we  left 

with  his  hand  under  the  bed-cloaths ; if  he 

have  reafon  to  believe  that  it  is  not  labour, 

the  os  uteri  being  firmly  clofed,  and  no  proper 

dif* 
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difcbarge ; or  if  his  prefence  have  driven 
the  pains  away,  which  is  a very  common 
cafe,  he  returns  home,  as  well  as  the  curi- 
ous and  officious  females;  each  party  being 
greatly  difappointed,  and  defiring  to  be  called 
in  good  time  when  the  figns  of  labour  re- 
appear. 

If  it  be  real  labour,  he  flays,  tries  pains 
in  what  pofition  he  pleafes,  and  as  often  as 
he  pleafes;  hnl  all  this  does  not  forward  the 
labour  one  jot. 

At  length  the  pains  force  the  head  into 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  till  it  refls,  or  rather 
preffes  on  the  periuceum ; the  man-midwife 
then  takes  a cloth  in  his  left  hand,  which  he 
keeps  tightly  preffed  againft  the  perinteum 
(left  it  ffiould  be  torn)  till  the  head  and 
ffiouldcrs  be  expelled;  if  the  poflerior  fon- 
tanel prelent,  the  occiput  comes  out  under 
the  arch  of  the  pubis,  and  vice  verfa.  If 
on  examination  he  find  the  breech  prefent- 
ing,  the  pelvis  large,  and 'the  woman’s  pains 
flrong,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  receive  the 
child,  as  in  the  former  cafes.  He  knows 
the  breech  from  the  head  by  its  fbftnefs,  by 
the  parts  of  generation, , and  by  the  meco- 

niumj 
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nium,  ^vhich  is  generally  forced  out  of  the 
child’s  reftum  in  this  prefentation. 

If  the  feet  prefent  with  the  heels  toward 
the  pubes,  he  mull  by  no  means  alter  its 
pofition,  but  receive  the  child  as  nature 
expels  it.  It  may  not  be  amifs,  however, 
to  obferve,  that  a foot  is  diftinguiflied  from 
a hand,  by  the  heel,  and  by  the  great  diffe- 
rence between  toes  and  fingers  ; and  that  in 
thefe  lafl  two  cafes  the  perinaeum  muft  be 
fupported,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  during 
the  expulfion  of  the  foetus;  and  the  funis 
fhould  be  flackened  a little  as  foon  as  the 
operator  can  reach  it,  provided  it  be  found 
to  pul  fate. 

The  child  being  born,  the  operator  keeps 
it  on  the  flieet  which  is  fpread  on  his  knee, 
till  he  has  tied  a four-fold  thread,  four  or 
five  times  round  the  navel  firing,  about  two 
inches  from  the  belly,  and'  another  about 
two  inches  farther  from  the  navel ; he  then 
cuts  the  navel  firing  in  two  (with  a pair  of 
fciflars)  betwixt  the  two  ligatures,  and  gives 
the  child  to  the  nurfe. 

His  next  bufinefs  is  to  examine  the  pati- 
ent’s belly,  to  fee  whether  there  be  another 

child. 
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child.  If  there  be,  it  is  generally  managed 
juft  the  fame  as  the  firft,  which  it  follows, 
and  both  the  placentas  are  mollly  expelled 
after  the  fecond  child  is  born,  as  they  are 
feldom  difunited.  He  can  tell  if  there  be 
not  another  child,  by  the  foftnel's  and  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  abdomen. 

There  being  no  other  child  in  the  womb, 
he  waits  till  nature  expels  the  placenta; 
during  which  time  (if  long)  he  examines  the 
child,  to  fee  that  it  be  pcrfeft,  and  not  hurt 
in  the  birth.  The  plac’enta  being  expelled, 
he  puts  it  in  a pot,  puts  a dry  cloth  to  the 
patient,  and  retires.  The  hufband  is  then 
pcwiiticd  to  fee  his  wife,  the  operating 
tlcman  having  JirJl  congratulated  her  on  her 
fafe  delivery,  for  which  fhe  thanks  him  more 
than  God,  believing  that  fhe  is  indebted  to 
'his  care,  fltill,  dexterity,  and  tendernefs,  for 
the  eafe  and  fafety  which  fhe  expcricncesi 

Excufe  the  prolixity  of  this  letter,  and 
believe  me  to  be 

Your  mofl  obedient  humble  fervant. 


LET- 
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LETTER  IV. 

SIR, 

*pERMIT  me  now  to  prove,  that  nature 
alone  performs  the  delivery  99  times  in 
100;  that  when  midwives  are  employed, 
thcv  have  no  more  to  do  than  I have  de- 
fcribed,  99  times  in  100 ; and  that  99  tim.es 
in  ioo,men-midwives  ought  to  do  no  more. 
That  they  do  do  more,  to  the  great  injury 
of  mother  and  child,  I fliall  prove  in  a fub- 
fcqiient  letter. 

In  proof  of  the  firit  particular,  I fliall 
quote  the  opinion  of  (your  countryman)  Dr. 
Smellie,  in  Jiis  Divifion  of  Labours.  * Let 
^ us  fuppofe  another  thoufand  women  de- 
^ livered  in  the  fame  place,  not  above  three, 
* fix,  or  eight  fhall  want  extraordinary  affift- 
‘ ance  ; nay,  fometimes,  though  feldom, 
« when  the  child  is  young  or  ufually  fmall, 
^ and  the  mother  has  ftrong  pains  and  a large 
‘ pelvis,  it  fliall  be  delivered  even  in  the 
^ very  worst  pofition,  without  any  other 
‘ help  than  that  of  the  labour-pains.’ 

I will  alfo  quote  his  opinion  in  proof  of 
the  fecond  and  third  particular. 
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He  further  fays.  Cafe  I.  Colleflion  14. 

^ For  although  it  is  commonly  faid,  that 
^ fuch  a woman  was  laid  by  fuch  a perfoh, 
the  delivery  is  generally  performed  by  the 

* labour-pains ; and  if  wt  wait  with  pati- 

* Nature  of  will  do  the  work.' 

I fhall  next  quote  the  opinion  of  another 

of  your  eountryiiien,  who,  though  a medical 
man,  has  juft  the  fame  opinion  of  male- 
midwifery,  as  1 have,  and  thoufands  of  huf- 
bands  beiides.  See  Dr.  Buchan’s  Domeftic 
Medicine,  on  child-birth;  ‘ Nature,  if  left 
^ to  herfelfy  will  feldoin  fail  to  expel  the 
‘ foetus.’ 

Hereto  I fiiall  add  the  teftimony  of  your 
friend  Dr.  Oft)orn,  (EfTays  on  the  Praelice 
of  Midwifery,  page  34.)  For  whether  at 
^ the  commencement  of  labour,  or  at  the 
‘ firft  opening  of  the  os  uteri  by  the  mem- 
" branes  and  waters,  or  the  firft  entrance  of 
" the  child’s  head  into  that  part,  or  indeed 
‘ during  its  whole  progrefs  through  the 
^ cavity  of  the  pelvis,  every  interference, 
^ or  pretended  alfiftance,  is  equally  injuri- 
^ ous,  and  cannot  be  beneficial.’ 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  aftc  counfel  of  a Woinan 
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refpefling  this  matter;  a woman  whofe  prac- 
tice was  much  more  extenfive  than  your’s,  I 
prefiime*. 

* She  will  give  him  credit  for  what  he  has 
‘ appeared  to  do  for  her;  and  meafure  her 
‘ fenfe  of  acknowledgment,  by  the  pain'of 

* which  die  will  fuppofe  he  has  helped  to 
^ rid  her;  and  in  her  joy  at  her  delivery, 
‘ would'  think  it  even  an  ingratitude,  to  liften 
^ to  fuggeflions  from  others  (or  even  from 
‘ himfclf  j that  diould  tend  to  diminifli,  ex- 

* plain  away,  or  (may  bej  reduce  to  nothing, 
^ the  benefit  flie  fo  vainly  imagines  was  his 
^ work/ 

And  page  157,  die  adds,  ^ Then  it  is  that 
^ the  mother  is  naturally  in  a rapture  of  joy 
^ at  her  deliverance,  which  die  never  re- 

* members  but  with  gratitude,  and  of  which 

* fhe  only  miflakes  the  object,  by  paying  to 
^ the  operator,  what  (in  fa6l)  was  due  to  na- 
^ ture ; then  it  is,  I fay,  that  the  mother, 

^ father,  or  parties  concerned  (for  want  of 
‘ making  due  allowances  in  a point  they  are 
^ fo  excufable  for  not  underdandingj  cor- 
^ dially  join  the  felf-applaufe  of  the  man- 

* mid- 


* Nihell’s  Midwifery,  p,  lyy. 


( 39  ) 

^ midwife.’  1 have  not  quoted  the  opinion 
of  thefe  authors,  in  order  to  convince  jyoii  of 
a truth  which  you  are  practically  acquainted 
with,  but  with  a defign  to  counteract  the 
fophiftry  of  men-midwives,  who  are  perpetu- 
ally urging  RICH  females  not  to  employ  their 
own  fex  to  deliver  them;  pretending  that  no 
woman  is  fafe  in  their  hands,  becaufe  they  do 
not  underftand  anatomy.  How  much  general 
anatomy  is  wanted  in  the  praCtice  of  mid- 
wifery, I (hall  confider  hereafter.  Permit  me 
now  to  join  teftimony  to  thofe  already 
quoted,  as  a confirmation  of  what  I advanced 
concerning  the  powers  of  nature,  being  fufFi- 
cient  for  the  expulfion  of  the  foetus  (^without 
the  leafl  aid)  99  times  in  too.  In  the  cafe 
of  Nelly  Sanderfon,  you  fay,  page  iir, 

‘ The  width’  (of  the  pelvis)  ‘ at  the  brim,  as 
‘ nearly  as  I and  my  fon  could -judge,  4as 

^ UNDER  THREE  INCHES.* 

Page  117,  you  fay  ‘ She  was  delivered  of 
a male  child,  by  the  poweus  of  nature 
‘ alone.’  And  page  118,  ‘ My  fon  mea- 
fured  the  head  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 

‘ Woodford,  with  a pair  of  callipers,  and 
‘ found  that  it  meafured  from  one  parietal 

^ ^ ‘ pro- 
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^ protuberance  (r)  to  the  other  three  inches 
‘ and  three  quarters^  and  from  the  frontal  (s) 

‘ to  the  occipital  bone  (t)  four  inches  and 
^ three  quarters.  The  oITifications  appeared 
‘ as  complete  as  lifual. 

^ The  woman  recovered  very  well,  and 
‘ walked  6 miles  on  the  eleventh  day  after 
^ her  delivery.’ 

‘ I might  add  to  thefe  cafes  feveral  others, 
^ where  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis  feemed 
« to  be  fuch,  that,  according  to  yoicr  data 
‘ the  head  of  the  child  fliould  have  been 
^ opened  at  the  beginning  of  labour;  but 
* where,  by  having  patiently  allowed  the 
^ powers  of  nature  to  produce  their  full  effehl^ 
^ the  delivery  was  accomplijhed  with  JaJeiy 

‘ both  to  T II  E M OTHER  AND  CHILD.* 

Ah,  Sir,  that  is  the  rock  whereon  fo  many 
belplefs  babes  are  wrecked!  .That  ^ wailing 
patiently^  (in  a lingering  labour)  requires  a 
oreat  deal  of  felf-denial  in  a man  who  is  fent 

o 

for  to  attend  another  labour,  where  he  ex- 
peB.s  a good  fee;  efpecially  if  he  have  got  Z)r. 
r Lozu- 

* , i 

(r)  Side  bone  of  the  Ikull.  (s)  Forehead,  (t)  Hind  head. 
* Addreffing  Dr.  Clhorn. 
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Lozccler's  Lever  In  bis  pocket,  to  force  down 
the  head  with,  of  which  I fliall  treat  inoie 
fully  hereafter  : whereas  a female  operator 
is  obliiied  to  wait  nature's  time,  whatever 
fhe  may  lolc  by  it,  having  no  inftmment  but 
her  hand. 

I am  perfuaded,  Sir,  had  male-midwives 
been  fafhionable  during  the  bondage,  exo- 
dus, and  travels  of  the  Ifraelites  through  the 
wildernefs,  we  fliould  have  feen  a very  diffe- 
rent account  of  their  immenfe  number;  all  ol 

% 

whom  were  brought,  or  rather  received  into 
the  world,  by  women  who  were  obliged  to  wait 
with  patience,  having  no  inftruments  to  for- 
ward'the  bufinefs  with.  I do  not  fay  they  are 
never  ufeful,  but  your  two  countrymen  have 
proved  that  it  feldom  happens.  And  lurcly 
there  can  need  no  better  proof  of  ‘it  than 
your  own  words,  that  a head  three  inches  and 
three  quarters  wide  was  (by  having  patient- 
ly waited  the  full  effetl  of  the  powers  of 
nature)  born  without  the  application  of  any 
infirumcnty  though  the  pelvis  was  imder  three 
inches ; and  yet  the  woman  was  able  to  walk 
fix  miles  on  the  eleventh  day,  though  40 
years  of  age. — Query,  Could  fhe  have  done 
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it  after  being  ajjijled  in  the  birth  by  the  Jamoui 
Lever  ? 

1 fliall  not  now  take  nonce  of  vour  Ton’s 

0 

dexterity,  when  he  wounded  the  two  parietals 
of  Mrs.  Gray  s child’s  head  therewith,  in  a 
(feemingly)  lefs  difficult  cafe  than  Nelly  San- 
derfon’s;  but  having  explained  and  proved 
the  ability  of  Nature,  xvlien  left  to  herjelf^ 

I have  the  honour  to  fubferlbd  myfelf, 

SiRj 

Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervam. 


LET- 


LETTER  V. 


SIR, 

T NOW  proceed  to  explain  what  I call 
^ Manual  Labour. 

hrjiy  When  the  feet  prefent,  with  the 
heels  toward  the  mother’s  back,  it  is  the 
operator’s  duty  to  turn  its  toes  toward  that 
part,  and  then  he  treats  the  cafe  as  before 
mentioned ; that  is,  he  only  fupports  the 
perinseum,  and  receives  the  child  as  nature 
expels  it.  But  if  the  mother’s  pains  fail,  or 
her  pelvis  be  deformed,  or  very  fmall,  or  if 
the  head  be  uncommonly  large  and  much 
offified,  the  operator  affifts  the  expulfion  in 
proportion  to  the  refiftance,  with  his  hands 
only,  laying  hold  of  the  child  clofc  to  the 
Woman’s  parts. 

Secondly^  If  the  woman’s  powers  be  infuf- 
ficient  to  expel  the  child,  when  the  breech 
prefents,  the  operator  affills  with  his  hands, 
drawing  down  firft  one  leg  and  then  the  other. 
But  I cannot  believe  the  blimt  hook  (which 
has  fo  often  been  ufed  in  this  cafe)  is  at  all 
neceffary  ; as  a handkerchief  may  always  be 
got  over  the  thigh,  to  pull  down  the  firft  leg ; 
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which  may  be  prevented  from  returning,  by 
the  noofe  of  a garter  or  fillet  being  flipped 
over  it. 

Thirdly^  If  the  arm  or  fiiouider  prefent, 

the  operator  knows  the  hand  from  the  foot; 

and  he  alfo  k nows  the  fnoulder  from  the 

liead  or  breech_,  by  its  taking  up  lefs  room  in 

the  pelvis.  So  that  whether  the  prefentation 

be  the  arm  or  the  flioulder,  it  is  his  dutv  to 

¥ 

turn  the  Qhild,  and  bring  it  by  the  lect,  as  in 
a foot  cafe.  This  is  very  eafily  done,  if 
undertaken  before  the  water  be  difcharttcd 
from  the  uterus;  but  if  not,  it  is  difficult  and 
laboricuis  to  the  operator,  and  painful  to  the 
mother,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  both  mother 
and  child.  1 lie  womb  contrads  violently 
on  the  child,  fo  that  it  is  feldom  born  alive ; 
and  there  is  danger  of  tearing  the  womb,  if 
the  operator  be  not  very  cautious.  For  thefe 
reafons,  no  midwife,  male  or  female,  ought 
to  be  employed,  who  cannot  turn  a foetus  iti 
iitero. 

Fourthly-,  When  a dangerous  flooding 
comes  on  in  labour,  before  the  head  be  de- 
fcended  into  the  pelvis,  it  may  be  deemed  a 
manual  labour ; becaule  the  child  ought  to 

be 
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be  turned  and  brought  by  the  feet,  in  order 
that  the  womb  may  contrafl,  and  its  veiFels 
be  clofed,  as  Toon  aspoffible,as  the  bed  means 
to  flop  the  hemorrhage,  and  fave  the  woman’s 
hfe.  The  fame  method  fltould  be  piiiTued 
when  parturient  convulfions  attack  the  pa- 
tient violently. 

Fifthly.)  When  the  pains  do  not  expel  the 
placenta  within  tv/o  or  three  hours  after  the 
child  is  born,  owing  to’ its  extraordinary  ad- 
hefion  to  the  uterus,  or  to  its  retention  by 
means  of  an  irregular  contraQion  of  the 
womb,  it  is  the  operator’s  duty  to  deliver  it 
manually. 

When  it  adheres  to  the  uterus,  and  does 
not  feparate  by  a few  gentle  pulls  at  the  fu- 
nis, he  introduces  his  hand  into  the  uterus 
(being  guided  by  the  navel-ftring),  till  he 
finds  its  infertion  into  the  after-burthen  ; if 
it  be  not  feparated  from  the  womb,  he  peels 
it  off  with  his  fingers,  taking  care  not  to  tear 
off  a*  part  of  the  inner  ftirface  of  the  womb 
with  it.  If  it  be  feparated,  but  detained  by 
the  womb’s  contradling  in  the  middle  like  an 
hour-glafs,  he  introduces  his  hand  beyond 
the  contracted  part,  into  what  may  (then)  be 
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called  the  upper  chamber  of  the  womb,  and 
has  nothing  more  to  do  but  lay  hold  of  itj 
and  take  it  away. 

Lajily^  When  the  navel-ftring  prefents, 
(owing  to  a premature  rupture  of  the  mem- 
branes), it  may  be  called  a Manual  Labour. 

When  the  operator  finds  the  funis  below 
the  head,  the  head  being  above  the  brim  of 
the  pelvis,  he  ought  to  roll  it  up  in  a linen 
rag,  and  return  it,  which  generally  prevents 
its  coming  down  again  in  the  fubfequent 
pains ; but  if  it  does  not  anfwer  the  defired 
end,  it  is  his  duty  to  turn  the  child  and  bring 
it  by  the  feet  in  order  to  fave  its  life;  for  if 
the  navel  firing  be  long  comprefied  between 
the  head  and  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  it  fiops 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  which  comes 
from  the  mother,  and  kills  the  child.  This 
cafe  feldom  occurs,  except  it  be  by  the  im- 
prudence of  the  operator  in  breaking  the 
membranes  to  hafien  the  birth,  or  trying 
too  many  pains,  and  that  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  pains ; for  though  the  funis 
' will  fwim  down  pafi  the  head  in  the  current 
of  water,  when  the  waters  are  difeharged 
before  the  head  defeends  low  enough  to  fill 

up 
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up  the  faperior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  the 
membranes  (if  the  child  be  alive)  very  rarely 
break  of  their  own  accord^^h^n  the  head  is 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 

Thus  have  I confidered  Manual  Labours. 
The  rupture  of  the  womb  fo  feldom  happens 
by  the  efforts  of  nature,  that  it  needs  not 
be  noticed  here. 

I fhall  now  draw  a few  inferences  from 
this,  and  the  two  preceding  letters. 

Inference  firfi.  If  even  a manual  labour 
does  not  happen  once  in  one  hundred  births, 
which  I have  proved  from  the  writings  of 
Dr.  Smellie,  who  was  a great  advocate  for 
inllruments  ; every  modefl  woman  who  wiflics 
to  preferve  her  hufband’s  affeflions,  and  has 
no  reafon  to  expe6:  a difficult  labour,  ought 
to  engage  a fkilful  midwife  in  preference  to 
a man  : for  though  a hufband  may  pretend  to 
approve  of  imneceffary  male  praQice,  he  has 
not  a better  opinion  of  his  wife  for  fubmitting 
to  it ; he  knows  there  may  be  much  improper 
intercourfe  between  a man-midwife  and  his 
patient,  when  there  is  no  criminal  connec- 
tion : yea,  he  knows  that  midwifery  is  a 
pra61ice  too  indecent  for  men  to  purfue 

C 6 (how- 


(however  decently  i\\^y  may  acquit  themfelves) 
when  difficulty  does  not  render  male  aid 
ABSOLUTELY  neccffary.  No  fenfible  huf- 
band  can  brook  an  accefs  to  his  wife’s  perfon 
in  common  with  7?zm-midwives,  .men-ftay- 
makers,  men-mantua-makers,  Scz.  therefore 
if  women  would  induce  their  hufbands  to 
keep  their  matrimonial  engagements,  they 
ought  not  to  provoke  them  to  a breach  there- 
of, by  a wanton  and  unneceffary  expofure  of 
the  mofl  facred  part  of  their  perfons  to  men- 
midwives ; which  (to  my  certain  knowledge) 
has  OFTEN  produced  difeord  in  families; 
befides  the  evil  tendency  of  holding  out  fuch 
a pernicious  example  to  adult  daughters. 

Inference  [econd.  If  the  poor  be  fafely  de- 
livered by  midwives,  both  at  their  own  habi^ 
rations  and  in  the  lying-in  hofpitals,  though 
they  have  many  more  preternatural  labours 
than  the  rich,  owing  to  the  laborious  exer- 
cife  which  they  are  obliged  to  take,  every 
MODEST  rich  female,  ought  to  employ  her 
own  fex,  or  be  affiamed  to  ffiew  her  face 
among  thofe  who  do  ; efpecially  as  ffie  can 
afford  to  keep  a man  in  waitings  in  cafe  any 
difficulty  ffiould  happen  which  the  midwife 
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cannot  manage;  though  there  is  generally 
"time  enough  to  procure  one  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  name  of  reafoiij  let  all  charitable 
inftitutions  employ  men  to  deliver  poor 
v^omen,  if  midwives  be  not  as  fafe ; if  they 
be  (which  experience  daily  confirms),  let  the 
rich  employ  them,  and  prove  that  the  prefent 
generation  is  as  modeft  as  our  great-grand- 
. mothers  were,  who  never  fent  for  a man, 
but  in  difficult  cafes.  A man  xmdiiuije  is  an 
unheard-of  animal,  in  nine  tenths  of  the 
globe. 

Inference  thircU  If  fivilful  midwives  be  ca- 
pable of  managing  99  cafes  in  100,  is  it  not 
lamentable  that  there  are  99  men-midwives 
for  one  midwife?  and  that  the  male  prafliti- 
oners  are  ftill  increafing,  infomuch  that  five 
new  ones  (fome  men,  and  fome  boys)  have 
. fet  up  in  one  ftreet  near  my  houfe,  within 
200  yards  of  each  other,  during  the  lafl  fix 
months  ? 

Thus  many  females  are  (in  fome  meafure) 
OBLIGED  to  employ  men,  contrary  to  their 
inclinations,  becaule  there  are  very  few  fkiL 
fill  midwives,  efpecially  in  the  country,  and 
ignorant  ones  I am  no  advocate  for,  any 

more 
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more  than  ignorant  Accoucheurs,  with  which 
England  abounds. 

Inference  fourth*  If  male  midwifery  be  an 
indecent  and  effeminate  employment,  when 
unneceffary,  every  man-midwife  who  gets 
a living  by  it,  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
injurious,  rather  than  ufeful  to  fociety ; for 
thoimh  fafliion  fanQions  his  trade,  neither 
rcafon  nor  common  fenfe  can  juhify  it. 

Inference  fifth*  Are  not  thofe  hufbands  who 
arc  contented  to  have  their  wives  pulled 
about  by  men  midwives  unneceffarily,  worthy 
to  be  crowned  with  ^afs"s  ears,  though  not 
entitled  to  cuckold’s  horns  ? 

Inference  fixthr  Is  thofe  women's  fnodefty 
fpurious  or  genuine,  who  employ  men  to 
deliver  them  in  eafy  labours,  in  preference  to 
flvilful  midwives  who  (they  know)  have  deli- 
vered many  of  their  more  modeft  neighbours 
fafely  ? 

Let  it  be  remembered,  thefe  inferences  do 
not  apply  to  women  who  cannot  obtain  a good 
midwife,  or  who  have  difficult  labours  ; nor 
do  they  apply  to  the  hufbands  of  fuch  women. 

Inference  ftvenUi*  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  all 
modeft  women  and  their  hufbands,  to  unite 

their 
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their  efforts  to  abolifh  fuch  an  indecent 
praftice,  by  endeavouring  to  effablifli  aiid 
lupport  an  inftitiition  for  the  inflruftion  of 
female  praflitioners,  who  might  deliver  poor 
women  gratis  during  the  latter  part  of  their 
fiudies  ? Thus  charity  and  modcfly  would 
be  fupported  and  promoted  at  the  fame  time. 

Injerence  lajl.  Women  (when  properly  in- 
ftru6led)  being  as  capable  of  turning  a child 
as  men,  are  not  thofe  teachers  of  the  art  who 
take  12  guineas  from  each  female  pupil,  and 
do  not  teach  them  how-to  turn,  guilty  of  all 
the  injury  which  happens  in  confequence  of 
their  ignorance  ? 

As  I fliall  refume  fome  of  thefe  particulars 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  work,  I fliall  quit 
them  at  prefent,  . 

And  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER  VI. 


SIR 


OU  doubtlefs  rejoice  that  I have  been 


fo  fimple  as  to  acknowledge  the  inca- 
pacity of  women  to  manage  preternatural 
cafes,  that  being  an  argument  in  favour  of 
male  praftice.  Let  me  befeech  you,  Sir,  to 
fufpend  your  joy  till  we  meet  again  on  the 
fubje6l,  under  the  fifLh  head  ; where  I (hall 
prove,  that  much  more  mifehief  has  been 
done  by  the  inftruments  of  [kiljul  men,  than 
by  the  hands,  or  by  the  omiffions  of  ignorant 
women  ; and  I fliall  alfo  take  notice  of  the 
ionorance  of  men  midwives,  and  their  blun- 

ID 

ders.  I am  now  to  confider  what  labours 
require  the  ufe  of  the  forceps,  and  how  the 
operator  applies  them  ; but  1 mull  firll  de- 
fer! be  the  inllrument  itfelf. 

-The  modern  forceps  are  generally  covered 
with  leather  ; the  blades  are  made  of  the  bell 
tempered  Heel,  about  two  inches  wide  at  the 
extreme  point,  and  the  width  gradually  de- 
creafes  all  the  way  to  the  joint,  which  is  very, 
fimple;  they  have  wooden  handles,  which 
being  prefled  together  when  applied  to  the 
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I’liilil's  licad,  over  the  ears,  the  biades  en- 
dofe  the  head  faft  enough  to  afiifl  the  de- 
livery, but  do  not  comprefs  the  parietal  and 
frontal  bones,  fo  much  as  to  injure  the  brain  ; 
being  about  three  inches  from  the  infide  of 
one  blade  to  the  infide  of  the  other  in  the 
widell  part,  when  the  handles  are  clofed  ; 
and  the  curve  is  well  adapted  to  the  form  of 
the  head. 

The  application  of  this  inflrument  is  ne- 
ceffary, 

Firjly  When  tliere  is  a confiderable  difpro- 
portion  between  the  cavity  of  the  mother’s 
pelvis  and  the  child’s  head,  fo  that  her  vigo- 
' rolls  pains  cannot  expel  it,  the  full  efFe£l  of 
them  having  been  tried;  and  the  reftum  and 
bladder  emptied,  the  firfl:  by  clyflers,  and  the 
latter  with  the  catheter  ; for  a woman  can 
feldom  make  water  when  the  child’s  head 
preffes  againft  the  urethra. 

Whether  the  head  be  tumified,  uncom- 
monly large,  or  very  much  oflified,  fo  that 
the  bones  are  too  firm  naturally  to  over- 
flioot  each  other  ; or  whether  the  mother’s 

- pelvis 

* A filver  inftrument  to  draw  olF  water. 


pelvis  be  fmall,  or  deformed  in  the  cavity  ; 
or  whether  there  be  no  deformity,  or  natu- 
ral defeft  in  fize,  but  the  os  coccygis  be  an- 
chilofed  with  the  facrum,  and  will  not  move 
backward  as  ufual  ; the  head  mufi:  be  ex- 
traded  with  the  forceps  ; as  improper  delay 
might  throw  the  mother  into  a fever,  or 
perhaps  her  parts  may  be  fo  much  galled  by 
the  long  preffure  of  the  head  on  them,  as  to 
caufe  a Houghing  of  the  vagina,  bladder,  or 
redum,  and  thus  render  her  miferable  during 
her  future  life  ; befides,  too  long  delay  en- 
dangers the  child’s  life. 

Secondly^  The  forceps  are  neceCfary  when 
the  pains  cannot  expel  the  head,  owing  to  its 
unfavourable  pofition  in  the  pelvis  ; that  is, 
when  the  forehead  prefents  diagonally,  or  to 
the  fymphyfis  pubis. 

Thirdly,  When  there  are  excrefcences  in 
the  woman’s  foft  parts. 

Fourthly^  When  they  are  unufually  rigid. 

Fifthly,  When  (owing  to  uterine  weaknefs) 
the  pains  decline,  though  every  other  cir- 
cumftancebe  favourable. 

Sixthly^  When  the  navel  ftring  is  found 
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pulfating  below  the  head,  after  it  has  entered 
the  pelvis. 

Lajlly^  When  dangerous  hemorrhage,  or 
convulfions  attack  the  woman,  after  the 
child’s  head  has  entered  the  pelvis,  the  pains 
being  weak.  The  application  of  the  forceps 
in  thefe  laft  two  cafes,  depends  on  the  im- 
probability of  a fpeedy  delivery  by  the 
powers  of  nature. 

The  forceps  never  ought  to  be  applied 
fccreily,  but  the  patient’s  hufband  (if  at  home) 
ought  to  be  confulted,  and  fhewn  the  nature 
of  their  application.  I difapprove  of  con- 
fulting  officious  and  curious  females  on  thefe 
occafions ; the  hufband  (whofe  temporary 
fervant  the  doftor  is,  as  he  pays  his  wages) 
is  moft  concerned  in  his  wife’s  fafe  deliverv. 
and  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  a cypher  in 
his  own  houfe. 

It  is  not  to  the  credit  of  the  late  Dr. 
Smellie  to  advife  the  clandelliiie  ufe  of  the 
forceps,  and  to  give  direftions  for  the  ac- 
compliffiment  thereof,  by  hiding  the  t\vo 
blades  between  the  bed-cloaths. 

The  bladder  and  reftum  being  emptied, 
and  the  patient’s  hufband  confulted,  the  ope- 
rator 
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rator  tries  to  touch  one  of  the  child’s  cars 
with  his  finger;  which  don^,  is  a certain  fign 
that  the  head  is  fufficiently  low  in  the  pelvis 
to  be  cncloled  by  the  two  blades  of  the 
forceps ; he  then  cautioufly  guides  one  blade 
over  the  ear,  keeping  the  point  clofe  to  the 
child’s  head,  left  he  ftiould  enclofe  a part  of 
the  womb’s  mouth;  and  alfo  keeping  his 
finger  between  the  inftrument  and  the  wo- 
man’s parts,  in  order  to  avoid  injuring  them. 
He  then  introduces  the  other  blade  (in  like 
manner)  over  the  other  ear,  and  afterwards 

carefullv  locks  them,  fo  as  not  to  enclofe 
^ ^ * 

any  part  of  the  mother.  Laftly,  he  draws 
gently  from  fide  to  fide,  or  rather  from  han- 
dle to  handle,  in  the  line  of  the  pelvis,  fup- 
porting  the  perinreum  with  the  other  hand, 
till  the  head  be  delivered,  and  nature  gene- 
rally finihies  the  reft.  Sometimes  great 
force  is  necelfary,  but  it  ought  to  be  ufed 
ftowly,  and  increafed  gradually ; and  the 
operator  fhould  reft  often,  rather  than  fa- 
tigue the  patient.  Few  women  are  ftrong 
enough  to  ufe  the  forceps  when  there  is  great 
refiftance,  though  mahy  may  be  able  to  apply 
them  judicioufly,  at  leaft,  much  better  than 

a gid- 
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a giddy  boy,  whomay  pleale  to  write  MA\"- 
MIDWIFE,  inftead  of  BOY-MIDWIFE', 
over  bis  door.  At  any  rate,  men  are  the 
MOST  proper  to  ufe  the  forceps. 

You  perceive,  Sir,  I am  no  enemy  to  the 
praQice  of  men  on  proper  occafions ; but 
he  who  fets  up  to  attend  natural  labours,  in 
a town  where  there  are  fldlFul  midwives, 
may  as  well  offer  himfelf  as  a lady’s  maid  ; 
nor  would  it  be  a more  difgracefiil  employ- 
ment. Nor  am  I an  enemy  to  the  ufe  of 
PROPER  inflruments  on  proper  occafions; 
but  I do  not  approve  of  their  being  ufbd  for 
ilic  convenience  and  profit  of  the  operator, 
rather  than  the  comfort  and  fafety  of  mother  , 
and  child. 

Fatal  Labours  I enter  upon  with 
reluQance.  Pelves  which  are  fo  fmall 

at  the  upper  aperture,  owing  to  the  projec- 
tion of  the  true  vertebrae  (u),  that  the  cliild’s 
head  can  neither  defeend  into  the  cavity,  nor 
be  drawn  into  it,  when  turned  and  brought  by 
the  feet,  require  the  deftrublion  of  the  infant 
to  fave  the  mother. 

Secondly,! 


(u)  Spine  of  the  loins. 
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Secordly^  When  the  cavity  of  a pelvis 
happens  to  be  diftorted  fo  much  that  the  head 
cannot  pafs  through  it,  the  child  mull  be 
facriliced  to  fave  the  mother. 

Thirdly^  When  the  lower  aperture  of  a 
pelvis  is  fo  contra61ed,  that  the  head  cannot 
be  delivered  with  the  forceps,  the  death  of 
the  child  mull  purchafe  the  mother’s  life. 

As  fatal  labours  feldom  occur,  I fhall  not 
run  into  any  more  particulars  ; only  juh  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  child  fliould  never  be  dedroy- 
ed  too  foon  ; that  is,  before  the  operator  is 
latisfied  (from  weighing  every  circumllance) 
that  it  cannot  be  avoided;  nor  Ihould  it  be 
delayed  too  long  after  it  is  judged  necelfary, 
lell  the  mother  Ihould  die  through  long 
faticrue. 

I ^ 

No  certain  rule  can  be  laid  down  con- 
cerning this,  as  much  depends  on  the  mother’s 
Rrength  to  bear  a long  labour  j the  fize  of 
the  child  ; the  mother  having  gone  her  full 
time  or  only  feven  months,  See.  But  gene- 
rally  fpeaking,  it  is  allowed  that  a full  grown 
child  can  feldom  be  faved,  where  the  upper 
aperture  of  the  pelvis  is  under  3 inches  from 
pubes  to  facrum,  but  that  fihall  leven  months 

children 
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children  have  been  born  alive,  when  it  has 
been  lefs  than  that. 

What  d oes  the  operator  do  herein  ? — 
Being  affiired  that  there  is  no  remedy,  but  the 
dreadful  one  of  killing  the  child  ; having 
found  the  pelvis  large  enough  to  extraft  the 
child  through,  when  the  head  fliall  be  redu- 
ced ; and  having  (long  before)  emptied  the 
bladder,  and  reBum,  to  give  the  head  every 
pofTible  chance  of  defcending  into  the  pelvis, 
by  means  of  long  continued  ftrong  pains,  but 
finding  all  in  vain,  he  informs  the  woman's 
huf])and  of  his  wife’s  fituation,  calls  in  ano- 
ther to  juftify  his  conduB,  and  whofe  advice 
he  liflens  to,  after  he  alfo  has  examined  the 
patient ; being  agreed  that  the  operation  is 
neceilary,  he  fends  home  for  his  perforating 
feiffars,  blunt  hook,  and  crotchet. 

Having  received  his  inftruments,  and 
: placed  the  woman  in  an  advantageous  po- 
fition,  he  firft  perforates  the  flvull  with  the 
: feiffars,  then  fcoops  out  the  brains  witli  the 
end  of  a table  fpoon,  and  exira6l3  the  cranial 
I bones.  If  the  pelvis  be  very  fmall,  it  is  com . 

I mon  to  leave  the  woman  24  hours,  or  more, 

1 that  the  child  may  putrify  in  this  Hate,  and 

. that 
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that  the  body  may  bs  more  cafily  .extracted 
with  the  crotchet,  wliich  is  generally  done, 
by  fixing  it  in  the  foramen  magnum  (u);  or 
if  that  part  cannot  be  found,  the  operator 
tries  to  get  fome  other  firm  hold  ; always 
keeping  his  hand  in  the  vagina,  oppofite  the 
point  of  the  inllrumcnt,  that  it  may  wound 
bis  hand  rather  than  the  woman,  if  it  fnould 
flip.  ^ 

If  the  pelvis  be  not  very  fmall,  the  ope- ' 
ration  is  general Iv  liniflicd  as  foon  as,  the 

O - 

head  is  opened,  without  leaving  the  patient. 

The  fliarp  edges  of  the  broken  bones  arc  , 
kept  covered  with  the  teguments,  during  the 
extradion,  that  tlicy  may  not  wound  the 
woman. 

The  extracting  inftrument  is  a piece  of 
fteel,  about  11  inches  long,  having  a fmall 
hook  with  a fliarp  point  at  one, end,  and  a 
large  blunt  hook  at  the  other. 

When  there  is  not  quite  one  inch  and  a 
half  from  pubes  to  facrum,  if  is  next  to  im-. 
poffible  to  extract  the  foetus  through  it,  and 
becomes  neceiiary  to  perform  the  Cefarian 

operation 

(u)  The  hole  which  receives  the  fpine  of  the  neek. 


( 6i  ) 

ration,  (w)  which  preferves  the  child,  but 
generally  deftroys  the  mother. 

It  is  lamentable,  that  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
continent  where  the  fuperftitious  prejudices 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  have  prevail^ 
ed,  many  mothers  have  been  deftroyed  (by 
this  operation)  to  fave  the  child’s  life  ; when 
llie  deftruftion  of  the  child  might  have  faved 
the  mother.  It  was  done  under  the  idea, 
that  all  infants  dying  unbaptized  were 
damned. 

Women  have  recovered  from  this  opera- 
tion, when  performed  by  midwives;  Dr, 
Smellic  has  recorded  two  or  three  fuch  cafes; 
and  yet  it  has  feldom  fucceeded,  when  per- 
formed by  ablefurgeons,who  are  certainly  the 
moft  proper  perfons  to  undertake  it,  as  well 
as  the  opening  of  a child’s  head,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  extraclion  with  the  crotchet.  Indeed, 
I think  it  as  prefumptuous  for  a midwife  to 
attempt  cither,  as  it  is  ridiculous  for  a man, 
or  a bov,  to  be  feen  fitting  at  the  tail  of  a 
modeji  woman,  who  has  a natural  labour. 

D Here 

(w)  Opening  the  woman’s  abdomen  to  take  the  child  out 

of  the  womb. 
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Here  again,  Sir,  you  perceive,  I am  no 
enemy  to  the  obftetric  affihance  of  furgeons 
on  PROPER  occafions  ; but  as  Mrs.  Nihell 
obferves,  the  very  term  of  77ian  mid^wi/e  is 
as  ablurd  and  inexplicable  as  that  of  woman 
co3.ch-man.  Therefore  the  thoufands  of 
gilt  boards  in  this  kingdom,  which  contain 
the  ambiguous  demi-mafculine  and  demi- 
feminine  word,  ought  to  be  pointed  at  by 
every  sensib  le  paffenger. 

Pardon  me.  Sir,  I only  mean  that  the  word 
is  ambiguous  as  to  its  etymology,  for  I think 
it  is  a very  good  term  to  reprefent  thofe  com- 
pound animals  who  ufurp  a bufinefs  fo  proper 

for  women,  and  in  every  refpeft  fo  unfit, 

• * 

improper,  and  indecent  for  men  to  purfue. 

I am  perfectly  of  Mrs.  NihelPs  opinion, 
that  fuch  a man  ought  to  be  treated  with  as 

O 

much  indignity,  as  if  he  undertook  to  clear- 
ftarch,  hem  a ruffle,  or  make  a bed ; yea, 
and  with  much  greater;  becaufe  in  all  thefe 
he  is  not  called  to  handle  the  facred  parts  of 
other  men’s  wives. 

Again,  fagt~/emme  is  the  French  word  for 
midwife,  and  I think  Jage-hoinme  (wife,  or 
cunning  man)  is  a very  appofite  term  for 
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nian-niidwifc,  as  there  is  no  other  fet  of  men 
who  poffefs  a fufhcient  degree  of  wifdom,  or 
cunning,  to  enable  them  to  get  free  accefs  to 
the  perfons  of  fo  many  fine  women,  to  get 
their  kind  hufbands  out  of  the  room  then^  and 
to  get  well  paid  for  their  peeping  into  the 
bargain. 

Two  Inferences  fhall  conclude  this 
letter. 

Firjl^  If  it  require  fo  much  deliberation 
before  the  life  of  a mother  or  child  be  de- 
ftroyed,  no  woman  runs  the  fmallefl:  rifque 
by  belpeaking  a midwife,  as  there  is  plenty' 
of  time  to  call  in  male  aid,  after  she  per- 
ceives that  the  pelvis  is  deformed,  and  the 
child  does  not  advance  by  the  ftrong  pains. 
Should  a violent  flooding  happen  when  the 
child's  head  is  in  the  pelvis,  a midwife  can  as 
(bon  procure  a furgeon  and  his  forceps,  as  a 
rnan-midwife  can  obtain  his  forceps;  for  no 
man  takes  them  in  his  pockets  when  firft  call- 
ed to  a labour;  but  fends  for  them  on  per- 
ceiving that  they  will  be  wanted.  / They  are 
not  WANTED  once  in  300  labours,  but  they 
are  used  much  oftener. 

Secondly^  How  abfurdit  is  to  hear  females 
‘ D 2 who 
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w'ho  have  natural  labours,  fay,  ^ I might 
j have  been  delivered  much  fooner,  but  the 
c Do£lor  did  not  come  in  time.’  Or,  ‘ I am 
‘ fure  my  labour  would  have  been  fooner  over, 
^ if  I had  been  attended  by  a man  inflead 
^ of  a woman;’  when  every  wife  knows  how 
frequently  children  are  born  before  help  (as 
they  falfly  call  an  operator  in  natural  labours) 
arrives,  in  fpite  of  all  the  woman’s  endea- 
vours to  prevent  it.  This  clearly  fhews  that 
nature  does  the  work,  which  I have  proved 
from  the  writings  of  the  moft  eminent  in  the 
profeffion,  and  that  (99  times  in  100}  nature 
needs  only  to  be  fuperintended,  but  not  to  be 
aided. 

That  many  men  have  a knack  of  finifliing. 
natural  labours  quicker  than  nature  herfelf, 
I readily  grant;  but  that  either  mother  or 
child,  or  both,  pay  dearly  for  this  mafculine 
dexterity,  I fliall  hereafter  prove. 

Having  gone  through  the  confideration  of 
the  different  kinds  of  labour,  and  the  ma- 
nagement thereof,  I wifli  hereafter  to  be  un- 
derftood  as  referring  to  Natural  and  Manual 
Labour,  whenever  1 ufe  the  term  Midwifery; 
bficaufe  I confiderthe  management  of  them 

to 
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to  belong  to  women.  Fatal  and  inflrumen- 
tal  labours  ought  to  be  attended  by  furgeoris 
tliereFore  I fliall  diftinguifli  their  bufiners 
therein  from  the  praftice  of  midwifery,  by 
calling  it  OBSTETRIC  furgery  ; as  the  ufe  of 
ihe-forceps,  embryulcia  (x),  and  the  Cefari- 
an  operation,  have  no  more  connection  with 
the  regular  praClice  of  midwifery  than  litho- 
tomy (y)  has. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  See, 
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(x)  Killing  the  child  in  utero,  and  extraaing  it  with 

the  crotchet. 


ly)  Cutting  for  the  Hone. 
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LETTER  VII. 

SIR, 

TT  is  well  known  that  example  operates  fo 
powerfully  on  tlie  juvenile  mind,  as  to 
llamp  an  indelible  impreOion  thereon.  It  is 
therefore  my  intention. 

In  the  Third  place  to  enquire,  if  your 
and  your  brethren’s  mode  of  teaching  mdd- 
wifery  to  male  pupils,  be  confiftent  with 
decency.  That  many  of  them  are  very  young, 
I hardly  need  mention,  becaufe  they  are 
known  to  be  fo  ^vhen  they  fet  up  in  bufinefs. 

If  a young  man  poffefs  a lafcivious  difpo- 
fition,  he  needs  only  chufe  that  profeffion, 
and  he  foon  finds  food  for  his  pafTions;  for 
in  this  moclejl  ogCy  females  who  pretend  to 
moJefty  are  fo  man  ridden,  that  they  will  put 
up  with  the  obftctric  fervices  of  any  thing 
that  has  the  appearance  of  a man,  rather  than 
thofe  of  their  own  fex. 

But  to  the  propofed  enquiry  : 

Firjly  You  know,  Sir,  it  is  a rule  for  apo- 
thecaries’ apprentices  to  deliver  their  mafters’ 
patients  (under  a pretence  that  he  is  from 
home}  when  he  expefls  to  be  called  to  a more 

pro- 
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profitahle  Vdhour and  if  no  misfortune  hap- 
pen in  conrcqiicncc  of  the  boy’s  inexperience, 
there  may  not  be  much  harm  in  thefe  puerile 
exploits;  for  after  the  lad  has  told  ail  he 
Jaw  in  the  labour  room,  to  the  young  orocer 
draper,  <S:c.  who  are  his  infcparable  compa- 
nions, he  thinks  very  little  more  about  it. 
If  there  be  any  thing  too  diPriculL  for  him, 
he  fends  for  his  mafler  to  manage  it,  and  the 
patient  is  fatisfied ; efpecially  as  file  has  the 
pleafure  to  reflea,  that  file  has  had  the  fer- 
vices  of  two  males  for  the  fee  of  one,  and 
has  not  been  teazed  by  a fumbling  midwife. 

This  then  is  the  firft  ftage  of  obftetric  edu- 
cation. After  the  young  tyro  has  learned 
praElice  of  midwifery  during  his  appren- 
ticefliip,  he  next  goes  to  London  or  Edin- 
burgh to  fludy  the  theory  of  it : therefore. 
Secondly^  Before  he  finifhes  his  anatomical 
ftudies,  he  fubferibes  for  two  or  three  courfes 
of  obftetric  leftures,  and  pays  his  part  toward 
the  expences  of  the  lying-in  patients,  and 
then  commences  his  career. 

Now,  Sir,  what  do  you  think  of  the  de- 
cency of  procuring  living  females,  for  thefe 
boys  to  learn  to  ufe  the  catheter  upon  ? Are 

h)  4 there 
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there  no  dead  female  fubje(fl:s  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  diffcbling  rooms  ? Have  they  no 
urethras,  nor  bladders  ? Or  is  it  really  more 
decent  to  pra61ife  on  living  lubjeQs  than  on 
dead  ones  ? 

I do  not  fay  that  you  recommend  drawing 
off  water  to  be  learned  oh  the  temporary  in- 
habitants of  the  hofpital ; but  I know  thofe 
who  do. 

Agaiiiy  What  do  you  think.  Sir,  of  the 
decency  of  a touching  le&iire  ? 

Is  it  proper  to  convene  a number  of  preg- 
jiant  women,'  for  the  purpofe  of  being  exa- 
mined all  round  by  each  pupil,  in  a {landing 
poilure,  both  on  the  abdomen,  and  per  vagi- 
Wdin  ? Are  not  thefe  women  treated  with  lefs 
decency  than  a farmer  would  treat  his  mare 
or  his  cow,  who  wiflied  to  examine  if  Hie 
tarried  young  ? 

Pray,  Sir,  what  is  the  ufe  of  this  kiid  touch- 
ing  ? Why,  it  is  defigned  to  qualify  men  to 
inform  modejl  w^omen,  whofe  ulual  fyllem  is 
a little  deranged,  and  who  cannot  bear  a 
midwife  who  has  born  half  a dozen  children 
to  be  their  cafuift,  whether  they  are  breeding 
or  not,  and  how  far  gone.  1 fay,  it  is  for 
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the  purpofe  of  qualifying  thefe  boys  to  fatisfy 
the  curiofity  of  womeUy  alias  female  brutes, 
who  are  fufficiently  fafhionable  to  be  beyond 
the  reach  of  vulgar  cenfure,  and  who  have 
forgotten  to  blufli,  unlefsit  be  by'the 
afliftance  of  rouge.  Women  who  trample 
on  the  laws  of  decorum,  and  under  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  matrimony,  flare  chaflity  out  of 
countenance. 

Are  fuch  females  proper  companions  for 
others,  who  patiently  wait  two  or  three 
months  after  they  think  they  have  conceived, 
till  they  can  determine  the  matter  without 
the  help  of  a midwife  doflor  to  examine  them, 
firfl  by  the  nipples,  then  by  the  vagina  and 
reftum,  and  laftly  by  the  abdomen,  handing 
or  lying,  according  to  the  advice  of  Dr. 
Smcllie  ? It  is  certainly  the  interest  of 
accoucheurs  tobanifli  modefly  from  the  fair- 
fex,  becaufe  it  is  by  this  mean  only  that  man- 
midwifery  can  be  continued  : Hence  the  rule 
among  them  to  afk  women  certain  qiieflions 
when  the  hufbands  are  not  within  hearing  ; 
inflead  of  making  the  hufband  the  mean  of 
intelligence.  Why  *do  they  not  afle  fuch 
quellions  in  the  hufband’s  prefence  Or  elfe 
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aflc  the  hufband  inhead  of  the  wife  ? The 
reafon  is  obvious;  they  take  this  firfl 
(under  the  proteftion  of  their  profefTion) 
in  order  to  break  females  in,  and  prepare 
them  for  a reception  of  their  obhetric  fer- 
vices. 

I fay  this  is  done  under  the  proteftion  of 
their  profeffion,  as  the  hufband  would  cer- 
tainly chaftife  any  other  man,  whd  dared  to 
ufe  fuch  indecent  language  to  his  wife. 

But  to  refume  the  fubjed  : I do  not  charge 
Dr.  Hamilton  with  a Touching  Lecture;  but 
I affure  you,  Sir,  I know  thofe  who  have  at- 
tended them  in  London. 

At  any  rate,  I think  ledurers  fhould  con- 
tent themfelves  with  teaching  their  male- 
pupils  the^increafe  and  elevation  of  the 
gravid  uterus ; and  as  no  fingle-man  ought 
to  pradife  midwifery,  let  pupils  fufpend  their 
touching  till  they  get  married,  and  can  exer- 
cife  it  lawfully.  Neither  do  I think  it  law- 
ful for  ANY  man  to  ufe  the  catheter  on  a 
woman,  being  a bufinefs  proper  for  females 
only  to  exercife.  What  do  you  think.  Sir, 
of  a woman  being  expofed  to  the  full  view 
of  a man,  the  parts  being  fo  fwelled  that  he 

can- 
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cannot  find  the  meatus  urinariiis  without 
ocular  afiiftance  ? and  at  the  fame  time  not 
in  labour,  but  unable  to  pafs  her  water  feve- 
ral  days  after  delivery. 

And  pray,  Sir,  why  do  not  obftetric  leftu* 
rers  teach  women  how  to  do  this,  fince  it 
may  be  learned  in  half  an  hour  ? Is  the  ana- 
tomy of  the  bladder  and  urethra  fo  abftrufe, 
that  women  have  not  a capacity  to  learn  it  ? 

So  you  would  perfuade  your  patients ; 

<1 

Till  their  <wi/e  hufbands,  gull’d  by  avis  Wkt  ihe/e^ 

**  Grow  gentle,  tradable,  and  tame  as  gee/e*'* 

So  much  for  the  fecond  ftage  of  obftetric 
education ; I fhall  now  open  the  gvand 
fcene.  You  remember,  Sir,  it  was  a rule 
with  the  late  Dr.  Smellie,  to  have  his  pupils 
prefent  at  the  delivery  of  his  poor  hofpital 
patients,  and  alfo  of  poor  women  at  their 
own  dwellings : the  following  are  his  own 
words.  ^ In  that  feries  of  ‘courfes,  one 
" thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  poor  wo- 
men have  been  delivered  in  the  prefence 
‘ of  thofe  who  attended. me,  over  and  above 

^ ^ thofe 


* January  and  May,  line  270. 
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^ thofe  difficult  cafes  to  which  w^e  are  often 
« called  by  midwives*.’  Now,  Sir,  we  will 
enquire,  how  Dr.  Smellie  and  thcfe  fwarms 
of  male  pupils  that  attended  together  w^ere 
employed  ; and  for  this  purpofe  alfo  I fhall 
quote  Dr.  Smellie’s  own  words. 

‘ Her  breech  being  moved  toward  the 
c bed -fide,  fome  of  the  gentlemen  kept  her 
‘ in  that  pofition.’  See  Colledion  25,  Num- 
ber 2,  Cafe  3. 

^ In  the  year  1749,  I,  with  my  pupils,  at- 
« tended  one  of  our  women  in  Drury-lane.* 
But  zee  were  all  miftaken  as  to  the  pofi- 

* tion  of  the  head;  for  /,  as  well  as  my  fupilsy 
‘ imagined^  that,  as  the  head  w^as  fo  low.  See,* 

‘ 1 had  her  put  in  the  fame  pofition,  and 
‘ applied  the  forceps  in  the  fame  manner  as 
< in  the  aforementioned  cafe.  I then  pulled 

* gently  every  pain,  and  the  woman  being  ex~ 

* pofed  to  Jhtw  the  operation,  I was  furprized 

* to  fee  what  I imagined  the  occiput  come  • 
4 along  from,  under  the  pubes,  &c.’  See 
Cafe  III.  CoUeflion  28. 

* Oh  the  modejl  Dr.  Smellie  I he  firft  per- 

mitted 
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mitted  all  his  pupils  to  examine  the  patient, 
and  then  uncovered  her  during  the  operation 
■with  the  forceps,  that  they  all  might  fee  the 
child’s  entrance  into  the  world. 

But  I will^  quote  another  cafe  or  two, 
^ A woman  in  the  year  1743  befpoke  me  to 
^ attend  her.  I had  the  patient  laid  fupine, 

* acrofs  the  bed,  and  her  legs  fupported  by 

* two  of  my  pupils.’  See  Col.  23,  1, 

Cafe  II.  . ^ 

‘ As  the  midwives  and  gentlemen  could 
‘ not  feel  any  part  of  the  child  prefent,  they 
^ fufpefted  it  would  be  a preternatural  cafe, 
^ and fent  forme.’  See  Col.  23,  Cafe  5,  N"^i. 
^ Being  called  in  the  year  1 743,  to  a woman 
1 in  St.  Alban’s  ftreet,  c^c.’  ‘ I was  obliged 
‘ to  turn  her  on  her  back,  and  acrofs  the 
‘ bed,  with  her  breech  to  the  fide,  and  her 
‘ legs  fupported  by  two  ajjijlants:  Sec  CoL 
‘ 34,  1,  Cafe  I. 

It  appears  that  the  dodor  was  not  obliged 
to  pull  this  woman  about  in  this  manner,  as 
there  were  two  females  prefent,  who  were 
much  more  proper  fo,r  that  taflv  than  the 
doQor.  Befides,  it  would  have  been  more 
decent  to  call  the  woman’s  hufband  up  to 

do 
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do  It,  if  at  home.  But  you  know,  Sir,  huf-. 
bands  are  very  inconvenient  in  labour  rooms, 
as  they  might  happen  to  be  a little  angry  at 
feeing  their  wives  turned  into  one  pofition 
after  another,  by  the  doBor ; and  then  ex- 
.amined,  and  their  legs  fupported  by  his 
pupils,  and  finally,  twined  bare^  and  expofed 
to  the  eyes  of  all  prefent.  Therefore,  Sir, 
let  the  prefent  cuftom  be  continued,  per- 
fuade  htifbands  that  none  but  medical  hish- 
prieft s mull  enter  the  fanBiim  fanBorum,  and 
that  it  is  quite  indecent  for  the  patient’s  own 
hufband  to  attend  the  birth  of  his  own  child. 
Tell  them  that  it  is  true  courage  in  a huf- 
band, to  fly  from  his  wife's  dillrefs,  while 
her  mother,  or  filler  flies  to  it.  Tell  them, 
that  hufl^ands  muff  affebl  to  be  quite  un- 
manned when  their  wives  are  in  labour,  and 
mufl  fay  they  cannot  withftand  the  fcenc. 
I'ell  them,  they  ought  to  run  out  of  fight,  if 
their  wives  happen  to  fall  into  the  water, 
and  by  no  means  look  how  another  man 
faves  them.  Tell  them  it  is  fpurious  fympa- 
thy  which  approaches  diffrefs ; like  that  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  who  flood  by  the  crofs, 
when  her  fon  was  dying  in  fuch  agonies. 

Or 
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Or  like  that  of  the  Samaritan,  who  took  care 
of  the  wounded  ftranger;  and  don’t  forget 
to  tell  them,  that  the  prieft  and  the  Levite 
who  would  not  go  near  him,  a8:cd  nobly. 

If  a woman  in  labour  want  any  encourage- 
ment, you  know.  Sir,  her  hufband  is  the 
moft  ^wproper  perfon  in  the  world  to  impart 
it,  that  being  the  doftor  s province. 

Indeed,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  occafion  for 
a hufband  to  attend  his  wdfe’s  labour,  in  order 
to  proteQ  her  from  the  infults  of  her  man- 
midwife,  becaufe  there  is  no  danger  of  pupils 
being  corrupted  by  the  example  of  their 
lefturer.  Medical  men  are  as  immaculate 
as  our  firfl  parents  w^ere  before  their  fall ; 
therefore  Dr.  Srnellie’s  pupils  carried  bis 
advice  into  their  pra^'lice,  becaufe  his  own 
practice  was  fo  confonant  therewith. 

‘ An  accoucheur’  (fays  he,  defcribing  the 
qualifications  of  men-midwivesj  ‘ ought  to 
a6I  and  fpeak  with  the  utmofl  delicacy  of 
decorum,  and  never  violate  the  truft  re- 
‘ pofed  in  him,  fo  as  to  harbour  the  lead  in- 
‘ decent  or  immoral  defign,  but  demean 
^ himfclf  in  all  refpefts  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
" nity  of  his  profefrion.’  Now,  Sir,  you  plain- 

ly 
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ly  perceive  what  the  do8:or  meant  by  this 
harangue;  or  if  you  cannot  underftand  him^ 
I will  endeavour  to  affifl  you  fherein. 

He  undoubtedly  wifhed  to  tell  his  pupils, 
that  altho’  they  had  feen  him  uncover  women 
before  them  all^  and  turn  and  twift  them  ac- 
cording to  his  own  pleafure  ; at  the  fame 
time  permitting  them  (his  pupilsj  to  hold 
their  legs  afunder,  and  examine  them  per 
vaginam  ; they  muft  take  care  to  ^ aH  with 

* delicacy  of  decorum,  and  demean  .them- 

* felves  in  all  refpefts  fuitable  to  the  dignity 

^ of  their  profeffion  whenever  the  huf- 

band  was  prefent.  A dignified  profefiTion 
truly  ! Dignified  by  aftions  which  themafter 
of  a brothel  would  blufh  at. 

And  are  thefe  the  men  to  whofe  hands  I 
am  compelled  (by  the  laws  of  fafnion  and 
CLiflom)  to  commit  the  mod  facred  part  of 
my  wife's  perfon,  to  treat  it  as  /Arj);  pleafe ; 
not  daring  to  vifit  her,  till  they  have  done 
with  her  ? I once  knew  a man  that  afked 
leave  of  his  wife’s  accoucheur,  to  attend  her 
(his  own  wife)  during  her  delivery.  The 
do6lor  anfwered,  ‘ It  is  indelicate;  Sir,  and 
^ I advife  you  not  to  do  it.’ 
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My  wife  is  now  pregnant,  Sir,  and  I al- 
lure you,  if  I fliould  lo  far  forget  that  I am 
the  mailer  of  my  own  houfe,  as  to  put  luch 
a queftion  to  an  accoucheur,  when  flte  is 
delivered,  I will  carry  the  matter  to  its  ne 
plus  ultra,  and  by  no  means  prefume  to  re- 
vifit  her  bed,  at  the  end  of  the  month,  till  I 
have  obtained  the  doctor’s  leave  fo  to  do. 

You  muji  be  convinced,  that  it  is  improper 
(on  many  accounts)  for  hulbands  to  attend 
their  wives’  labours,  when  they  employ  men- 
midwives;  and  that  the  requifition  of  their 
abfence,  was  from  the  beginning,  and  ftill  is, 
a very  wife  and  prudent  meafure  ; for  which 
I fliall  give  you  ftill  better  reafons  hereafter. 
In  the  mean  time, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 


LET- 
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• ' LETTER  \TII. 

SIR, 

’ng,  it  Height  have 
been  full  as  modeft,  if  Dr.  Olborn  had 
not  fuffered  his  30  pupils  to^  examine  Eliz. 
Sherwocjd  wiien  fhe  w^as  in  labour;  as  his 
own  defcription  of  her  cafe  would  have 
anfwercd  the  fame  purpofe.  But  it  feems 
Dr.  Smellie  was  by  no  means  fingular  in 
drilling  his  ohjletric  recruits  to  face  any  things 
and  go  through  thick  and  ihin^  when  called 
to  withftand  a troop  of  petticoats.  Poor 
bafhful  young  gentlemen ! they  certainly 
dart  at  a flafli  in  the  pan  on  their  firft  en- 
trance among  the  delicate  corps;  but  they  are 
not  fent  into  the  Jield  of  praUice^  till  they 
be  qualified  to  march  to  the  female  tent 
without  difmay.’ 

I (hall  now  confider,  how  far  your  mode 
of  teaching  midwifery  to  young  men,  is  con- 
fiftent  with  decency. 

In  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Gray,  you  obferve, 
that  two  of  your  pupils  waited  on  her,  name- 
ly, Dr.  Daly  and  Dr.  Ball ; that  the  former 
was  prefent  at  her  preceding  labour  (by 

favour 
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jfavoii)'  of  anotlier  praftitioner)  and  knew 
her  a'^ain  : that  your  (on  alfo  attended  her 
at  the  re(|ue{l  of  Dr.  Daly.  Another  tirnc 
file  was  attended  by  I\ir.  Cathcart  and  Mt* 
Woodford,  being  two  of  your  pupils.  Here 
then  we  find,  no  lefs  than  fix  men  are  as  well 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Gray’s  perfon  as  ncr 
owm  hufband  is,  and  all  this  perfeDly  con- 
fident with  obdetric  decency. 

j * 

In  the  cafe  of  Nelly  Sanderfon,  who  w’as 
admitted  into  the  lying-in  ward  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Saturday,  May  12,  1792,  you 
obferve,  the  pupils  of  your  clafs  were  fent 
for,  although  the  os  uteri  was  orAy  beginning 
to  dilate.  Though  40  years  old,  and  ricketty, 
the  pupils  mujl  be  admitted  to  her  in  the 
\^ry  beginning  of  her  lingering  labour. 

You  alfo  fay,  that  on’the23d,  at  eleven 
^o'clock  at  night,  your  fon  requefted,  that  the 
attending  might  leave  her  to  the 
care  of  the  matron  of  the  ward  all  night,  that 
file  might  not  be  fatigued  by  their  enquiries, 
nor  overheated  by  their  crowding  the  room. 

You  then  proceed  to  obfejve,  that  in  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  the  matron,  obferving 
an  alteration  in  the  child’s  pofition,  defired 

the 


the  pupils  to  be  immediately  called.  Now, 
Sir,  are  you  per/ecily  fatisficd,  that  it  is  con- 
fiflent  with  both  decency  and  fafety,  to  fend 
a number  of  young  men  to  examine  a poor 
creature  in  labour/  when  they  pleafe  ? I fup- 
pofe  this  is  what  you  mean,  by  the  term, 
^ fatiguing  enquiries.^  Does  not  fuch  over- 
iieating,  and  fuch  crowding  often  produce  a 
fever,  from  which  th6  patient  does  not  al- 
w^avs  recover? 

Does  not  the  fight  of  fo  many-  males,  long 
before  the  forcing  pains  commence,  add 
mental  terror  to  bodily  pain  ? If  the  ap- 
proach of  one  Jlrange  man  retard  the  labour 
(which  before  was  in  a promifing  and  forward 
Hate)  which  has  often  been  the  cafe,  what 
effed;  mult  the  prefence  and  repeated  exami- 
nations of  40  or  50  mad-headed  young  fel- 
lows  have  ? ' Is  not  the  os  uteri,  and  alfo  (he 
os  externum  rendered  rigid,  by  making  fo 
free  with  them  ? Are  not  the  membranes 
often  prematurely  broken  by  the  fame  means  ? 
In  fhort.  Sir,  do  you  think  it  decent  and 
becoming,  to  fuffer  fuch  a number  of  young 
men  to  be  in  a room  with  a woman  in  labour; 
provided  they  do  nothing  but  look  on?  Is  it 

not 
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not  treating  a luiman  being  as  if  flie  were  a 
cow  cal viiicr  ? 

o 

You  may  be  ready  to  fay,  that  pupils 
ought  to  attend  all  the  labours,  in  oidcr  to 
learn  how  to  manage  the  various  kinds  of 
labour. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  I obferve,  they  have  no 
occafion  to  learn  natural  and  manual  labours 
at  all,  being  the  bulinefsof  females.  If  they 

mull  do  it,  only  one  ought  to  be  fent  to  each 
patient. 

I hey  have  no  occafion  to  learn  the  ufe  of 
(the  forceps  on  nature,  as  the  machine  is  as 
japplicable  to  them.  In  this  particular  Dr’s. 
tSniellicand  Ofborn  perfeflly  agree  with  me. 

‘ In  the  courfe  of’my  leaures,’  (fays  Dr. 
'Smelliej  ‘ almofl  every  obfervation  has  a 
refeience  to  the  working  of  thole  ihachines 
' which  I have  contrived  to  refernble  and 
' reprefent  real  women-  and  children  ; and 
on  which  all  the  kinds  of  different  labours 
are  demonflrated,  and  evmn  performed,  by 
I’  every  individual,  ffudent. 

. MIe 


* See  the  preface  to  Smellle’s  iMidwifery. 
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^ He  muft  have  aftually  performed  it  on 

* the  mac’unes  with  his  own  hands  very  many 

* times,  and  thereby  acquired  a competent 
‘ knowledge  of  the  theory, and  a perfect 
^ knowledge  of  the  PRACTICE 

Now,  Sir,  I would  afk  you,  what  youi* 
pupils  can  learn  at  a labour  when  the  forceps 
arc  ufed,  and  where  the  patient’s  parts  are 
not  expofed  to  their  vit'O)  during  the'delivery  ? 
The  forceps  can  only  be  ufed  by  one  at  a 
time,  and  if  the  woman  be  covered,  the  refl 
cannot  know  how  they  are  ufed;  but  if  wo- 
men be  uncovered  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
the  machine  is,  they  may  have  ocular  de- 
monftration.  Forceps  cafes  feldom  occur, 
and  I wifli  they  were  the  only  occafions  of 
indecency. 

It  is  perfeHly  confident  with  decency  for 
a plurality  of  women  to  attend  labours  with 
a view  to  information,  but  there  ought  not 
to  be  fo  many  as  to  heat  the  room,  or  injure 
the  patient  with  their  noife.  At  any  rate, 
a patient  cannot  be  fo  much  alarmed  by  the 
prefence  and  examinations. of  her  own  fex, 
as  by  a parcel  of  boys  about  her  bed. 

^ See  Eflays  on  the  Pradice  of  Midwifery,  p.  97. 
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It  is  very  decent  for  midwives  to  learn  the  ' 
ufe  of  the  catheter  on  living  females,  and  the 
art  of  touching,  in  order  to  afeertain  whether 
women  be  pregnant  or  not,  and  how  far 
gone ; but  that  it  is  abominably  indecent 
for  men  to  draw  off  water,  attend  touching 
lediures,  and  labours  in  crow^ds,  I will  main^ 
tain;  therefore  they  are  naturally  difqualified 
to  learn  midwifery  according  to  the  rules  of 
decency ; and  they  are  much  more  difquali- 
bed  to  pra8ife  it  according  to  thofe  rules, 
however  they  may  pretend  to  do  it,  becaufe  ' 
it  requires  an  interctmrfe  between  the  two 
fexes,  which  decorum  cannot  tolerate  when 
it  is  unneceffary.  What  a fname  it  is  for  a 
man  to  fet  hirnlelf  up,  to  tell  women  how  far 
they  are  gone  with  child?  And  yet  men  pre- 
tend to  be  better  judges  than  midwives,  who 
(having  had  childrenj  know  the  changes  in 
the  gravid  uterus  experimentally. 

Before  I difinifs  this  head,  1 have  a very 
ferious  queftion  to  put  to  you. 

Is  the  Continental  Chair  ufed  in  Edin- 
burgh, or  is  it  not? 

Obferve,  I do  not  affirm  it,  as  it  is  pof- 
fible  I may  have  been  mifinfoimed ; my  in- 
telligence 
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telligence  was  received  from  an  Edinburgh 
pupil,  whofe  name  is  at  your  fervice.  If  it 
be  not  ufed,  a fimple  negative  will  fuffice  to 
remove  the  fufpicion ; therefore  I fliall  not 
comment  on  the  ufe  of  it  in  this  work,  but 
content  rnyfelf  with  declaring,  ,that  fuch  a 
method  of  delivery  fby  males)  ought  not  to 
be  tolerated  in  a civilized  nation,  becaufe 
all  the  attendants  may  fee  the  woman’s  parts, 
and  the  expulfion  of  the  foetus  and  placenta, 
if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  look. 

If  this  be  permitted  in  the  Edinburgh 
hofpitals,  I am  no  longer  at  a lofs  for  the 
reafon  why  fo  many  male  pupils  attend  one 
patient  together  : at  the  fame  time  I muft 
confefs,  that  a great  number  of  pupils  attend 
the  lying-^in  hofpitals  together  in  London  > 
fo  the  fouth  needs  reformation  as  well  as  the 
north.  After  what  has  been  faid,  I leave  you 
and  the  public  to  determine,  whether  the 
education  of  men-midwives  be  confident 
with  decency ; and  whether  modejl  females 
ought  to  commit  their  perfons  into  their  de- 
licaie  hands,  when  their  hufbands  are  not  in 
the  room  to  pro:e6l  them  from  infult,  by 

being 
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being  wantonly  uncovered  to  shew  the 
operation.)  &c.  according  to  the  chajle  ex- 
ample of  Dr.  Smellie. 

y 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  / " 


LET- 


( 86  ) 


LETTER  IX.  • 

SIR, 

T AM  now  arrived  at  the  Fourth  propofi- 
tion,  viz.  To  fliew  what  effe^ls  are  pro- 
duced by  THAT  mode  of  educating  men- 
niidwives,  which  has  been  the  fubjedl  of  the 
laft  two  letters. 

Firjl^  Danger  and  indecency  are  the  ef- 
feBs  of  the  firfl  llage  of  fuch  an  education. 

By  the  firll  ftage,  I mean,  the  praEicc  of 
apprentices,  before  they  have  learned  the 
theory  of  midwifery. 

O ne  of  the  pupils  at  St.  Bartholomew  s 
hofpital,  told  me,  about  a-year  ago,  that  he 
attended  one  of  his  mailer’s  patients  in 
labour,  and  found  the  navel-Ilring  prefented 
lirh,  which  he  returned,  and  fent  for  his 
mailer,  not  knowing  how  to  proceed.^  I 
hardly  need  inform  you,  the  child  was  still 
BORN  ; nor  can  vou  doubt  but  this  novice 
broke  the  membranes  by  his  officious  and 
awkward  examinations,  and  caufed  the  funis 
to  defeend  in  the  current  of  waters,  before 
the  head  had  entered  the  pelvis. 

So  much  for  the  death  of  one  child,  by 

cm- 
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employing  boys  in  midwifery!  but  you  know. 
Sir,  boys  inuft  be  more  expert  and  fafe  than 
women  who  have  delivered  hundreds,  or 
perhaps  thoufands  fafely,  becaufe  they  are 
only  women  after  all, 

I fhall  not  trouble  you  with  any  more 
cafes  in  allufion  to  this  jirjl  ftage,  but  con- 
tent myfelf  with  two  interrogations  refpeS- 
ing  the  decency  of  it,  which  I before  touched 
upon. 

What  kind  of  decency  is  that  which  tole- 
rates iht prefence  of  fuch  boys  (to  fay  nothing 
about  their  handling,  &c.)  in  a labour  room  ; 
and  which  at  the  fame  time  requires  the  ab- 
fence  of  a hufband,  who  is  old  enough  to  be 
the  operator’s  father  ? And  what  is  the  rea- 
fbn  that  midwife  doftors  (both  young  and  old) 
require  the  abfence  of  hufbands,  while  they 
deliver  their  wives  ? 

Jhefe  queftions  I leave  you  to  anfwer. 

I now  enter  on  the  feeond  ftage,  whereon 
I ftiail  not  dwell  long*; 

o 

You  may  perhaps  have  heard,  that  one  of 
tlie  London  pupils  was  caught  in  bed  with 
bis  patient  the  day  before  her  deliverv* 

You  have  not*  heard  (X  apprehend}  that 

L z four 
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four  pupils  uncovered  a female  from  the 
feet  to  the  waift,  not  twelve  months  fince, 
declaring  they  would  fee  if  flic  was  a fine 
woman. 

This,  however,  I was  an  involuntary  wit- 
< nefs  to. 

Nor  have  you  heard,  that  one  of  them 
defired  his  patient  to  guide  his  hand  to  the 
parts  where  flie  felt  pain,  pretending  he  could 
not  underftand  fo  well  by  a verbal  deferip- 
tion.  This  alfo  I was  a witnefs  to. 

I now  pafs  on  to  the  condu6l  of  thofe  who 
have  entered  into  bufinefs,  after  receiving 
fuch  a decent  education. 

I believe  I need  not  inform  you,  that  thofe 
of  them  who  are  hearty  fellows^  and  under- 
fland  drinking  as  well  as  xvenching^  fome- 
times  go  a ftep  too  far  in  their  cups,  and 
deferibe  the  hidden  charms  of  their  fair 
patients  to  their  pot  companions ; and  fome- 
times  the  intelligence  circulates  till  it  reaches 
the  ears  of  their  hufbands,  who  (no  doubt) 
nuift  be  pleafed  to  hear  what  fine  limbs,  Scz. 
their  wives  have. 

This  affertion  I am  prepared  to  prove. 

I well  remember  being, told  about  ten 

years 
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years  Gncc,  by  a medical  gentleman  who  had 
juLl  commenced  man-widwife,  (and  who  has 
fince  pleafed  the  ladies  fo  well  that  he  can 
afford  to  keep  a carriage)  that  he  had  been 

to  deliver  Mrs.  of  her  firfl  child,  and 

that  flie  was  the  fined  mach  woman  he  kneiv* 


r> 


I apprehend.  Sir,  you  can  guefs  how  h 
became  acquainted  with  her  fine  make*  It 
was  certainly  in  the  zvay  of  his  profeffion. 
)o  you  think  he  could  judged  fo  wdl 
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of  her  fine  make,  if  her  hulbarid  had  been 
prefent  ? ’ Hiifbands  ought  certainly  to  keep 
at  a proper  diftance  from  their  wives,  'when 
men-midwives  are  bufily  and  curioufly  em- 


ployed about  their  perfons  ; and  that,  for 


very  decency  s fake. 

Need  I introduce  the  gallant  Dr.  Morley, 
or  the  famous  Suffolk  hero,  both  of  whom 
were  tried  for  ravifliing  their  obftetric  pati- 
ents ; or  fliall  I pafs  on  to  your  own  coun- 
tryman, Dr.  Smellie,  and  call  him  out  of  his 
grave  as  a witnefs  to  the  fubfequent  praftice 

of  thofe  who  are not  educated  in  the 

Emperor  of  Morocco’s  feraglio  ; nor  among 
the  Bramins  and  their  concubines,  at  Surat; 
but  within  the  chafe  walls  of  a Britifli  lying- 
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ill  hofpital,  where  males  pradife  ? I 
ihall  I quote  the  teftimony  of  Dr.  Smellic, 
concerning  the  niodefly  of  thofe  men  whofe 

hoards  court  the  atteniion  of  every  pal- 
hng  female  ? 

‘ Air.  II.  was  called  about  two  or  three  in 
the  morning,  and  found  a leg  of  the  cliild 
‘ prelenting;  but  when  he  tried  to  brino- 
‘ down  the  body  of  the  child,  he  found  that 
‘ it  was  large,  and  the  pelvis  narrow.  He 
font  immediately  for  Mr.  \V.  in  Bilhopf- 
^ gate  ftreet,  wlio  brought  down  the  body, 
^ but  could  not  deliver  the  head,  &c.  I be- 
^ ing  called,  arrived  about  eight  o’clock, 
' and  took  two  gentlemen  along  with  me.  I 
' had  her  laid  acrofs  the  bed,  her  breech  a 
^ little  over  the  fide,  and  two  of  the  gentle- 
men  fupported  her  legs;  one  of  them  alfo 
‘ fupported  her  body  till  I introduced  my 
‘ right  hand,  See.'*  See  Coll.  35,  cafe  13. 

Here  we  find  four  of  thefe  gentlemen 
bufy  at  once,  two  about  the  w^omen’s  legs, 
one  about  her  body,  and  one  trying  to  de- 
liver her. 

And  how  came  they  to  be  fo  officious? 
Were  not  three  females  to  be  found,  in,  or 

about 
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about  Bifliopfgate-flrcet  ? Dr.  Smellie  tells 
us  bow  Mr.  H,  and  Mr.  W.  happened  to 
purfue  this  indecent  conduft;  they  were 
both  educated  under  him  about  eight  years 
before.  So  that  they  were  fo  well  grounded 
in  their  hofpital  Icffons  (holding  up  women’s 
legs,  when  fprawled  out  before  an  operator’s 
eyes)  a?>  to  carry  them  faithfully  into  their 
own  private  pradlice,  eight  years  afterward. 
Surely,  Sir,  thofe  women  who  are  {o  foolijhly 
fcrupulous  as  to  employ  mid  wives,  mult 
envy  the  happy  lot  of  this  woman,  who  was 
fupported  by  the  foft  and  delicate  hands  of 
th  ree  gentlemen,  who  were  fo  kind  and  lender 
as  to  lay  afide  all  JooliJJi  ceremony ^ in  order 
to  avoid  giving  trouble  to  the  woman’s  huf- 
band,  who  ought  by  no  means  to  make  fo  fre& 
with  his  wife  when  delivered,  as  thefe  three 
auxiliary  doflors  did.  They  alfo  avoided 
giving  trouble  to  the  woman’s  female  friends, 
by  this  extraordinary  kindnefs. 

Many  women  have  faid,  it  matters  not 
toho  arc  engaged  about  their  perfons,  when 
their  violent  pains  come  on  ; neither  fex 
nor  number  can  then  affefl  them,  beino-  too 
much  occupied  with  their  agonies.  This  I 
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know  is  true ; but  arc  they  unaffcdled  by 
males  in  the  beginning  of  labour?  are  they 
incapable  of  anticipation  and  reflection?  can 
a modejl  woman  be  pleafed  with  herfelf  for 
expofing  her  parts  to  another  man  befides 
her  hufband,  when  it  might  have  been  pre- 
vented by  employing  one  of  her  own  fex, 
who  (file  knows)  has  delivered  hundreds  lafe- 
ly  ? Did  not  a lady  in  the  city  continue 
eight  days  in^  labour,  becaufe  her  pains  re- 
ceded, whenever  the  doClor  (who  wa5  forced 
on  her  by  her  friends),  approached  lier  ? I 
can  tell  you  her  name,  if  you  defire  it. 

If  it  be  lawful  to  employ  initn  in  midw'i- 
•fery,  (who  ufe  as  little  ceremony  wdth  a wo- 
man, as  if  fhe  belonged  to  the  brute  crea- 
tion) in  preference  to  females,  why  not  call 
in  a flout  porter^  or  chairman y to  hold  a wo- 
man in  labour,  in  preference  to  women  ? 
why  not  fend  for  a man  to  injeCI  a clyfler? 
why  not  employ  male-nurfes,  &c.  See.? 

Well,  Sir,  do  you  want  any  farther  proof, 
that  an  indecent  education  mujl  produce  an 
indecent  operator?  Proof,  I fay,  for  I have 
not  entertained  you  with  a fenfelcfs  harangue, 
or  with  dogmatic  ipse  dixits  ; but  I have 

re- 
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related  a few  fafts,  believing  (with  the  poet) 
that 

‘ Blunt  truths  more  mifchief  than  nice  falflioods  do,’ 

Thefe  truths  I fubmit  to  the  confideration 
of  thofe  hufbands,  who  have  hitherto  em- 
ployed men  to  deliver  their  wives ; but  who, 
owing  to  affe8ed  fenfibility,  jealoufy,  or  a 
fear  of  having  their  ears  pulled  (being  hen- 
pecked) during  their  wives*  pains,  which 
make  them  crofs  and  captious,  have  always 
fneaked  out  of  the  room  as  foon  as  the  doc- 
tor entered  it,  leaving  him  to  be  the  foie 
lord  of  the  bedchamber » 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 


( 94  ) 


LETTER  X. 

SIR, 

T SHALL,  in  the  Fifth  place,  enquire 
whether  the  praHice  of  male-mid  wives 
(when  inftruments  are.  not  wanted)  be  con- 
liflent  with  fafety  to  mother  and  child. 
Under  this  head  alfo,  I fliall  do  little  more 
than  relate  fimple  faUs,  and  add  thereto  a 
few  quotations;  leaving  you  and  the  public 
to  comment  thereon.  And,  firft,  I fhall  call 
your  attention  to  the  fatal  circumftance 
which  took  place  under  the  hands  of  the  late 
Dr.  W.  You  have  doubtlefs  heard  of  it, 
therefore  1 fliall  relate  it  very  briefly. 

The  do6lor  had  occafion  to  introduce  his 
hand  into  the  uterus,  after  it  had  begun  to 
contraft,  and  doubled  his  fill  to  refill  it,  in- 
head of  keeping  it  flat  during  each  pain  ; 
therefore  the  womb  fplit  upon  his  hand. 
One  of  the  patient’s  inteftines  defcended 
through  the  rent,  and  the  do6lor  cut  it  off 
with  his  fciflars,  wrapped  it  up  in  a cloth, 
and  put  it  in  his  pocket : the  nuiTe  hearing 
her  miftrefs  fiiriek,  fufpedled  he  had  done 
fomcthing  wrong,  and  picked  the  cloth  out 

of 
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oF  his  pocket,  having  feen  him  put  it  in. 
When  fhe  Faw  the  reeking  gut,  file  fhrieked, 
and  fell  down  in  a fwoon. 

The  confufion  brought  others  in  the  houfe 
up  flairs  ; feveral  doftors  were  called  in  im- 
mediately, who  endeavoured  to  glofs  over 
the  bufinefs;  for  though  confcience  com- 
pelled Dr.  W.  to  declare  he  had  ruptured 
the  womb,  they  repeatedly  anfwered,'  ^ You 
‘ mean  to  fay,  the  uterus  i s ruptured,  doSor.' 

Some  have  tried  to  excufe  the  doDor,  by 
faying,  he  was  not  fober;  but  I would  aflc, 
whether  a drunkard  ought  to  praftife  midwi- 
fery ? and  alfo,  whether  there, are  not  many 
profeffors  of  it  guilty  of  this  vice  ? 

One  of  the  London  lefturers  (not  Dr, 
Ofborn)  tells  his  pupils  the  following  flory, 
as  well  as  the  preceding  one  ; which  I have 
heard  him  do  repeatedly, 

^ Some  years  flnce  I was  called  to  a very 
^ impatient  woman,,  who  perpetually  teazed 
‘ me  to  try  pains,  imagining  it  eafed  her. 

' Though  the  labour  was  not  in  a forward 

* flate,  file  was  not  fatisfied  when  I was  away 

* from  her;  therefore  I kept  my  finger  in 
‘ the  vagina,  and  fell  afleep  in  THAT 

E 6 SITU^ 
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- ^ SITUATION.  When  a ftrong  pain  came, 
^ I awoke,  and  then  nodded  again,  till  1 fell 

* ijito  a found  deep,  (having  been  up  two  or 
‘ three  preceding  nights)  and  did  not  awake, 
‘ till  the  liquor  amnii  was  running  down  my 

* arm.  The  firft  thing  I felt,  was  the  funis  ; 

* greatly  alarmed,  and  hardly  knowing  what 
^ to  do  between  deeping  and  waking,  I did 

* nothing.  The  pulfation  foon  ceafed,  and 
‘ the  child  was  born  dead.  I then  afked, 
' when  die  had  felt  the  child,  die  faid, 

Very  lately.”  I perfuaded  her  it  mud  be 

* a midake,  having  been  dead  a confiderable 

* time.  So  I faved  my  reputation,  though 

* I unfortunately  lod  the*  child  by  my  ne- 

* gligence/ 

Would  the  doflor  have  been  caught  nap- 
ping, if  the  woman’s  hud>and  had  been  in 
the  room  ? And  would  the  child’s  life  have 
been  lod 

Some  years  fince,  a poor  woman  in  Lon- 
don, difmided  the  midwife  who  had  deliver- 
ed her  feveral  times,  becaufe  a man  (who  now 
cuts  a very  great  figure)  offered  to  attend  her 
for  half  the  fum.  The  next  time  fhe  faw 
her  midwife,  die  told  her,  it  was  a dear  de- 
livery 
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liverv  to  her,  as  flie  was  never  likely  to 
recover  the  wounds  flie  had  received  from 
his  inftruments. 

Not  long  fince,  one  of  the  firft-rate  Lon- 
don doQors  was  called  to  attend  a woman, 
whofe  pelvis  was  fomewhat  diftorted.  It 
happened  however,  that  the  head  was  (by  the 
pains  alone)  forced  fo  low  in  the  pelvis,  that 
the  hair  on  the  fcalp  appeared  without  the 
labia  pudendi*.  He  then  fent  for  two  other 
Do6lors  to  confult  with  concerning  the  bed 
mode  of  relieving  the  patient  ; but  what  is 
very  fingular,  without  trying  what  he  could 
do  with  the  forceps,  in  a cafe  fo  likely  to 
have  fucceeded  with  them,  he  opened  the 
head  before  his  brethren  arrived,  though 
they  came  almoft  as  foon  as  called.  Unfor- 
tunately the  uterus  was  torn,  before  he  could 
extradt  the  foetus,  fo  that  the  woman  died  in  a 
few  minutes.  If  the  Do61or  can  reconcile 
the  omiffion  of  the  forceps,  and  the  opening 
of  the  head  without  confultation,  after  the 
gentlemen  were  fent  for,  with  his  confcience, 
I am  perfuaded,  he  does  not  liften  to  its  re** 
monftrances. 

He 


* External  lips  of  the  vagina. 
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He  farely  thinks  it  no  crime  to  murder  a 
child  i?i  utero.  This  cafe  I was  told,  by  one 
wlio  was  prefent  at  it,  and  who  examined  the 
woman  repeatedly. 

Perhaps  this  DoBor  followed  the  advice 
of  one  of  the  London  leQurers,  who  tells  his 
pupils  ‘ to  call  in  all  the  Do8:ors  in  the 
‘ neighbourhood,  whether  accoucheurs  or 
^ apothecaries,  or  even  their  apprentices,  if 
‘ they  be  not  at  home,  when  the  uterus  hap- 

* pens  to  be  torn.  And’  (fays  hej  ‘ you  do 

* not  convene  them  with  a view  to  confulta- 
‘ tion,  becaufe  immediate  delivery  is  the 
« only  mode  to  purfue,  but  in  order  to  pre- 
‘ ferve  your  own  reputation  ; for  they  will 
« take  care  to  fhelteryou  from  thofe  afper- 
« fions,  which  mud  otberwife  be  call  on  you 
« after  fuch  an  accident,  by  every  one  bear- 
‘ ing  a little  of  the  blame,  indead  of  your 

* having  to  bear  it  all.  Where  fo  many  are 
« called  in,  the  neighbours  can  hardly  find 
‘ out  who  was  the  original  operator.’  This 
advice  I beard  given.  It  is  a curious  joke, 
that  a number  of  men  or  boys  mud  be  call- 
led  in — not  to  adid  the  differing  woman,  but 
to  fupport  the  Doftor’s  charaBer  ; and  for- 
footh,  the  hu&and  mud  pay  them  ! This  is 

* another 
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another  efFe ft  of  hu (bands  not  attending  their 
wives*  labours,  when  they  employ  men.  It 
were  impoflible  to  impofe  thus  far  on  the 
hufband,  if  he  was  in  the  room  ; he  would 
foon  fee  the  drift  of  the  confultation. 

When  obftetric  impofition  is  fcientijically 
taught,  it  is  high  time  to  lay  it  before  the 
public. 

In  a difficult  cafe,  a fecond  operator  ought 
to  be  called-j  with  a view  to  confult  with,  and 
juftify  every  proper  (tep  which  the  (irfl  has 
taken  ; but  it  is  a farce,  to  call  half-a-dozen, 
or  half  a fcore,  where  only  one  mode  can 
be  purfued. 

t 

A woman  in  Wapping  (not  long  fince)  en- 
gaged a Doftor  of  fome  eminence  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  deliver  her  ; finding  her 
pelvis  diftorted,  he  took  his  leave,  promifing 
to  return  when  the  labour  was  further  advan- 
ced; blit  inftead  of  doing  that,  he  ordered  his 
fervants  to  fay,  he  was  from  home  ; fo  that 
the  patient's  friends  could  not  fee  him  again, 
though  they  fent  for  him  feveral  times  during 
the  three  days  of  the  patient’s  labour.  This 
was  related  to  me,  by  a perfon  who  affifted  in 
the  delivery. 


An 
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An  accoucheur  near  London  was  called  to 
a lady  who  had  previoufly  fent“for  her  mid- 
wife, but  who  was  taken  with  a hemorrhage 
before  her  arrival  ; but,  ftrange  to  tell,  he 
would  do  nothing,  becaufe  the  hufband 
would  not  fend  for  another  w^z/^-midwife, 
though  the-  woman  was  in  very  dangerous 
circumftances  owing  to  delay ; and  had  not 
the  midwife,  who  related  the  cafe  to  me,  ar- 
rived in  time  to  fave  her,  fhe  mufthave  died 
very  foon. 

A hemorrhage  you  know.  Sir,  does  not 
always  allow  the  operator  to  wait  for  advice, 
before  he  fets  about  the  delivery,  as  fuch 
delay  may  prove  fatal ; therefore  this  gen- 
tleman’s conduft  was  reprehenfible. 

A gentleman  who  runs  through  a great 
deal  of  bufinefs,  was  befpoke  to  attend  a wo- 
man in  my  neighbourhood  ; when  he  ar- 
rived, he  turned  the  child,  .faying,  it  pre- 
fented  wrong,  and  then  went  away  : he  re- 
turned in  an  hour  and  a half,  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  mother’s  pains  had  expelled  the 
child. 

He  attended  another  woman  of  her  firfl 
childj  and  (having  an  engagement  to  fpend 

his 
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bis  evening  Irom  home)  he  lorcibly  opened 
the  woman’s  partsj  inflcad  of  waiting  the  cf- 
{ eel  of  the  pains,  which  caufed  a prolapsus 
vAGiN/E*  after  delivery,  and  an  infulferahle 
liirenel's  in  the  parts,  which  flie  has  not  yet 
recovered,  being  (till  fuhjeft  to  the  prolaplus. 
Another  time  when  he  was  iiv  a hurry,  he 
would  not  wail  till  the  placenta  was  expelled, 
I)ut  tore  it  away  in  Icfs  than  15  minutes  af- 
ter the  fcxnus  was  born. 

Was  his  conducl  juilifiable  in  any  of  the 
three  cafes,  Sir  ? the  firft  was  told  to  my  wife 
by  the  woman  herfelf,  and  the  other  two  I 
cannot  be  miftaken  in,  being  in  the  houfe 
WHEN  and  WHERE  they  happened. 

A DoQor  was  fent  for  by  a midwife  to  de- 
liver a poor  woman,  who  could  not  expel  the 
child  after  the  head  had  entered  the  pelvis ; 

he  aflved,  why  Dr. , who  lived  nearer,  was 

not  applied  to  ; the  raeffenger  faid,  he  was 
from  home,  and  would  not  return  till  the 
next  day;  ‘ the  woman  mull  wait  till  he  does 
‘ return’  (anfwered  the  /^n^/er-hearted  Doc- 
tor) ^ for  I will  not  go  out  of  my  neighbour- 
^ hood.’  Another  gentleman  was  procured, 

who 

^ Dcfccnt  of  the  vagina  through  the  external  lips. 
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ivlio  delivered  her  of  a dead  child  with  his 
forceps,  which  ii  e alfured  me,  might  have 
been  faved  by  timely  afliftance. 

I fliall  now  quote  a few  cafes  from  Dr. 
Smellie’s  works.  ^ In  the  year  1750,  I was 

* called  by  a midwife  to  a very  fat  woman, 

* near  the  age  of  forty  in  labour  of  her  fird 
‘ child.  Tiie  patient’s  friends  (being  uneafy} 
^ had  fcnt  for  a gentleman  oF  the  pfofefTion, 

* who,  in  attempting  to  deliver  the  patient, 

* faid  he  had  broke  his  injlrumtntSy  and 
^ went  home  to  fetch  another  ; but  iuidead 
‘ of  returning,  he  fent  a melfage,  importing, 
^ that  he  was  obliged  to  go  and  attend  another 
< patient. 

^ The  head  advanced,  and  the  woman  was 
^ delivered  in  about  half  an  hour  after  I ar- 
‘ rived.  There  was  a fmall  opening  through 
^ one  of  the  parietal  bones  of  the  child’s 
‘ flcull;  yet  none  of  the  cerebrum  was  evacii- 
^ ated,  though  a great  deal  of  blood  was  dif- 
® charged,  notwithllanding  the  application 
‘ of  proper  cbmpreffes ; and  the  poor  child 

* DIED  moaning,  in  five  or  fix  hours  after 

* its  birth.*  See  Col.  16,  No.  1,  Cafe  3. 
Another  bleffed  effecf  of  -midwifery  ! 

tbs 
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the  child  was  killed  by  ufing  a force  upon  its 
head  which  broke  the  inftrument ; and  after 
the  ruffian  had  left  the  mother  to  die,  for 
the  fake  of  getting  a better  fee,  the  ehild  was 
expelled  by— nature  only.  ‘ But  the 
fillet  having  galled  and  torn  part  of  the 
‘ hairy  scalp  from  the  occiput,  was  the  oc- 

* cafion  of  a violent  inflammation,  of  which 
the  child  died  in  a few  days.  The  mother, 
liowever,  recovered  tolerably  well;  and 

^ fince  that  time  has  had  pretty  eafy  labours.* 
‘ Dr.  Smellie  tells  us  this  child  alfo  was  born 
by  the  efforts  of  nature,  though  it  loft  its  life 
by  the  fillet,  which  Dr.  Smellie  reprimand 
ded  the  operator  privately  for  ufing  fo  unfea- 
fonably.  See  Cob  i6,  No.  i.  Cafe  2, 

’But  Doftors  take  care  to  publifli  the  er- 
rors of  midwives  as  much  aspoffible. 

She  had  been  attended  by  a perfon  of 

* NO  education  or  praftice  in  midwifery. 

* who  finding  the  membranes  broken,  ima- 
gined it  was  his  bufinefs  to  promote  the 

‘ delivery  with  all  poffjble  expedition  ; and 
with  that  view,  fatigued  the  patient  excef- 

* fively,  by  ordering  her  to  walk  about  and 

* bear  down  w4th  all  her  force  at  every  in* 

^ confidcrable 
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* confiJerablc  pain.’  Coll,  j 5,  No.  3,  Cafe  2. 
In  the  following  cafe  he  fays,  ‘ Soon  after 

* this  occafion,  I was  called  to  a labour  by 

* di gentleman  of  very  little  experience  in 

* the  praBice  of  midwifery,  ‘ I con- 

* eluded  that  the  labour  had  been  rendered 

* tedious  from,  the  premature  rupture  of  the 
‘ membranes.  I then  gave  the  gentleman  ar 
^ friendly  advice  in  private,  Sic' 

The  next  cafe  but  one  he  mentions  a 
woman  who  nearly  lofi  her  life,  by  being 
OBLIGED  to  have  male  afliftance,  as  fhe 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  examine  her  without 
great  reluBance,  and  would  by  no  means 
fuffer  him  to  draw  off  her  urine,  which  flie 
could  not  pafs.  She  permitted  him  to  do  it 
after  delivery, . when  it  was  obftruBed  three 
days,  and  for  eight  weeks  afterwards  file 
lofl;  the  power  of  retention.  ‘ As  for  the 
^ child,  (fays  he)  it  was  probably  loft  by  her 
‘ timorous  difpofttion.’  By  her  modefl  difpo- 
fition  he  means;  for  fhe  could  not  fubmit  to 
unneceffary  male  help,  being  repugnant  to 
human  nature. 

There  are  yet  a Jew  women,  who  have 
not  been  whirled  into  J ajhionublc  vortex. 

The 
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The  two  former  cafes  prove  that  there  are 
ignorant  men  as  well  as  women,  though 
females  think  themfelves  lafe  in  men’s  hands 
only.  Indeed,  I wifli  all  men  were  as  ig- 
norant of  the  management  of  natural  labours 
as  thefe  two  were;  for  they  ought  to  be 
attended  by  women  only. 

Dr.  Smellie  gives  an  account  of  an  infants 
head  being  inhumanly  opened  (Coll.  31, 
Cafe  18.)  at  Sudbury.  The  following  are  a 
few  extrafts  from  the  letter  which  he  received 
concerning  the  tranfaftion ; and  from  his  an- 
fwer  thereto. 

The  letter  was  from  MeflTrs.  B.  & L.  dated 
B.  1751. 

* A cafe  which  happened  at  Sudbury  laft 
^ Friday  or  Saturday,  attended  with  the  foU 
^ lowing  circumflances ; which  we  fhall  very 
^ fairly  and  juftly  relate,  partly  from  the 
4 teftimony  of  the  midwife  attending,  who 
‘ had  delivered  her  before,  and  is  in  very 
« good  repute  in  thefe  parts,  and  partly  from 
^ dur  common  knowledge  of  the  woman’s 
‘ appearance;  to  wit,  flie  is  * rather  robulV 
* STRONG  conftitution,  large,  straight, 
^ and  feciningly  quite  well  proportioned. 

* She 
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^ She  was  in  labour  about  fix  or  fevcn  hours  ; 

^ pains  pretty  fcvere,  but  not  very  frequent, 

^ nor  any  figns  of  flooding;  at  which  time 

* file  lends  lor  one  who  pretends  to  praQife 
^ midwifery,  (more  from  impatience  and 

* inclination  than  any  fort  of  neceffity,)  who 

* fancied  as  foon  as  he  came,  that  fome- 
^ thing  muft  immediately  be  done,  and  there- 

* fore  proceeded  to  fiiow  his  inimitable  dex- 

* terity,  by  making  the  wound  you  now  fee 
^ with  a common  pair  of  feiffars.  as  foon  as 
‘ he  could  pofiibly  reach  the  unhappy 

* babe;  which  came  into  the  world  a most 

* SHOCKING  BLEEDING  VICTIM,  &c/ 

‘ We  cannot  fee  any  material  ufe  this 
^ opening  could  be  of;  as  no  crotchet  was 
‘ employed,  the  contents  not  evacuated,  nor 

* the  opening  large  enough  for  the  futures  to 
‘ collapfe  much  ; he  at  laft  bringing  it  along 

with  only  his  fingers.* 

The  following  is  part  of  Dr.  S.’s  anfwer. 
^ I cannot  help  thinking  with  you,  that 
® the  gentleman  has  been  a little  too  hafiy  in 
^ the  operation.  The  woman  had  been  fafely 
^ delivered  before,  at  this  time  was  ftrong, 
^ had  lirong  painsj  only  fix  hours  in  labour, 

‘ the 
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* the  head  when  opened  coming  along  oidy 

* with  the  affiltance  of  his  fingers  in  the  open- 
^ ing.  The  gentleman  either  from  great 

* ignorance  of  his  profefiion,  or  hurry  of 
^ other  bufinefs,  which  laft  is  a mofi;  fhockimr 

* reafon,  did  certainly  a8:  the  part  of  a bad 

, ‘ accoucheur.’  This  child  then  was  evident- 
' iy  loft  (like  many  others)  from  the  mother’s 
impatience  and  inclination  to  have  a man  call- 
ed in. 

He  informsus,  cafe  27  of  the  fame  col- 
leflion,  that  a gentleman  near  Tondon  ufed 
his  forceps  prematurely,  and  lamented  that 
he  was  frequently  tempted  to  operate,  before 
it  v/as  abfolutely  necelfary,  owing  to  a hurry 
of  other  bufinefs. 

Col.  27,  No.  2,  Cafe  6,  Dr.  Smellie  re- 
lates the  death  of  a woman,  the  fecond  morn- 
ing after  her  delivery  of  a Rill-born  child. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  both  died,  if  we  re- 
fleS  a moment  on  Dr.  Smellie’s  anfwer  to 
ithe  cafe.  ^ No  doubt  (fays  he)  /fhouldhave 
^ been  tempted’  perhaps  even  to  ufe  as  great 
force  as  you  did,  when  there  was  fo  good  a 
!‘  hold  ; but  yet  you  may  confider  how  much 
^ the  foft  parts  of  a ^voinan  must  fuffer,  by. 

^ BENDING 
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« bending  so  strong  an inftrumentagaiiiu 
‘ them,  AS  THE  B LADE  you  lent  me. 

Thcfe  are  the  confequences  of  employing 
men  for  fafety  ! 

Col.  49,- Cafe  2,  No.  1,  Dr.  Smellie  men- 
tions a child  being  ftill-born,  and  a woman 
thrown  into  convulfions  by  the  man-midwife 
giving  her  too  much  opiums  and  that  the 
laid  operator  fcolded  the  hufband  for  calling 
him  in,  and  damned  all  midwives  for  igno- 
rant b s. 

In  the  preceding  cafe,  he  defcribes  a quar- 
rel in  a labour  room,  between  one  male 


operator  who  did  not  know  how  to  manage 
a natural  labour,  and  another,  who  by  art 
and  cunning  had  got  a name  amongll  the 


lower  fort  of  patients. 

In  the  fucceeding  cafe,  he  mentions  Dr.  C. 
who  being  ovcf  officious  (when  called  in  by 
a midwife)  would  examine  every  things  and 
called  out  that  the  woman  was  tore,  being 
delivered  before  he  arrived.  He  went  and 
drefled  the  parts  every  day.  ‘ Unluckily  for 
‘ this  novice  in  the  art  (fays  Dr.  Smellie) 
‘ the  fame  accident,  to  amuch  greater  degree. 


happened  to  himfelf  a little  after.;  the  mid- 

‘ wife 
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^vife  heard  of  this  incident,  oh  which  flie 
hunted  him  out,  and  attacked  him  every 
where,  upbraiding  him  with  being  guilty 
in  REALITY  of  what  he  had  villanoudy 
and  FALSELY  laid  to  her  charg'e.’ 

o 

In  the  Jaft  cafe,  he  fays,  * A gentleman 
many  years  ago,  made  a great  buftle,  got 
into  a confiderable  fhare  of  low  and  mid- 
dling practice  by  taking  low  prices.  He 
abufed  the  inidwives,  right  or  wrong, 
wherever  he  was  called.’  ^ Frequently^  in* 
[lead  of  waiting  in  lingering  cafes,  where 
the  head  prefented  right,  he  turned  the 
child,  and  brought  it  by  the  feet ; by  which 
method  both  mother  and  child  were  often 
loft.^ 

^ Neverthelefs  he  gained  fome  credit  by 
exaggerating  and  making  cal'es  appear  def- 
perate  to  thofe  concerned.’  ^ To  my  cer- 
tain knowledge,  he  was  thus  the  occafiou 
of  MANY  bad  cafes.' 

Col.  41,  Cafe  2,  No.  6,  he  fays,  ^ Every 
thing  was  in  a right  way  for  a'  safe  de- 
livery ; but  as  the  cafe  was  tedious  and 
lingering,  both  the  woman  and  her  friends 
were  impatient,  and  had  fent  for  an  old 

F « blund- 
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^ blundering  pretender  in  that  neighbour- 
‘ hood,  who  told  the  patient,  that  fhe  was  in 
^ the  utmofl  danger,  if  flie  was  not  imme- 
^ diately  delivered.  He  faid,  he  hoped  he 
^ could  fave  her  life,  but  the  child  was  dead 

* already.  The  woman’s  pains  had  been 
^ vigorous;  but  thefe  difmal  operations 

* frightened  her  fo  much,  that  when  I arrived,. 
« they  were  quite  gone  off.  After  conver- 

* fing  with  the  patient,  we  (all  five)  w.ent  into 

* another  room,  where  the  parties  began  to 

* quarrel : I called  the  old  blundering  prac- 
^ titioner  afide,  and  told  him  my  opinion, 

‘ that  the  woman  was  in  no  danger;  but  by 

* time  and  patience  I hoped  would  be  fafely 

* delivered.  Nay,  I threatened  to  have  him 
^ called  before  the  cohege,  if  he  infijled  on 
^ any  violent  operation.  The  midwife 
^ delivered  her  safely  next  day.* 

Coll.  40,  No.  1,  Cafe  6,  Dr.  SmellieTays, 

€ I was  indeed  told  by  feveral  gentlemen  of 

* the  profeffion,  of  an  old  rough  praflitioner 
« at  fome  diftance  from  London,  who,  when 
< called  in  laborious  cafes,  delivers  imme- 
« diately  with  crotchet  or  forceps ; tears  the 

‘ partsy 
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^ parts^  ftitches  them  up,  and,  as  the  common 
^ phrafe  is,  makes  fuvgcons  wovk* 

And  are  there  no  men-midwives  who^Ji^ 
eperators^  right  or  wrong,  now?  Yes,- 
they  are  fure  to  fliow  their  difapprobation 
. of  what  a woman  has  done,  by  knitting  their 
brows,  or  fhaking  their  heads,  when  called 
in,  though  flie  has  done  exa&ly  what  they 
themfelves  ufually  do  in  the  fame  cafe.  But 
(as  Dr.  Ofborn  fays)  if  any  untoward  circum- 
llance  happens  by  their  own  mifmanagement, 
they  always  attribute  it  to  the  original  dif- 
ficulty of  the  cafe,  as  no  woman  is  called  in 
to  detedt  them^i  and  they  always  jujlify  each 
other ^ right  or  wrong. 

Yes,  and  there  are  many  ignorant  male 
midwives  according  to  Dr,  Ofborn’s 

account,  who  fays,  page  471?  ^ A very,  and 
‘ too  general  method  is,  for  the  ftudentsto 

* defer  their  attendance  on  midwifery  lee- 
‘ tures,  till  they  are  ready  to  return  into  the 

* country,  and  then  they  hurry  through  a 
‘ Jingle  courfe,  and  often,  I am  afraid,  are 
^ JalisJied  with  the  Jlight  and  loofe  accounts  of 

* the  theory  and  praUice  oj  midwifery y inter- 

F 2 ^ 
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* fperfed  hy  the  profejfors  of  anatomy,^  Dr 
■ relates  the  following  circumftance  ir 
his  leftures,  which  clearly  proves  that  Dr,i 
Ofborn  is  not  imftaken  in  this  point : 

‘ A gentleaian,  who  had  juft  fetup  in  the- 
‘ country,  being  called  to  a labour;  after 
‘ examining  the  patient,  faid,  It  is  well  you 
fent  for  me^  this  being  a new  cafe,  juftt 
^ found  out  in  London,  which  no  one  here-, 
c about  underftands. 

" He  then  ran  down  ftairs  to  fee  hishorfe- 
. * put  in  ,the  ftable,  but  he  had  not  reached 
‘ the  ftable,  when  the  nurfe  called  him  back 

to  take  the  child,  which  Nature  had  fo  foon 
^ expelled/ 

r 

Thus  we  perceive,  this  ignorant  impoftor, 
•who  had  juft  examined  the  patient,  did  not 
know  any  thing  about  the  pretended  new 
cafe,  or  he  durlt  not  have  left  the  woman, 
at  the  very  moment  he  ought  to  have  fup- 
ported  her  perineeum. 

But  how  many  fuch  blunderers  have  got 
into  praaice,  by  running  down  midwives, 
and  fubftituting  bombaftical  effrontery  for 
Jcnowledge  ? 

o 

Permit  me  now  to  direft  your  attention  to 

' P3gS 
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page  9 oF  your  letters,  where  you  fay  of  the 
Cefarean  , operation,  ‘ This,  like  many  other 
* falutary  inftitutions,  has  been  much  abufedy 
‘ and  in  many  cafes  zmproperly  and  z;?judi- 
‘ cioiilly  employed  ; for  fome  of  the  women 
^ whofurvived  the  operation,  were  afterwards 
‘ SAFELY  delivered  of  living  children/ 

And  pray,  Sir,  is  this  injudicious  and  im- 
proper conduB;,  in  a cafe  where  a woman’s 
life  is  at  flake,  a recommendation  to  male 
praBice  in  midwifery  ? 

In  the  cafe  of  Charlotte  Gray,  you  fay, 
page  103,  file  was  delivered  by  Embryulcia; 
and  that  her  pelvis  was  nearly  three  inches 
in  the  tranfverfe  diameter  of  the  brim.  This, 
Sir,  is  the  fame  fize  as  Nelly  Sanderfon’s 
pelvis  (fee  page  115),  who,  being  forty  years 
old,  expelled  a child,  whofe  head  was  three 
inches  and  three-quarters  wide.  And  you 
own  that  Charlotte  Gray's  child  was  expelled 
by  the  natural  pains  alone,  'without  any  arti- 
ficial ajjijlance^  a very  few  minutes  after  the 
head  had  been  opened. 

Now,  Sir,  I would  leave  it  to  you  to  de- 
termine, whether  Mrs.  Gray’s  child  might 
not  have  not  been  born  alive,  if  flie  had  been 

F 3 attended 
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attended  by  a common  midwife,  pofleffed  of 
no  art  but  that  which  nature  diflates  5 of  no 
inftrument  but  her  hand.  For  it  feems  her 
pains  alone  expelled  one  child,  which  pre- 
lented  with  the  breech  (fee  page  109)  and 
her  next  child  was  born  (by  the  efforts  of 
nature)  alive.  Page  19,  you  fay,  your  fe- 
cond  edition  of  The  Outlines  of  the  Theory 
and  PraQice  of  Midwifery,  was  * To  an- 

* nounce  thofe  changes  in  my  opinions  on 

* praftical  fubjeds,  which  the  additional  ex- 
‘ perience  of  fome  years,  and  a conflant, 

‘ careful  attention  to  the  laws  of  nature,  had 

* occafioned.* 

I would  aflc  you,  Sir,  how  many  hundred 
male  pupils  you  qualified  for  pra6lice,  during 
the  time  that  you  taught  midwifery,  contrary 
io  the  laws  of  nature  ? And  alfo  how  much 
mifehief  they  did  by  following  your  un- 
viatural  rules  ? 

You  fay,  page  153,  * Dr.  Lowder  mentions, 

* in  hisle6lures,  that  he  was  once  called  to  a 

* cafe,  where  2^young  practitioner  had  opened 

* the  head.  Dr.  Lowder  delivered  the  pa- 

* tient  with  the  lever;  the  mangled  child 
‘ lived  two  days.  La  Motte  alfo  mentions 

< fome 
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« fome  fimllar  cafes/  Dr.  Lowder  did  not 
tell  the  child^s  parents,  that  the  young  ope- 
rator  killed  it,  I warrant;  but  had  a midwife 
done  itj  the  whole  town  muft  have  heard  of 
it  in  a few  hours. 

In  the  next  letter  I fliall  defire  your  at- 
tention to  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Souchot,  at  Paris, 
which  gave  the  himane  operators,*  Sigault 
and  Le  Roy,  an  opportunity  of  trying  their 
firjl  experiment  of  dividing  the  Symphyfis 
pubis,  on  a — living  woman.  At  prefent 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XI. 


SIR, 


E are  informed  by  Dr.  Ofborn,  that 


Mrs.  SoLichot  had  four  children  flill- 
born,  and  fell  into  labour  the  fifth  time, 
Sept.  30,  1777.  In  the  labours  preceding 
this,  Monfieur  Sigault  propofed,  firft,  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  fymphyfis,  and  then  the  Cefa- 
rean  operation,  with  a view  of  faving  the 
child;  but  both  were  rejefled  by  ten  ac- 
coucheurs, phyficians,  and  furgeons  ; and  the 
child  was  turned  with  great  difficulty,  and 
afterwards  brouj^ht  dead  into  the  world. 

o 

The  compajfionatc  Sigault  then  wdfhed  to  open 
the  woman,  or  to  divide  her  ffiare-bone  ; 
and  what  is  equally  fingular,  ‘ the  event  of 
‘^that  labo-ur’  (fays  Dr.  OfbornJ  ‘ determined 
‘ Monfieur  Sigault  on  this  occafion’  (alluding 
to  Sept  30)  ‘ to  perform  the  fe8ion  without 
‘ confultation.’  Although  this  fourth  child 
was  born  (no  thanks  to  him)  by  the  aid  of 
lurning  only^  without  opening  its  head. 

But  to  return  to  the  affair  of  the  30th  of 
Sept.  Meffrs.  Sigault  and  Le  Roy  having 


determined 
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determined  to  perform  the  new-fangled  ope- 
ration, did  not  take  much  time  to  confider 
thereon ; for  they  aftually  divided  the  pa- 
tient’s fhare-bone  in  the  beginning  of  the 
labour,  before  the  membranes  broke*.  Pro- 
bably they  were  afraid  of  waiting  longer^ 
left  her  pains  fhould  expel  the  child,  and 
difappoint  them  of  executing  their  humane 
purpofe  ; indeed  fuch  an  event  might  have 
taken  place , efpecially  as  her  former  chil- 
dren’s headvS  had  pafled  through  the  pelvis,, 
without  being  reduced ; and  (fays  Dr.  Of- 
born)  ‘ Monfieur  Piet  farther  ftates,  that  the 
^ children  of  Souchot,  in  her  former  labours, 

* were  large,  while  the  child  of  which  fhe 
was  delivered  by  the  divifion  of  the  fym- 

* phyfis,  was  fo  fmall,  as  to  ha,ve  eafdy  been 

* extracted  with  the  forceps.’ 

Thus  it  is  evident  this  cruel  operation  was 
performed  unneceffarily ; and  although  Mrs. 
Souchot  had  a hair’s  breadth  efcape  from 
death  in  the  month,  by  a puerperal  fever,, 
in  confequence  of  fuch  a fhocking  wound, 
and  had  her  bladder,  or  her  meatus  urin- 

F 5,  arius. 


* See  Dr,  Ofborn's  ElTays,  page  304, 
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arius  fo  wounded  in  the  operation,  as  to 
have  her  urine  run  from  her  ever  after, 
whether  fitting  or  {landing,  the  inventor  of 
this  new-fafhioned  cruelty  was  rewarded 
with  a penfion,  and  the  operation  was  pften 
repeated  to  the  lofs  of  both  mothers  and 
children;  notwithftanding  it  was  frequently 
proved  (by  dividing  the  fymphyfis  of  dead 
bodies)  that  not  more  than  one  or  two 
lines  could  be  gained  in  the  capacity  of  the 
pelvis,  as  there  was  nearly  as  much  lofl  at 
the  facroiliac  joints  (by  being  forced  in- 
wards) as  there  was  gained  by  opening  the 
fymphyfis  pubis;  to  fay  nothing  about  the 
wounding  of  the  ibft  parts,  by  the  knife; 
by  preffure  againfl:  the  divided  edges  of  the 
almoft  oifified  fymphyfis  (when  women  are 
turned  of  forty)  ; and  alfo  by  pinching  them 
between  either  the  feparated  pollerior  joints^ 
or  the  two  pubes,  on  re-uniting  them  by  a 
ligature  ; I fay,  notwithftanding  thefe  dread- 
ful inconveniencies  were  proved  on  dead 
bodies,  it  was  afterwards  performed  to  the 
lofs  of  both  mothers  and  children ; for  as 
little  or  nothing  could  be  gained  in  the  en- 
largement of  the  pelvis;  the  operator  was 

frequently 


( 1^9  ) 

frequently  obliged  to  reduce  the  child^s 
head,  ajtcr  dividing  the  mother’s  fhare-bone. 

It  is  reafonable  to  think,  the  operation 
fliould  have  been  tried  on  dead  bodies 
order  to  prove  how  much  could  be  gained*. 
This  was  done,  after  fo  much  injury  had  been 
done  to  living  ones,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  at 
Paris,  Aug.  15,  1772.  The  relater  of  the 
proceedings,  fays,  fpeaking  of  the  fhort  dia- 
meter of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  before  the 
lymphyfis  was  divided,  • Nous  nous  affura- 

• mes,  par  divers  precedes,  de  la  longeur  da 

• petit  diametre  du  detroit  fuperieur,  que 
‘ nous  n’evaluames  qu’a  un  pouce  huit 

• lignes.*  He  afterwards  fays,  (the  fymphyfis 
being  divided)  ^Pour  le  porter  a deux  pouces 

• etdemi,  il  fallut  tirer  Jortement  furies  han- 
‘ ches.’  Think  what  a living  woman  muft 
have  fufFered  by  all  this  force ! and  after 
all,  little  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
was  gained;  fo  that  it  required  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  three  of  the  gentlemen,  to  force  the 

F 6 child  s 

I 

* If  Monf.  Sigattlt  did  do  this,  his  obfervatioi  s •here- 
on muft  have  been  very  fuperficial  indeed,  the  lot- 

lowing  quotation  proves. 
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child’s  head  into  th«  pelvis;  which  would 
have  killed  it,  if  it  had  been  alive. 

* Mrs.  Blandin/  (fays  Dr.  Ofborn,  page 
413)  ‘ was  delivered  of  a dead  child,  by  Mr. 

‘ Sigaulb-Jh  1779,  by  means  of  this  operation^ 
f and’ was  the  following  year  delivered  na- 
^ - TU  RALLY  of  a LIVING  cJiUd^  by  Mrs.  Be- 
^ lami,  a MIDWIFE,  at  Paris,  who  had  been 
f fent  for  to  attend  her  in  confequence  of 
‘ Mr.  Sigault’s  refufal,  unlefs  he  was  again 

* permitted  to  repeat  the  fame  operation. 

t 

* After  reading  an  account  of  the  preceding 
‘ dreadful  cafes,  one  cannot  help  feeling  and 

* lamenting  the  fituation  of  this  poor  woman, 
^ who  befides  the  present  pain-i  and  cer- 

TAIN  iuconveniencies  attending  the  fe6lion, 
^ was  crueUy  expofed  to  the  rifk  of  fuffering, 
in  future,  the  moil  painful  fymptoms,  and 
^ EXTRE.ME  danger,  without  the  slightest 
^ reajon  or  the  smallest  neceffdy  ; and  all 
® to  gratify  a wanton  predileDion  for  this 
new-fangled  operation.’ 

• And  yet,  fo  ready  are  accoucheurs  to  ex«- 
cufe  each  other’s  wanton  p^ediieUions^  that 
Dr.  Oib>>rn,  in  his  cool  moments,  fays,  page 
725  ••  The  fe£Uon  or  dlviiion  of  the  fymphy- 
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‘ fis  pubis,  lias  lately  been  invented,  and 
* performed,  at  Paris,  for  that  purpofe,  with 
‘ fome  ingenuity  and  much  humanity,  by 
< Monfieur  Sigault.V 

Much  humanity  truly  ! I fliall  take  further 
notice  of  Dr.  Oiborn’s  curious  logic,  by  and 
by;  in  the  mean  time,  I wifli  to  give  him  the 
utmoft  credit,  for  all  he  has  faid  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  preventing  cruel  and  unneceffary 
operations;  and  wifli  it  may  have  its  due 
effeft  upon  his  obftetric  brethren.  Surely 
we  ought  to  lament  the  want  of  ingenuity 
and  humanity  among  midwives<i  who  are 
obliged  to  deliver  their  patients  in  the  old- 
fafhioned  way,  without  cutting  their  fhare- 
bones  in  two.  Wifhing  to  fee  a fpeedy 
oblletric  reform, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

I 


LET^ 
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LETTER  XII. 

SIR, 

T SHALL  now  confider  the  merits  of  Dn 
^ Lowder’s famous  Lever. 

Page  105,  you  fay,  ^ This  inftrument 
‘ being  diiferent  in  form  from  that  defcribed 
‘ by  M.  Herbiniaux,  Dr.  Bland,  and  Dr. 

* Denman,  poffeffes  different  powers,  and  is 
‘ employed  in  a different  manner ; hence 
' the  objeQions  which  I offered  againft  the 

* ufe  of  the  Lever,  previous  to  1791,  I have 
^ found  totally  obviated  by  it.  You  will 

* therefore  perceive,  that  the  arguments 

* which  you’  (meaning  Dr.  Ofborn)  ‘ have, 

* with  fo  MUCH  PROPRIETY,  Urged  againft 
« the  inftrument  of  thefe  gentlemen,  are/^r- 
‘ feBly  inapplicahle  to  it;  As  my  fon  ori- 

* ginally  ufed  it  by  the  recovimendation  of 
‘ Dr.  Lowder,  and  has  fince  repeatedly  had 
« recourfe  to  ity  from  his  own  experience  of 

* its  utility^  I fliall  leave  him  the  taflv  of 
« making  its  advantages  publicly  known.’ 

Dr.  Ofborn  has  done  ample  juftice  to  the 
fubjeft,  by  proving  that  it  is  impoffible  to  ufe 
the  lever  in  any  cafe  where  an  inftrument  is 

really 
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really  wanting,  without  wounding  the  mother 
or  child,  or  both ; and  alfo  that,  notwith- 
Itanding  the  mifehief  already  done  by  it,  it  is 
ftill  frequentlyand  clandeftinely  ufed  ; there- 
fore I fhall  be  brief  in  difeufling  this  par- 
ticular. 

A lever  is  certainly  capable  of  raifing  a 
body  ; but  be  its  form  what  it  may,  it  is  not 
capable  of  forcing  it  forwards,  when  the  re- 
fiftance  is  confiderable. 

Hence  pinchers  are  ufed  to  draw  nails  out 
of  wood,  in  preference  to  a ferew-driver. 
And  when  it  can  be  accomplifhed  by  the 
latter,  the  prelfure  on  the  head  of  the  nail, 
and  alfo  on  that  part  of  the  wood  which  be- 
comes the  fulcrum,  is  exadly  equal  to  the 
refiftance.  This  may  be  very  juftly  applied 
to  the  ufe  of  the  lever,  in  order  to  deliver  a 
child’s  head.  The  lever  may  prefs  the  fore- 
head againft  the  reaum,  when  applied  to  the 
occiput  in  a natural  prefentation,  and  vice 
verja.  But  this  does  not  remove  the  difficulty; 
and  indeed  it  cannot  be  removed  (if  it  be  a 
REAL  enclavement)  without  compreffing  the 
head,  which  the  lever  has  no  power  to  do, 
though  the  forceps  have. 


Again, 
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Again,  however  great  the  difficulty,  th^ 
preffiure  of  the  lever  on  the  child’s  head  is 
^ in  proportion  thereto ; fo  that  whenever  the 
difficulty  is  too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the 
labour  pains,  the  lever  cannot  remove  it 
without  wounding  the  child^  if  not  the  mother 
alfo. 

The  mother’s  foft  parts  are  often  wounded 
by  making  them  a fulcrum  for  the  inftru- 
ment ; and  without  a fulcrum  it  cannot  be 
ufed  with  any  confiderable  degree  of  power. 

If  the  operator  ufe  his  left  hand  for  a ful- 
crum, it  has  not  fufficient  power  for  that 
purpofe,  unlefs  he  be  as  ftrong  as  Samfon  ; 
befides,  the  woman’s  perinaeum  mult  be  torn> 
if  he  take  bis  hand  away  from  it,  to  ufe  it  as 
a fulcrum  to  the  lever.  Therefore  the  lever 
cannot  be  ufed  (in  cafes  of  real  neceffity) 
without  wounding  the  woman’s  foft  parts,  or 
caufing  her  perinaeum  to  be  torn  ; in  which 
cafe  ffie  will  be  miferable  ever  after. 

And  yet  fome  authors  boaft  of  having 
ufed  it  above  a thoufand  times. 

I ffiall  next  confider,  why  this  inftrument 
is  fo  often  ufed,  when  there  is  no  difficulty 
at  all,  the  labour  pains  being  fufficient  to  ac,- 

complifli 
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complifh  the  expulfion  without  the  fmallefl 
inftrumental  aid. 

This  inflrument  is  very  portable,  having 
(in  its  improved  ftatej  a joint  between  the 
handle  and  blade,  fo  that  the  operator  can 
carry  it  in  his  pocket  to  every  labour,  and 
can  life  it  clandeftinely  whenever  he  pleafcs. 
When  the  labour  is  lingering,  and  the  doc- 
tor expeQs  to  be  called  to  another,  before  it 
is  likely  to  be  finiflied  by  the  labour  pains,  he 
pulls  the  lever  flily  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
moves  the  head  this  way  and  that  way,  till 
it  enters  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  thus 
the  inflrument  does  that  which  nature 
WOULD  do,  provided  the  doftor  had  pati- 
ence to  wait  NATURES  time.  And  the  con- 
fequence  often  is  the  wounding  the  child’s 
head  by  the  fleel  blade,  and  perhaps  the 
mother  alfo. 

Thus  we  perceive  the  lever  may  (by  run- 
ning a dreadful  rifk)  aflift  the  head  to  defcend 
I N TO  a pelvis  which  is  large  and  well  formed, 
but  it  cannot  force  it  out  of  the  pelvis 
when  it  flicks  there ; and  in  this  way  we  can 
account  for  its  having  been  ufed  ten  or 
twelve  hundred  times  by  one  operator,  as 
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no  ojie  man  lias  ever  met  with  oie  hundred 
cafes  that  require  i n ft ru mental  affiftance,  be- 
caufe  Nature  alone  (if  left  to  herfelf)  expels 
the  foetus  994  times  in  1000 

Theie  is  a child  in  my  neighbourhood, 
whofe  face  is  fliockingly  disfigured  by  the 
doftor’s  ufing  a lever  at  its  birth  ; I have  not 
feen  it,  but  was  told  by  a perfon  to  whom 
the  mother  related  it,  that  one  eye  was  put 
out,  and  a large  gafh  cut  near  the  corner  of 
the  child’s  mouth. 

It  is  not  long  fince  I heard  a medical 
gentleman  fay,  he  knew  feveral  children 
with  cuts  on  different  parts  of  their  faces  by 
the  fame  means,  and  he  heartily  wifhed  it 
were  a rule  to  fearch  the  pockets  of  ac- 
coucheurs before  they  enter  the  labour- 
room,  believing  that  a week  never  paffed, 
but  great  injury  was  done  to  mothers  and 
children  by  the  lever. 

Some  years  fince  a friend  of  mine  dif- 
charged  a ^rea^  doflor,  who  is  a verj^  great 
advocate  for  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever,  becaufe  his 
children’s  heads  came  into  the  world  bruifed; 

hi$ 


* Sec  Smcllic’s  Divifion  of  Labours,  Sec.  5. 


{ 127  ) 

his  wife  has  had  feveral  children  fince^  but 
tlieir  heads  have  not  been  bruifed. 

It  is  evident  then,  that  the  lever  is  ufed 
iinnecefrarily  and  clandeflinely  to  fave  time, 
fo  it  is  done  for  the  convenience  of  the  doc- 
tor, and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient; 
as  fhe  or  her  child  must  pay  dearly  for  the 
duration  of  labour  pains  being  fhortened. 
I confefs  the  left  hand  may  be  made  the 
fulcrum  before  the  child’s  head  reaches  the 
perinaeum,  becaufe  it  does  not  want  fupport 
till  then;  but  the  perinaeum  may  be  torn,  by 
the  preffure  of  the  narrow  part  of  the  lever 
againfl  it. 

Let  us  alfo  confider,  what  mifchief  is 
OFTEN  done,  by  forcing  a fteel  inftrument 
BLINDLY  into  the  uterus.  If  the  operator 
be  not  well  acquainted  with  the  futures  on 
the  head,  it  is  impoflible  to  avoid  wounding 
it.  When  the  anterior  fontanel  prefents,  the 
point  of  the  lever  may  Aide  into  it,  notwith- 
flanding  all  the  care  of  the  operator;  and  if 
he  ufe  much  force,  he  may  foon  cut  through 
the  tender  fcalp,  break  down  the  longitudi- 
nal finus,  and  plunge  the  fteel  through  the 
dura  and  pia  mater  into  the  helplefs  infant’s 

brain* 
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brain.  When  much  force  is  ufcd  on  the 
head,  after  it  has  entereti  the  pelvis,  and  the 
cranial  bones  are  overlapped^  it  is  very  eafy 
to  force  the  in([rument  through  the  future 
of  one  of  the  overfhot  bones,  into  the  brain. 

I will  now  coiihrm  the  greatell  part  of 
what  I have  advanced,  concerning  the  mif- 
chief  done  by  ufing  the  leVer  unneceffarily 
and  fecretly,  by  a few  quotations  from  Dr. 
Ofborn’s  Eflays. 

^35j  be  fays,  ^ I am  fare  it  never  can 
be  necellary,  to  ufe  the  ve6lis,  (meaning 
the  lever)  ^ in  that*  flate  of  the  labour 
‘ for  if  the  labour  -pains  are  in  vigour,  and 
‘ there  is  no  actual  deformity  in  the  upper 
^ aperture  of  the  pelvis,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 

^ pofiibility  of  the  entry  of  the  child’s  head 

^ ^ * • • 

into  It,  It  MUST  at  length  be  forced  in.* 
And  he  fays,  page  136,  ‘ In  the  ufe  of  the 
^ veClis,  while  one  hand  is  the  moving  power 
^ to  make  the  other  the  fulcrum,  yet,  if  the 
‘ head  lies  very  high,  and  the  refiftance  be 
* confiderable,  I defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to 
^ apply  fufficient  force  to  the  veftis  to  over- 

‘ come 


* The  head  being  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis* 
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^ come  that  refiftance,  without  making  fome 

* part  of  the  pelvis  the  fulcrum  or  centre  of 
^ motion  ; and  what  may  be  the  extent  of  the 
^ injury  produced  by  fuch  preffure,  it  is  im- 

pofTible  to  fay;  but  that  injury,  and  great 
^ injury,  mull  be  the  inevitable  confequence, 
^ nobody  a priori  can  doubt ; and  fad  ex~ 
^ ■ perience  has  confirmed  the  apprehenfions, 

* to  my  CERTAIN  knowledge,  in  various 

* inftances. 

^ The  more  candid  favourers  of  the  veflis 
^ (particularly  Camper}  admit  this  objeftion 
‘ to  the  full  extent ; for  he  exprefly  fays, 
Mais  fouvent  I’lirethre  en  eft  fort  endo- 
magee,  fouvent  le  perine  fe  fend  plus  que 
‘‘  dans  kaccouchrnent  naturel,'’  See, 

‘ In  fuch  a pofition  of  the  head,  under  no 
^ circumftances  whatever  can  we  be  jufti- 
‘ fied  by  that  neceftity  which  alone  can  juf- 

* tify  the  ufe  of  inftruments  in  any  cafe; 
^ becaufe  no  experience,  no  fagacity,  no 
^ fcience,  can  certainly  a priori  determine, 
‘ that  the  head  will  not,  by  the  continued 
‘ EFFORTS  OF  NATURE,  be  foi'ced  iuto  the 
^ cavity  of  the  pelvis,  uniefs  it  be  fo  de- 
^ formed,  or  diniiniJhed  in  its  upper  aper- 

* ture. 
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^ ture,  as  to  render  it  phyfically  Impoffiblc- 
^ If  we  therefore  do  employ  the  vecftis  in 

* this  cafe,  I am  perfuaded  we  (hall  ufe  it 
^ forty-nine  times  in  fifty  unnecessarily, 
^ and^  of  courfe  unwarrantably,  bccaufe 

‘ MOST  DANGEROUSLY. 

* In  the  progrefs  of  the  operation,  it  may 
‘ flip;  it  may  therefore  do  irreparable  in- 

* jury  to  the  child:  for  it  feems  to  me  that 
< no  (kill  or  fcience  can  command  its  opera- 
^ lion  when  fo  remotely  fituated;  and  the 
^ event,  in  many  cafes  which  I have  known, 
^ has  by  dreadful  effects  confirmed 

* this  opinion.  With  refpeft  to  the  mother, 

* from  the  inevitable  prefiure  of  the  foft 
^ parts,  I muft  repeat  that  the  danger  is 

* STILL  GREATER,  AND  MORE  CERTAIN.* 

Dr.  Olborn  then  fliews  the  dangerous 
confcqucnces  of  ufing  the  lever,  after  the 
bead  has  come  into  contact  with  the  peri- 
nteum,  as  follows  : 

‘ It  muft  be  obvious  to  common  fenfe, 
c that  we  cannot  fpare  the  left  hand  to 

* ilrengthen  and  fupport  the  perinaeum 
‘ while  it  is  the  fulcrum  for  the  ve8is ; the 
‘ perinicumj  is,  in  my  opinion;  much  more 

‘ likely 
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* likely  to  be  lacerated  with  this  inftrument 
^ than  with  the  forceps,  where  the  left  hand 

* is  particularly  required  by  the  general 
< rules  for  their  ufe,  to  be  kept  conftamly 
‘ applied  to  the  perinaeum,  for  this  exprefs 

* purpofe;  or  if,  with  the  veCtis,  we  ceafe 

* to  ufe  the  left  hand  as  a fulcrum,  and, 
« preferring  the  prefervation  of  the  peri- 

* nasum,  apply  it  to  that  part,  it  rauft  be 

* evident  to  demonftration,  that  fome  of 
^ the  bones  of  the  pelvis  mud  then  infallibly 

* become  the  fulcrum,  in  which  cafe  we  are 

* only  fubdituting  one  danger  for  another ; 
‘ for  unlefs  the  operator  had  three  hands,  it 

* is  abfolutely  impossible  to  avoid  expof- 

^ ing  the  patient  to  one  or  other  of  thefe 

* dangers. 

‘ While  I am  writing  this,  I have  had 
occafion  to  fee  a patient  with  the  most 
SHOCKING  LACERATION,  whicli  many 
‘ years  ago  was  the  consequence  of 
this  operation,  performed  hy  a man  at 
^ that  time  in  great  practice^  and  in  the  con- 
^ ST habit  of  ufing  the  veElisd 

All  midwives  are  too  ignorant  to  under- 
fland  the  ufe  of  this  lacerating  indrument! 

* The 
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* The  lafl  advantage,  as  ftated  by  the 

< fayourers  of  the  veftis,  is  the  pofTible  con- 
‘ ceahnent  of  iis  ujcy  which  I will  now  con- 
^ fider. 

‘ As  the  fecrecy  with  which  the  ve6lis  may 
‘ be  ufcd,  and  I believe,  is  generally  ufcd  in 
‘ this  town^  is  confidered  by  the  favourers 
^ of  this  inftrument  as  an  additional  recom- 
‘ mendaiion  to  the  fimplicity  of  its  ftrublure, 

‘ and  the  facility  of  its  application,  1 will 

* beg  leave  to  hate  what  are  my  infuperable 
^ objections  to  this  particularly  boofted  ad- 
‘ vantage. 

‘ In  the  firft  place,  I am  perfuaded,  that  if 
^ the  concealment  in  the  ufe  of  the  means 
‘ intended  for  relief  in  laborious  or  difficult 

* labours  be  not  permitted,  but  that  the 

* abfolute  neceffity  of  fuch  means  be  firft 
« eflabliQied,  and  that  every  praClitioner  be 
‘ obliged  openly  and  avowedly  to  ufe  them, 
^ we  ffiould  never  again  hear  or  read  of  one 

* perfon  having  ufcd  the  veClit'  in  eight  bun- 

< dred,  and  another  in  twelve  hundred 
cafes*!  Nor  ffiall  we  again  hear  or  read 

‘ of 


* See  Van  Swieten,  Camper,  and  Herbinieaux.* 
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^ of  the  great  number  of  women,  wliich 
fome  pra6iitioners  are  conftantly  boafting 

* of  having  attended  and  delivered ; for 

* no  man  can  attend  a great  number  of  wo- 
^ men  in  labour,  in  the,  manner  he  oughts  in 
‘ the  way  nature  demands^  or  a confcientious 
‘ difcharge  of  his  duty  requires.  Nor  do 

'real  difficulties  occur  fo  often  as  to  render 
it  poffible  to  believe,  that  any  mans  life 
could  afford  /uch  numbers  of  difficult  cafes 
^ as  are  Rated  in  the  printed  accounts  from 
^ abroad.. 

‘ As  I feel  thoroughly  convinced  of  tlic 
^ propriety  and  neceffity  of  a fair  and  candid 
^ avowal  of  the  ufe  of  inftruments,  in  every 
^ cafe  of  midwifery  where  they  are  to  be 
^ employed,  fo  I miifl  injijl  that  their  conceaU 
‘ ment  cannot  be  justified  c7??jv  proper 

^ motive. 

‘ If  once  the  praElitioner  can  refl  ajfared^ 
^ that^  let  the  event  off  the  cafe  be  ever  fo  un- 
^ Juccejful.^  the  injurious  effects  of  his  opera- 
^ lion  will  he  buried  in  eternal  oblivion^  by 
^ blending  the  mifchief  arifing  from  the  indif 

* erect  uje  of  infruments^  with  the  natural 
^ confequences  of  labour^  he  will  certainly  have 

G • ^ nothing 
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^ nothing  to  weigh  againjl  the  tempting  ad- 

* vantages  of  convenience  or  emolument  to  him- 

* fdf  ; but  while  he  is  Jhortening  the  mofl  irk- 
‘ Jome  part  oj  his  pro] ejfional  duty^  the  waiting 

* upon  a flow  and  lingering  labour^  he  will 
^ flatter  hiinfelf,  that  by  delivery  he.  is  doing 
^ an  acceptable  Tervice  to  his  patient,  in 
‘ fliortening  the  duration  of  her  fufferings. 

^ But  if  this  inflrument  be  both  eafy  in  its 
^ application,  and  fuccefsful  in  its  efFeft  (as 
^ dated  by  its  advocates),  it  is  fo,  becaufe  in 
^ general  it  is  ujtd  when  not  at  all  wanted. 

^ The  facility  and  concealment,  therefore, 
^ with  which  the  praftitioner  may  avail  him- 
‘ felf  of  its  fervices,  inflead  of  being  confi- 
^ dered  as  advantages,  afford  in  my  opinion, 

* drong  objections  to  its  ule  ; for  they  offer 
^ an  IRRESISTIBLE  temptation  to  refort  to  it 

* prematurely  or  unnecejjarily  ; which  if  ever 
‘ he  does,  d"ic  pracUiioner  takes  upon  him- 
^ felf  MOST  UNJUSTIFIABLY-,  to  make  thc 

* future  fafety  of  his  patient  give  WTiy  to  his 
^ own  convenience  or  accommodation. 

" With  refpeCt  to  the  child,  not  judging 
^ from  thc  principle  only,  but  from  a vari- 
ETY  OF  FACTS,  I aiB  fktisfied  that  if  any 

^ con- 
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« confiderable  force  be  ufed  by  the  veftis, 

^ however  properly  fixed  at  firft,  it  will  be 
^ very  apt  to  flip  its  hold,  and  change  its 
« pofition ; and  then  it  will,  or  may  be  ap- 

* plied  to  parts  not  capable  of  bearing  the 

* neceffary  preffare  as  the  maftoid  procefs, 

* or  occipital  bone  can,  without  injury;  and 

* the  moft  D RE ADFU L MISCHIEF  may  enfue, 

^ to  different  features  of  the  child’s  face,  of 
‘ which  there  have  been  innumerable 

‘ INSTANCES.’ 

Page  154.  ^ As  a concluding  and  indif- 
^ putable  proof,  that  the  veftis  is  likewifeufed 

* HERE  without  neceflity,and  of  confequence 
^ moft  dangeroufly,  I will  defcribe  an  acci- 
^ denty  which  happened  to  a gentleman  pof- 

* feffed  of  as  much  knowledge^  Jkill^  and  ex^ 
perience^  as  any  man  who  everiifed  the  vcEiis* 

‘ Having  applied  the  inftrument  (which 
^ for  conveniency  was  made  with  a joint  be- 
^ tween  the  handle  and  blade),  while  the 
^ bulk  of  the  head  muft  have  been  above 
‘ the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  ufing  consider- 
^ ABLE  FORCE,  the  vc&is  gavc  way  at  the 
^ joint,  and  the  blade  was  left  in  the  ute- 
rus  fo  high,  that  he  could  not  reach  to  ex- 

G 2 • tra& 
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‘ tra£l  it;  and  it  was  afterwards  expelled 
‘ with  the  head,  by  the  effed  of  the  labour 

^ PAINSONLY*. 

‘ 1 he  event  of  this  accident  demonftra- 
^ bly  PROVES  a fortiori^  that  here  no  inftru- 
‘ ment  could  have  been  originally  neceffary, 
^ either  on  account  of  the  largenefs  of  the 
^ child  s head,  or  fmallnefs  of  the  pelvis; 
‘ for  the  head  was  ultimately  expelled  by  the 
labour  pains  alone^  notwitlijlanding  the  addi^ 

« iional  volume  of  the  veclis^  and  without  the 
^ pofjibility  f any  artificial  ajfi fiance d 
Page  177.  ^ With  refpe6t  to  the  probable 
^ confequences  which  may  refult  frorn  the 
« introdu8ion  of  the  ve6lis  into  common 
‘ prablice,  inftead  of  the  forceps,  and  which 
^ Dr.  Denman’s  inconfiderate,  but  favour- 
^ able  reprefentation  is  demonlhably  inten- 
^ ded  to  promote,  I am  perfuaded,  were  it 
« generally  to  prevail,  the  confequences 

^ would 

* What  a mercy  that  neither  mother  nor  child  were 
maimed  by  the  rugged  and  (harp  end  of  the  broken  iron ! 
And  what  pity,  that  nx’omen  have  neither  ftrength  nor  Jkill 
enough  to  break  a piece  of  iron  in  the  wombs  of  their 
patients ! 
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* would  be  extremely  injurious  to  lying-in 
^ women  in  the  humbler  fituations  of  life. 

* Among  patients  in  the  lower  clafs  of  wo- 

* men,  the  temptation  to  its  frequent ^ unnecef 

^ and  dangerous  ufe^  will  he  irresisti- 

‘ B LE.  Befides  he  knows  that  if  any  untoward 
‘ conjequence  fliould  en.fue  from  Ids  unjkilful, 
^ but  concealed  conduB-  it  will  be  attributed  to 
‘ the  original  dificulty  and  danger  of  the  caje^ 
^ and  the  real  caufe  of  the  mifchief  be  for  ever 
' hidden.  What  motive,  fufficiently  ftrong/ 

* can  there  be,  then,  to  refrain  fuch  a 7nan 
\fro77i  a praElice  fo  convenient  to  himfelj\  but 
‘ fo  dangerous  to  his  patient 

y 

The  prefence  of  the  patient’s  huflDand  is 
the  only  motive  that  can  prevent  fuch  mifchief, 
as  is  frequently  done  by  the  clandeftine  ufe  of 
inftruments  with  a view  to  fave  the  dobior’s 
time.  I fay,  frequently  done,  for  men  always 
attribute  it  to  the  original  danger  of  the  cafe, 
and  the  real  caufe  of  it  is  for  ever  hidden  ; 
fo  that  however  frequent,  their  reputation  is 
faved,  by  calling  in  fome  of  their  brethren  to 
bear  a part  of  the  blame,  or  to  acquit  them 
of  having  done  any  thing  wrong,  though  they 
know  they  have  done  all  the  injury.  But 

^ 3 the 
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the  faults  of  women  are  trumpeted  far  and 
near,  by  male-midwives  and  by  nurfes  whom 
they  keep  in  pay  for  that  purpofe.  Yea^  they 
liave  always  plenty  of  imaginary  mifchiefs 
done  by  midwives,  ready  to  be  related  to  new 
married  women,  in  order  to  frighten  tliem 
into  a compliance  with  the  male  fafliion. 
Had  Dr.  Ofborn  addrelfed  an  effay  to  huf- 
bands,  fetting  forth  the  frequent  and  mif- 
chievous  fecret  ufe  of  the  lever,  advifing 
them  to  attend  their  wives’  labours,  when 
men  are  employed,  in  order  to  prevent  it  ;, 
it  would  have  been  much  more  effeftual,' 
than  all  he  has  written  to  thofe  men,  who  by' 
means  of  ufing  the  lever,  are  enabled  to  at- 
tend twice  the  number  of  women. 

The  lever  is  daily  more  and  more  prac- 
tifed  ; I called  at  an  inftrument  maker’s  laft 
week,  to  fee  Dr.  Lowder’s. lever,  and  to  my 
great  allonifhment,  they  fliev;ed  me  not  only 
Dr.  Lowder’s,  but  levers  invented  and  re- 
commended by  feveral  other  eminent  Lon- 
don accoucheurs,  whofe  names  I could  men- 
tion; did  I wifli  to  injure  individuals, 
which  I do  not.  They  alfo  allured  me,  they 

fold  many  more  vedies  than  forceps*  1 am 

^ there- 


therefore  conftrained  lo  conjure  hufbanda 
(who  regard  the  fafety  of  their  wives  and 
children)  to  attend  them  in  labour,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  clandeltine  ufe  of  dangerous 
inftruments,  as  well  as  the  indecent  treat- 
ment of  their  wives  by  male-operators.  No 
dotlor  can  objeB;  to  it,  unlefs  behave  fomc 
Joul  defign,  intending  to  ufe  either  his  eyes, 
his  hands,  or  his  lever  wiproperly.  And  yet 
I have  heard  many  obje8:  to  it,  and  it  is 
evident  all  have  a fecret  diflike  to  it,  or 
they  would  always  confult  hufbands  inftead 
of  goffiping  female  attendants ; jufi:  as  if  the 
hulband  was  the  only  perfon  unintereiled  in 
the  welfare  of  his  wife,  and  as  if  the  dodfor 
was  accountable  to  every  female  in  the  houfe 
for  his  conduft,  but  not  to  the  mailer  of  it. 
And  forfooth,  this  cullom  has  (by  medical 
artifice)  become  a kind  of  law. 

The  objedlion  of  dodlors  to  the  prefence 
of  hufbands  while  they  deliver  their  wuvcs> 
is  the  moft  powerful  reafon  why  no  doctor 
ought  to  touch  a^wpman  in  labour,  when  the 
hufband  is  abCent. 

No  proper  tranfaftion  can  take  place  be- 
tween a married  woman  and  a man  who  is 
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not  her  hufband,  which  requires  the  hujband's' 
abfence;  and  however  this  cuftom  may  have 
prevailed  in  midwifery,  it  cannot  be  jiiftified 
by  either  reafon  or  argument.  No  man  is 
fo  proper  to  confole  and  encourage  a wo- 
man in  the  anguifli  of  labour,  as  her  own 
hufband  ; but  if  any  woman  who  pretends  to 
modefiy,  ffiould  happen  in  future  to  prefer 
the  fympathy  of  her  doQor  to  that  of  her 
hufband,  efpecially  when  the  doblor’s  hands 
are  fo  curioufly  engaged,  I dare  fay  flie  wilf 
have  a very  good  motive  for  fo  doing,  a mo- 
tive which  the  dodlor  juftify. 

Many  virtuous  w’omen  who  have  employ- 
ed men-midwives,  becaufe  they  were  per- 
I’uaded  that  female  aid  was  not  fo  fafe,  have 
alfo  inconjiderately  complied  with  the  cujlom 
of  keeping  their  hidbands  out  of  the  roonr 
during  their  doflors’  manual  employment,yo?* 
the  Jake  of  decency-^  as  well  as  to  oblige  their 
female  friends  who  were  prelent.  Women 
mull  furely  have  taken  leave  of  their  fenles; 
What ! can  it«  be  decent^  for  a doQor  to  be 
handling  a woman,  during  her  delivery,  in 
parts  facred  to  the  hufband  ? and  can  it  be 
indecent,  for  the  hufband  to  be  in  the  room  ?' 

Let 


Let  thofe  labour-hunting  females  who  think  fo, 
ftay  at  home,  and  then  they  cannot  have  their 
fpurious  modejly  violated^  hy  [eeing  the  patient  s 
own  hufband  with  her  during  delivery. 

But  fo  great  their  impudence 
“ U'hey  blufli  at  what  is  right.’* 

This  unpopular  doftrine  may  appear  new  to 
Tome,  but  I know  feveral  families  who  have 
put  it  in  praQicc,  and  the  hufbands’  minds 
are  much  lefs  hurt,  by  feeing  the  true  ftate  of 
their  wives’  labour,  than  by  waiting  in  ano- 
ther room,  where  they  could  hear  them  cry 
out;  for  tJien  they  fuppofed  the  attendants 
were  killing  them;  when  they  w^ere  filent, 
they  imagined  them  to  be  dead,  d he  tedi- 
ous hours  of  labour  are  much  better  diverted 
by  hufbands,  than  by  the  doftor  and  the 
female  attendants. 

Befides,  there  is  no  neceffity  for  a parcel 
of  female  gofhps ; the  doctor,  the  nurfe,  and 
the  hufband,  being  fufficient  to  manage  na- 
tural labours. 

Nor  am  I fingular  in  my  ideas  refpe&ing 
the  ufefulnefs  of  hufbands  at  their  waves* 
labours ; Mrs.  Nihell  fays,  page  6o,  ‘ As 
‘ for  thofe  who  will  be  attended  by  men  to 
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^ lay  them,  it  is  very  wrong  in  them,  not  even' 
‘ to  injiji  on  their  hvjhands  to  Jlay  by  them ; 

^ lor  tiiis  preference  oj  men  to  deliver  themy 
^ comes  either  from  a greater  inclination  to 
^ the  meuy  or  from  a greater  confidence  in 

* them  than  in  women ; or,  in  fliort,  from 
the  pure  neceffity  they  imagine  themfelves 

‘ under  to  employ  a man.  If  it  is  from 
' inclination^  or  from  neceffity,  it  will  be 
‘ always  proper  for  the  hujband  to  fay^  to  con- 

* tain  the  man-midwife  (as  much  as  pojfible) 
‘ within  the  bounds  of  mode  fly.  If' the  prac- 

* titioner  is  preferred  by  them,  out  of  the 

* great  confidence  they  have  in  men,  in- 

I 

^ what  man  can  they  place  more  confidence^ 
^ than  in  a tender  hujband  ? Who,  more  than 

* he^  can  interefl  himfelj  in  the  man-midivlf e s 

* acquitting  himfelj  duly  of.  his  office  ? I 
^ wonder  that  this  great  confidence  which  is- 
^ repofed  in  the  male  lex,  fhould  be  limited 
^ to  the  m^z?z-midwife  only.’ 

Dr.  Buchan  cenfures  gentlemen,  for  being 
afhamed  of  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  off- 
fpring,  while  they  pay  the  utmoft  attention 
to  the  Dog-kennel  and  the  Stables: 

**  Of  man’s  miraculous  miftakes,  this  bears  the  palm.’* 

I have 
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I have  been  the  more  earneft  to  recom- 
mend the  prefence  of  hufbands  at  their 
wives’  labours,  becaufe  I know  it  would 
anfw^er  the  purpofes  I have  mentioned,  \iz. 
it  would  prevent  meii'inid wives  from  mak- 
ing too  free  with  women’s  perfons,  manu- 
ally, ocularly,  and  inftrumentally.  I have 
no  motive  for  writing  this  book,  but  to  pro- 
mote the  decent  treatment,  and  the  lafety 
and  comfort  of  mothers  and  children  ; and 
I will  never  relax  my  public  endeavours, 
till  accoucheurs  agree,  one  and  all,  to  pro- 
mote  this  part  of  my  plan,  as  their  objetd- 
ing  thereto,  will  plainly  demonftrate  the 
truth  of  what  1 have  advanced  concerning 
their  foul  defigns. 

I (liall  now  refer  again  to  Dr,  Ofborn  s 
opinion,  refpeding  the  mifehief  done  by  the 
ufe  of  the  lever  Page  180  he  fays,  ‘ Dr. 
^ Denman  could  not  have  been  aware  of  the 
^ probable  confequences  of  introducing  the 
i veftis  into  general  ufe,  and  Lmult  likewife 
believe,  that  he  has  forgotten  the  many  iin-- 
* happy  efjecls  oj  the  v.cBis^  which  lormerly 
*'  came  to  our  inutuai  knowledge,  even  in 
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the  hands  of  very  experienced  and  JkilJut 
7nen,' 

Page  182  be  further  fays,  ^ If  an  opinion’ 
fliould  once  prevail  among  women,  that 
praQitioners  in  midwifery  ever  permitted' 
ihemfelves  to  depart  from  that  faje^  patient^ 
and  xvife  conduB:,  which  n ature  direBs- 
in  the  management  of  labour;  and  that,- 
for  their  own  convenience,  and  without' 
necejfity,  they  fhould  dare  officioufly  to  ob- 
trude their  PRETENDED  aiTiftance  (or,  in* 
their  own  language,  to  huny  the  labour,)' 
and  it  fhould  be  difeovered  by  the  marks 

s 

of  the  inflmment  on  the  child  after  birth;., 
or  by  the  unufiiaV  painfulnefs  of  their 
fent  feelings  in  delivery,  or  by  future 
effecis  JUll  more  injurious^  and  taping,  that 
an  inltrument  had  been  ufed,  without  con- 
viElion  of  the  necejfty,  without  their  own' 
confent,  and  even  during  the  full  opera- 
tion of  the  labour-pains,  with  every  rea- 
fonahle  expeBation  of  the  final,  and  faje'  • 
ie:  mination  of  the  labour  by  the  powers  of 
nature  only  ; I fay,  if  ever  fuch  an  opinion 
fiould  become  gen  era  Lj  I am  perfiiaded 
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^ the  1ST  EVITABLE  confequence  would  be, 
^ that  the  praBice  of  midwifery,  in  ordinary 
* ^ cafes,  would  revert  into  the  hands  of  Jc- 
^ male  praBitioners,  much  to  the  injury  of  the 

* fex^  and  equally  to  the  injury  of  the  iniereft 

* of  the  profeffion.  And  I beg  leave  to 

* add,  that  thefe  are  not  i m a g i n ary  appre- 

* henfions,  but  founded  upon  facts  which 
‘ have  come  to  my  knowledge,  where  the 

* mifehiefs  deferibed  have  really  happen- 
^ ed,  by  the  immediate  ufe  of'  the  veftisy 
^ even  in  experienced  and  Jkil/ul  handed 

I mu  ft  now  beg  leave,  Sir_,  to  make  a few 
remarks  on  Dr.  Ofborn’s  fears,  left  the  mif- 
ebiefs  done  by  the  general  ufe  of  the  veBis, 
fhould  caufe  ^ the  pra61ice  of  midwifery,  in 
^ ordinary  cafes,  to  revert  into  the  hands  of 
^female  praBitioners,  much  to  the  injury  of 
^ the  fex,  and  equally  to  the  injury  of  the  in^ 

* terefl  of  the  profeffiond 

Be  it  known,  that  Dr.  Ofborn  inftruBs 
women  in  the  fcience  of  midwifery,-  fo  that 
according  to  his  ozon  hypothefis,  he  takes 
money  from  midwives,  for  qualifying  them 
to  injure  women ; and  no  doubt  he  thinks 


women 
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women  are  injured^  in  the  different  lying-in- 
hofpitals  where  midwives  operate. 

Again,  Dr.  O.  tells  his- oblietric  brethren^, 
that  he  has  known  great  mifchief  done  by  the 
unnecefiary  ufe  of  the  veblis,  and  that  forty- 
nine  times  in  fifty  it  is  ufed  mofl  dangeroufly  ; 
that  fome  men  have  ufed  it  twelve  hundred 
times;  of  courfe  they  mud  have  done  mif- 
chief with  it,  or  ufed  it  dangeroufly,  eleven- 
hundred  and  feventy-fix  times,  and  all  this^ 
mifchief  has  been  done  by  the  veftis  when 
in  Jkd/ul  hands. 

This  you  admit  the  truth  of,  by  acknow- 
ledging that  Dr.  Oiborn’s  arguments  againft 
the  vettis,  are  urged  with  great  propriety, 

I verily  believe  (with  Dr,  O.)  that  if  wo- 
men knew  thefe  things,  midwifery  would- 
revert  to  femaies,  muck  to  the  injury  of  the' 
profejjion:  I d<>  alfo  believe,  that  the  ufe  of 
the  lever  is  now  fo  general,  fince  there  are* 
half  a dozen  or  half  a fcore  men  and  boy^ 

midvivcs  in  almolt  every  fmall  fireet  in 

✓ 

London,  and  every  village  in  the  country, 
that  the  mifclfief  done  by  it  (when  it  is  in 
unJkilJiU  hands)  inujt  ve,y  Joon  come  to  the- 
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knowledge  of  women,  and  female  midwifery 
will  again  be  preferred  for  the  fake  of  fafety,. 
as  well  as  decency  ; for  women  will  not  long 
continue  to  expofe  their  perfons  to  ftrange 
men,  in  order  to  have  them  ripped,  bruifed, 
and  torn  with  fteel  inftruments,  becaufe  the 
doQor  has  not  patience  to  wait  Nature’s 
time. 

But  how  Dr.  Oftorn  can  think  the  fc.v  will 
be  injured^  by  fubftituting  the  hands  of  IleiD 
ful  midwives  for  Jieel  injlruments^  which  ^(in 
^ fkilful  m^/e-hands)  have  been  dangeroufly 
* ufed  1176  times  in  1200,’  I am  at  a lofs  to 
underhand;  and  I hope  he  will  favour  the- 
public  with  another  e[fay^  to  explain  this^ 
paradox. 

I know  feveral  well*  qualified  women,  who 
have  delivered  more  females  than  Dr,^ 
Ofborri  has,  who  never  were  able  to  ufe 
force  enough  with  their  natural  inftruments- 
to  tear  and  bruife  the  mother,  or  to  carve 
the  child’s  face  and  fcalp;  I never  heard  of 
SKILFUL  midwives  doing  any  other  injury 
than  to  wait  patiently  in  lingering  labours,  and' 
to  call  in  the  affiftance  of  a furgeon  (not  a 
lafeivious  man-midwifej  about  once  in  500 

times,- 
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^^nnes.  I know  feveral  ladies,  who  have  late- 
ly difcharged  the  midwife  do6lors  they 
employed,  and  are  much  better  fadsfied, 
and  much  more  comfortable  with  a female 
about  their  perfons  in  labour,  than  with  a 
male,  for  reafons  which  are  too  obvious  to 
be  piibliflicd.  Thefe  are  daily  perfuading 
other  MODEST  women  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample, fo  that  Dr.  Ofborn’s  prophecy  may 
be  fulfilled  in  a fnort  time,  without  injuring 
any  other  than  the  male  midwife  fex^  tf  an 
obftetric  public  fchool  can  be  inftituted,  for 
the  inftru6lion  of  midwives  poffeffing  good 
chara61ers  and  promifing  talents  for  the  pro- 
feflion,  which  is  now  under  contemplation^ 
and  of  which  I fhall  treat  more  at  large 
hereafter.  In  the  meari  time, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &g. 

V 
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T>ERM1T  me  now  to  lead  your  attention! 
^ back,  to  what  I quoted  from  your  book 
in  the  beginning  of  my  laM  letter. 

D r.  Lowder’s  lever  (you  fay]  is  different 
in  form  from  thole  which  Dr.  Ofborn  proved 
to  be  fo  dangerous,  and  poffeffes  different 
powers,  and  is  employed  in  a different  man- 
ner'^;  fo  that  your  former  cbjeBions  again  ft 
the  ufe  of  the  lever  are  totally  obviated  by 
it,  and  Dr.  Ofborn’s  arguments  are  ferJcUly' 
inapplicable  to  it. 

I fliall  prove  from  your  own  account  of 
the  manner  of  ufing  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever, 
and  the  refult  thereof  (even  in  the  hands  of 
your  foil)  that  it  does  not  poffefs  different 
powers  from  Mr.  Herbinieaux,  Dr.  Bland, 
and  Dr.  Denman’s  lever;  that  it  cannot  be 
uled,  in  a different  manner;  that  Dr. 
Ofborn’s  arguments  are  applicable  to  it; 
and  that  your  objeftions  have  been  obviated 
upon  falfe  grounds. 

Page  105  you  fay,  your  fon  ^ determined 
^ to  employ  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever;  and  after 

^ bavins; 
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* having  explained  to  Drs.  Daly  and  Ball 

* his  motives  for  fo  doing,  he  introduced 

* the  inflrument  over  the^occiput  of  the 
^ child,  to  which  he  was  direded  by  the 
« futures,  at  that  time  very  diftincl*,  and 
^ began  about  a quarter  before  nine  o clock 
^ with  it  during  a pain.  He  continued  tO‘ 

‘ do  this  till  nearly  half  pad  eleven  that 
^ evening,  when  his  intentions  were  lo  far 
^ completely  fulfilled,  that  the  head  was 
^ fairly  engaged  within  the  pelvis;  that  is  to^ 
^ fay,  it  had  entered  about  one  third  within 
^ the  cavity. 

« During  the  time  employed  in  the  ufe  of 
^ the  lever,  the  pains  were  frequent,,  and  it 
^ is  worth  remarking'^ y that  my  fon,  as  he 
^ informed  me,  repeatedly  Jliewed  Doblors 
^ Daly  and  Ball,  that  without  prejjing  \yith 

* the  indrument  on  any  part  of  the  woman, 

* he  could  exert  a very  confiderahle  degree  of 
^ force  in  drawing  down  the  child. 

^ Having 

*'  A elear  proof  that  the  head  was  not  too  much  oflified,. 
of  courfe,  it  was  not  a very  difficult  cafe,  as  the  pelvis 
was  not  much  diilorted. 

+ Yes,  Sir,  this  adion  ought  to  be  remarked  for  its 
decency y as  well  as  its  humanity!  Three  Gentlemen  trying 
an  expedment  three  hours  at  the  tail  of  a living  vveman ! 


{ 151  ) 

^ Having  been  engaged  the  preceding 

* night  in  a fatiguing  attendance,  he  then 
‘ left  her  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Ball. 

^ She  flept  about  two  hours.  When  fhe 
^ awoke,  the  pains  recurred,  and  gradually 
increafed  in  frequency  and  force,  till  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  file  was,  by 
^ the  natural  pains  alone,  delivered  of  a 

* large  still-born  male  child.  The  head 
^ was  much  flattened,  and  there  was  the 

* mark  of  a bruife  on  the  teguments  covering 
^ the  pofterior  edge  of  the  right  parietal, 

^ and  the  contiguous  part  of  the  occipital 
‘ bone.  There  was  the  appearance  alfo  of  a 
^ very  flight  hvxxi^t  on  the  left  parietal  bone. 

* My  fon  imputed  the  bruife  on  the  right 
‘ parietal  bone  and  the  occiput,  to  the  vje  of 

* the  lever.  The  recovery  of  the  patient  was 
^ tedious^  See, 

‘ In  March,  however,  llie  had  no  com- 
^ plaint,  except  an  incontinency  of  urine ^ 
^ under  which  fhe  had  laboured  ever  fiiice 
‘ her firft  delivery.’ 

I fliall  beg  leave  to  expatiate  a little  on 
each  of  thefe  items^  in  order  to  prove  what 
I have  propofed. 
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Was  it  not  a very  dangerous  experiment 
to  apply  the  lever  to  a head  fo  far  off,  pro- 
vided he  were  fure  it  was  7iot  the  frontal 
future  lie  felt,  and  that  he  was  7iot  prelTing  on 
the  forehead  indead  of  the  fuppofed  occiput? 
and  forcing  the  point  of  the  inllrument  over 
the  fuperciliary  ridges  into  the  two  eyes, 
inflead  of  the  two  occipital  futures  ? Dr. 
Smellie  and  all  his  pupils  made  this  miftake. 
Cafe  3,  Coll.  28. 

Pie  employed  the  fteel  inllrument  nearly 
three  hours  againll  the  child’s  tender  flcull, 
and  ‘ repeatedly  Jhewed  Drs.  Daly  and  Ball, 
‘ that  without  preffing  with  the  inllrument 
* on  any  part  of  the  woman,  he  could  exert 
‘ a very  confiderable  degree  of  force  in 
‘ drawing  down  the  child.’ 

O 

Was  this  three  hours  work  performed  with 
a defign  to  try  the  powers  of  the  inllrument, 
and  to  Jhev)  the  fame  to  Mell'rs.  Daly  and 
Ball,  or  to  relieve  the  woman  ? Was  it  not 
his  duty  to  wait  the  full  efle6l  of  her  pains 
(which  ‘ increafed  in  frequency  and  force 
^ till  five  the  next  morning'j  before  he  ap- 
plied the  inllrument? 

Yuii 


( 153  ) 

You  very  juftly  enforce  the  neceffify  of 
waiting  the  full  effe6l  of  the  pains  before  the 
child^s  head  be  opened,  but  at  the  fame  time 
you  juftify  the  ufe  of  the  lever  many  hours 
before  that  period.  Every  circumflance  of 
Nelly  Sanderfon’s  labour  was  exadlly  the 
fame  as  Mrs.  Gray’s,  i.  e.  both  pelves 
were  under  three  inches,  the  heads  were  de- 
tained above  the  brim  by  the  projeflion  of 
the  lumbar  vertebrae,  after  the  membranes 
w^ere  broken,  and  the  os  uteri  was  dilated  ; 
therefore  if  the  lever  was  neceffary  in  Mrs. 
Gray  s labour,  it  ought  to  have  been  ufed  in 
Nelly  Sanderfon’s  alfo ; if  it  was  unneceffary 
in  the  labour  of  the  latter,  itfliould  not  have 
been  ufed’in  that  of  the  former. 

• Far  be  it  from  me  to  aflert,  that  Mrs. 
Gray  s child  was  killed  by  the  lever  j but 
yourfelf  have  declared,  that  it  was  ftilEborn, 
and  that  N.  S.’s  child,  on  whofe  head  the 
lever  was  not  ufed,  was  born  alive,  though 
it  was  compreffed  twenty-nine  hours  by 
the  contraded  uterus. 

The  uterus  contraaed  itfelf  on  Mrs.  Gray’s 
child  only  nine  or  ten  hours,  therefore  it  had  a 
much  better  chance  for  life,  (in  this  refpedl) 

than 
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than  the  other.  You  alfo  declare,  that  Mrs. 
Gray’s  recovery  was  much  more  tedious  this 
time,  than  after  the  birth  of  her  followimr 

O 

■children,  when  inftruments  were  not  ufed. 
I have  been  thus  particular,  with  a view  to 
prevent  young,  praftitioners  from  ufing  the 
lever,  efpecially  before  the  full  effed:  of  the 
pains  be  tried  ; and  alfo  to  give  your  fon 
an  opportunity  of  proving  (in  his  promifed 
publication)  that  he  had  no  other  motive 
than  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  Mrs.  Gray 
and  her  child,  when  he  affifted  the  birth  with 
Dr.  Lowder’s  lever. 

A few  weeks  fince  a midwife  in  my  neigh- 
bourhood delivered  a woman  ofa  li-ving  child, 
after  the  membranes  had  been  broken  five 
days  ; I acknowledge  this  is  a rare  cafe, 
fince  male  praftitioners  and  their  fteel  infiru- 
nienfs  have  become  fafiiionable. 

This  lever  is  certainly  very  ufeful^  when  a 
man  wants  to  finifli  the  bufinefs  in  a hurry, 
^ having  been  fatigued  the  preceding  night;’ 
and  I muft  inform  you.  Sir,  that  had  the 
faid  lever  been  employed  on  my  wife,  with- 
out MY  leave,  or  her  leave,  (though  the 
operator  had  confulted  the  female  attendants) 

and 
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and  the  child’s  head  had  been  hruifed^  whe- 
ther jhil-horn  or  not,  I fhould  mod  certainly 
have  profecuted  the  ope’^ator,  for  his  pre- 
fumption,  in  a court  of  jultice.  If  I fend 
for  a furgeon  to  relieve  me  when  afflicted 
with  the  done,  and  am  obliged  to  be  cut 
without  my  own  confent,  becaufe  a parcel  of 
furrounding  females  think,  with  the  furgeon, 
that  it  ought  to  be  done;  I am  bound  to 
profecute  the  officious  furgeon,  and  I hope 
hufbands  will,  in  future,  aft  the  fame,  when 
indruments  are  ufed  on  their  wives  without 
iheir  leave.  Moreover,  I hardly  think  it 
was  right  to  Jlitw  Drs.  Daly  and  Ball  fo 
repeatedly  ; if  you  hereby  mean,  that  he  gave 
them  ocular  demondration ; becaufe,  how- 
ever proper  on  the  machine,  it  is  abomina- 
bly indecent,  when  exercifed  on  a living 
woman. 

But  to  the  points  propofcd  : 

Fird.  The  manner  of  ufing  Dr.  Lowder’s 
lever  is  exaftly  the  fame  as  the  bejl  manner  of 
ufing  others;  being  applied  over  the  occiput, 
to  bring  the  long  diameter  of  the  head  into 
contaft  with  the  long  diameter  of  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis,  and  to  force  it  into  the  cavity 

of 
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■oT the  pelvis;  aficr  which  it  may  draw  down 
a little,  when  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  are  be- 
come a flay  for  the  convex  fide  of  the  in- 
flrument,  and  when  ‘ a confiderahk  degree  of 
Joree  is  ufed.  I will  leave  it  to  any  candid 
profefforto  determine,  whetheryoz^  have  not 
proved,  that  this  lever  is  ufed  the  fame  as  that 
of  M.  Herbinieaux,  Dr.  Bland,  and  Dr.  Den- 
man, and  cannot  be  ufed  otherwife. 

Secondly.  It  cannot'  polfefs  effentially 
-different  powers,  on  account  of  its  being  a 
little  more  curved  near  the  point;  it  can 
only  force  the  head  from  one  part  of  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis  to  nearly  the  oppofite 
part,  and  draw  it  down,  after  it  is  in  the  pel- 
vis; and  any  lever  can  do  the  fame  ; nay, 
ihe  fame  might  be  done  by  the  handle  of  a 
lable-fpoon,  when  the  refiftance  is  finall.  I 
arn  willing  to  leave  this  article  alfo  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  any  candid  accoucheur"^*. 

I confefs,  that  by  being  more  convex  than 
the  pelvis  is  concave,  it  lays  a greater  hold 
on  the  head,  but  is  much  more  difficult  to 

As  a lev'er  cannot  comprefs  the  bones  of  the  Ikull,  it 
cannot  accomplifn  the  delivery,  where  there  is  great  dii- 
proportion  between  the  head  and  the  pelvis. 
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introduce  tlian'the  more  flraight  ones,  and 
its  prefTure  is  more  partial  on  the  head,  of 
coiiiTe  more  dangerous. 

Blit,  laftly,  Dr.  Ofborn’s  arguments  are 
applicable  to  it,  becaufe  (in  your  fon  s hands) 
it  did  the  very  mifebief  which  all  others 
have  done. 

\ 

The  child  was  [lill-lorn^  after  your  Ton 
had  been  at  work  with  his  Jled  inftrument 

TWO  HOURS  AND  THREE  QUARTERS  UpOO 

its  tender  fkull ! ! 

'J'wo  hruifes  w^ere  found  on  the  head, 
and  your  fon  ,himfelf  allows,  that  one  of 
them  was  done  with  Dr.  Lowder’s  innocent 
lever.  I affure^you,  Sir,  I fliould  not  thank 
Dr.  Lowder,  for  trying  experiments  with  his 
lever  on  my  fkull  for  diree  hours  together, 
though  it  is  certainly,  much  thicker  than 
•when  in  utero. 

But,  how  came  the  woman  to  have  an  in- 
continency  of  urine,  if  your  fon  did  ?wt  prefs 
on  anj!  part  of  her.?.  Oh  ! I beg  pardon,  I 

perceive  you  have  thrown  that  mifehief 

^ ’ 

upon  the  operator  ' who  opened  the  child’s 
head  in  her  former  delivery  ; but  perhaps  he 
wnll  dilclaim  it,  and  throw  it  upon  your  fon  ; 
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if  fo,  I am  perfuaded  your  objeftions  to  the 
ufe  of  the  lever,  have  .been  obviated  upon 
falfe  grounds;  as  the  only  fuccefs/id  cafe 
wliich  jj;aw  have  related,  proves  it  to  be  capa- 
ble of  wounding  the  child's  hcad^  if  not  the 
mother  Ikewife ; and  thde  are  the  only 
grounds  of  Dr.  Ofl)orn’s  objcdion  to  the  ufe 
of  all  other  levers. 

If  I be  miilaken,  I am  open  to  convicUon  ; 
and  your  foil  is  at  liberty  to  prove  rny  mif- 
take,  when  hepubliflies  his  panegyric  on  Dr. 
Lowder’s  lever;  but  I hope  he  will  be  fur- 
iiiflied  with  better  arguments,  than  Jlill-born 
children,  wounded  heads,  and  the  mothers''  in- 
continency  oj  urine  \ if  not,  I muft  dill  fay, 
that  the  new  lever  can  wound  mothers  and 
children  as  well  as  the  old  ones;  and  I 
would  rather  trail  my  head  ('though  it  is 
■completely  the  fiiigcrsof  a fldlful 

midwife^  than  under  Dr.  Lowder’s  Jieel  lever, 
whether  in  his  oivn  hands,  or  in  thofe  of  his 
brethren  and  pupils. 

This  Mrs.  Gray's  firll  child  was  killed  in 
utero  by  the  fcilfars  and  crotchet ; tiie  fe- 
cond  had  its  head  bruifed  with  the  lever, 
eigho  hours  Icjor^  the  pains  arrived  at  their  full 

vigour ; 
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vigour-,  the  third  was  expelled  without  in- 
fh'iancntal  aid,  though  a preternatural  prefen- 
tation  ; ^ and  the  fourth  was  bop.n  alive  by 
the  powers  of  n a t u r e a l o n e . Why  might 
not  the  firft  two  children  have  been  born  by 
the  powers  of  nature  alfo,  if  the  crotchet  and  ' 
the  lever  had  not  been  ufed  ? Had  a mid- 
wife attended  her,  Ihe  might  have  retained 
her  urine  afterwards  perhaps;  but,  as  Dr. 
Ofborn  obferves,  it  v/as  very  eafy  to  attribute 
this  mifchief  to  the  original  difficulty  of 
the  cafe,  in  order  to  hide  the  real  caufe 
of  it. 

It  is  aftoniffiing,  that  while  Dr.  OfiDorn  is 
endeavouring  to  prove,  that  an  unborn  child 
lias  no  lenfation,  as  if  he  wifficd  to  ftart  this 
ncu)  idea  as  an  apology  for  the  needlefs 
life  of  the  crotchet ; and  while  other  men- 
mid  wives  are  publickly  recommending  the 
life  of  their  differently-formied  levers,  which 
ii  a v e a I r eady  do  n e fo  m u c h m i fc  h i e f to  m o t h e r s 
and  children,  juft  like  fo  many  quacks  ad- 
.vcrtifing  their  refpeaive  infallible  noftrums; 

* She  very  wifely  negleaed  to  fend  for  the  dodor, 
till  this  child  was  nearly  born,  and  fhe  was  out  of  thehof. 
pital,  and  at  work  on  the  fourteenth  day, 
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I fay,  it  is  aftonifliing,  that  women  can  be  fo 
men-mad,  as  to  prefer  them  to  fliilful  mid- 
wives, notwithftanding  the  dreadful  riflv  they 
run  in  confequence  thereof.  Dr.  Lowder 
has  fo  much  bufinefs,  that  (if  I be  rightly 
informed)  he  will  not  attend  a patient  be- 
yond any  of  the  turnpikes ; and  not  long 
lince  one  of  them,  good-natured  lady,  came 
to  town  to  lie-in,  rather  than  be  difappointed 
of  being  delivered  by  him* 

I am  not  an  advocate  for  women’s  chang- 
ing from  one  doDor  to  another,  till  they  have 
given  their  perfons  into  the  hands  of feveral 
other  men  befides  their  hufbands,  which  is 
very  commonly  done,  by  women  who  pre- 
tend to  modefty  ; nor  do  I think  it  right  to 
fend  for  Br*  Noakes  to  handle  them,  when 
their  former  Dr.  %/^s  happens  to  be  at  ano- 
ther labour,  till  they  have  tried  what  a fldlful 
midwife^c^J7i  do  for  them  : but  as  this  inconfif- 
tency  is  chiefly  owing  10  the  fophift ry  of  men- 
midwives,  exercifediuccelsfully  upon  women, 


who  (being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  par- 
turition) cannot  fee  the  fallacy  of  their  ar- 


guments, I fliall  now  endeavour  to  convince 
them,  how  egregioufly  they  have  been 
deceived.  9 ^ have 
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1 have  heard  accoucheurs  fay,  Men  are 
more  fafe  than  midwives. 

P^irfl,  Becaufe  they  are  more  tender. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  they  are  better  ana- 
tomifts. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  women  are  ignorant  of 
their  profefTion. 

Thefe  are  the  three  principal  malt  fubter- 
luges,  and  the  truth  of  each  1 fliall  examine  * 
feparately. 

Firll,  1 am  to  difplay  male  tender'ncfs. 

You  may  remember,  Sir,  that  a very  anti- 
quated hiftorian,  called  Mojes^  has  publihied 
a mod  infamous  libel  againft  the  practice  of 
men-midwives,  by  faying,  that  the  tender^ 
hearted  man  Pharaoh  commanded  the.  hard- 
hearted  female  midwives  of  his  day,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  male  infants  (pretty  innocent  babes !} 
of  many  thoufand  women,  called  Hebrews, 
on  their  entrance  into  the  world;  and  that 
thefe  cruel  wom^Tz-midwives  did  difappoint 
the  humane  defigns  of  the  good  man  Pharaoh, 
by  an  a6l  of  wilful  difobedience  which  might 
have  coft  them  their  lives,  had  Pharaoh 
known  the  truth;  but  in  that  Jimple  age  of 
the  world,  midwifery  was  neither  taught  to 
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nor  BY  men^  I apprehend ; befides,  thefe  im^ 
fudcnt  women  moil  certainly  told  their  king 
a zvicked  lie,  with  no  other  viev/  in  the  world 
than  to  have  the  lives  of  the  brats ; for  they 
would  have  it,  that  all  the  children  of  the  He- 
brew women  were  expelled  by  nature  alone ^ 
ere  help  could  reach  them.  And  you  know. 

Sir.  tills  fame  Mofes  was  faved  from  drown- 
/ 

ing  by  a cruel  woman. 

Indeed,  every  fenfihle  perfon  mujl  know, 
that  a woman  who  has  felt  what  labour-pains 
are,  can  exercife  nothing  but  cruelly  towards 
others  under  the  fame  pains,  and  that  none 
but  mothers  know  how  to  be  cruel  to  unborn 
infants. 

What  pity,  Sir,  that  your  fon  had  not  lived 
in  the  days  of  this  King  Pharaoh!  he  would 
certainly  have  obtained  a penfion,  for  pub- 
licly recommending  the  ufe  of  Dr.  Lowder’s 
lever;  cfpecially  if  he  could  have  recited 
cafes,  where  it  had  brought  Jlill^born  male 
children  into  the  world  widi  hruifed  heads. 

So  might  Dr.  Ofborn  have  obtained  a 
large  penfion,  for  declaring  that  men  injure 
the  fex  lefs  than  women,  though  fome  of 
them  ufe  the  lever  dangeroufly  1176  times 

in 
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in  1200;  I fay,  Dr.  Ofl^orn  would  have 
obtained  a large  penfion,  for  recommending 
thel'e  men-midwives  in  preference  to  women 
in  the  days  of  Pharaoh  tlm  tender* 

How  drangely  the  tables  are  turned  fince 
the  reign  of  this  king?  Midwives  could  then 
take  the  advantage  of  male  ignorance  to  fave 
children;  but  now,  '^/zd?2-midwives  can  im- 
pofe  on  feinale  ignorance,  when  they  injure 
or  deftroy  them,  by  attributing  the  mifehief 
they  have  done  to  the  ^ difficulty  of  the  cafe/ 
1 do  not  wiOi  to  make  too  free  with  the 
facred  writings;  but  as  they  paint  human 
nature  in  its  exahl  colours^  I hope  -the  im- 
portance of  the  lafety  and  comfort  of  mo- 
thers and  children,  wdll  juftify  my  refeilring 
thereto  again  under  this  particular. 

The  firft  author  in  the  New  Tcftament  inr 
forms  us,  that  2i  good-natured  king  or  gover- 
nor took  it  into  his  head  to  murder  a great 
number  of  innocent  children!  but  we  do 
not  read,  that' the  men  v/hom  he  fent  to  do 
the  horrid  bufinefs, . hefitated,  and  made 
excufes  to  fave  the  helplefs  babes  ! No,  he 
fent  forth  and  flew  them;  there  was  no  de- 
lay. Nor  did  Herod  keep  regiments  of  wo- 
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men  to  execute  liis  dreadful  commands,  but 
men  were  his  murderous  meffengers! 

If  you  want  any  additional  evidence,  that 
men  are  /ull  as  cruel  as  women  now,  as  well 
as  in  the  days  of  St.  Matthew  and  the  time 
of  Mofes,  you  need  only  read  what  I have 
quoted  from  Dr.  Smellie  and  Dr.  Ofborn  s 
writings  in  the  laft  four  letters. 

1 might  have  quoted  continental  cafes  in 
abundance  in  proof  hereof ; and  I might  have 
filled  fevcral  volumes,  had  I run  over  the 
various  Britifh  medical  journals,  in  order  to 
expofe  the  oblletric  mifehief  recorded  there- 
in, whxh  has  been  done  by  the  tender  and 
infallibly  fafe  /^ew-midwives,  fince  they  came 
!nto  falhion..  But  to  fave  my  own  time,  and 
to  give  my  readers  as  little  trouble  as  I can, 
confiftently  with  the  nature  of  the  fubjcD,  I 
have  conhned  my  quotations  principally  to 
Dr.  Smellie,  the  late  Father  of  Midwifery  in 
this  country. 

If  I have  (in  any  part  of  this  work)  dif- 
covered  too  much  acrimony,  I beg  the 
reader’s  pardon,  hoping  the  malignity  of 
the  crimes  I have  undertaken  to  cenfure, 

'will,  in  feme  ineafure,  plead  my  excufe.  I 

have  ' 


have  no  prejudice  againft  Mcn-midmvQs^ 
but  what  I derived  from  their  aflions ; as 
an  evidence  thereof,  I fuffered  my  own  rela-^ 
lions  to  employ  them  without  reproof,  be- 
fore I knew  fo  much  of  them.  I only  wifli 
to  write  againft  their  w^/-p radices,  for,  as 
men,  I wifli  them  well,  but  not  as  wm-mid- 
wives. 

Secondly,  I will  enquire,  whether  men 
are  better  midwives  than  women  on  account 
of  their  more  general  knowledge  of  ana« 
tomy. 

All  the  anatomy  that  a praBuioner  of 
midwifery  can  want  (whether  male  or  female) 
is,  a good  knowledge  of  the  bones  of  the 
pelvis  in  its  perfeB  ftate,  fo  as-^to  be  able  to 
judge  when,  and  how  much  it  is  deformed. 
Alfo  of  its  connexion  with  the  lumbar  verte^ 
brae,  and  its  fttuation,  and  axisj  a know- 
ledge of  its  form,  and  diameters,  is  com- 
prifed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  different 
bones  which  originally  compof«d  it. 

A midwife  muft  alfp  know  what  the  pelvis 
contains,  as  deferibed  in  the  fecond  letter  • 
together  with  a perfeB  knowledge  of  the 
vagina  and  perinseum,  and  alfo  of  the  fcetal 
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flcull ; as  mentioned  in ' the  fame  letter. 
She  ought  alfo  to  underftand  the  increafe 
and  elevation  of  the  gravid  uterus  during 
geftation,  which  flie  muft  know  better  by 
experience^)  if  a mother,  than  any  man  can  • 
teach  her.  She  fliould  alfo  be  taught  the 
natural  fituation  of  the  placenta,  and  child 
in  utero  j which  I alfo  briefly  noticed  in  the 
- fecond  letter. 

Now,  Sir,  I would  aflv,  whether  you  do 
not  teach  thefe  things  in  your  leftures  to 
males,  demonftrating  them  on  pelves  and 
foetal  fkulls;  and  on  the  parts  of  generation, 
which  are  kept  in  fpirits  (in  the  leClure- 
Toom)  for  that  purpofe  ? 

I would  further  aflc,  whether  this  is  not 
all  the  anatomy  that  can  be  ufeful  in  the 
praflice  of  midv/ifery*?  and  whether  every 
well  qualified  midwife  is  not  perfeQly  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  parts  of  the  human 
body  ? 

If  fo,  it  could  be  no  advantage  to  them  - 
U)  attend  anatomical  le6liires  and  the  differ- 
ing and  demonftrating  rooms,  unlefs  they 


* I except  obftetric  furgery. 
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wifhed  to  praaife  furgery,  which  is  fuif  as 
confiftent  as  for  men  to  praaife  midwifery. 

Indeed,  I think  it  would  be  juft  as  proper’ 
to  fee  Mrs.  Callous,  Surgeon  and  yipothe- 
- cary,  upon  feveral  of  the  doors  in  a fmall 
town,  and  to  fee  them  cutting  men  for  the 
ftone,  and  curing  them  of  the  lues  vene- 
rea, as  to  read  the  word  Man-m\dwi/e,  up- 
on fo  many  doors,  and  to  fee  them  paying 
their  manual  refpeas  to  the  hare  pofteriors 
of  all  the  married  women  in  the  town. 


But  it  may  be  neceffary  to  enquire.  What 
IS  the  refult  oi  men  having  ftiidied  the  gene- 
ral anatomy  of  the  human  body,  and  their 
having  walked  the  hofpitals,  where  the 
various  amputations  and  operations  in  fur- 
gery  are  performed  ? Let  any  man  who 
polfcires  common  fenfe  determine,  whether 
uch  an  education  (however  neceftary  for 
urgeons}  does  not  render  the  heart  callous 
to  luman  mifery,-  nay,  a furgeon  cannot 
perform  an  operation  with  fafety,  till  (by 
a It)  he  can  feel  compofed,  and  ceafe  to 
fympathtze  with  the  fuffering  patient. 

_ I can  declare  from  experience,  that  a man 
IS  ftiocked,  the  firft  time  he  fees  the  human 
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body  differed,  though  he  is  fenfible  it  is 
dead,  but  that  by  feeing  one  dreadful  opera- 
tion after  another  in  the  hofpitals,  he  be- 
holds them  performed  on  the  living  fubjed 
with  perfed  indifference. 

Moreover,  furgeons  being  in  the  conftant 
habit  of  uffng  inftruments,  are  unfit  to 
pradife  midwifery  ; I repeat  it,  this  is  fo  far 
from  being  advantageous  (as  male  xaiAwivei 
pretend)  that  it  would  deter  me  from  em- 
ploying a furgeon  to  deliver  a woman  in  a 
natural  labour,  where  no  inffrijment  can  be 
wanted,  beeaiife  they  are  tempted  to  have 
lecourfe  (at  all  events)  to  their  inftruments, 
when  the  labour  is  tedious,  and  they  are 
afraid  of  lofing  the  good  fee  of  fome  other 

patient. 

Am  I exaggerating  berej  Sir  ? Let  the 
various  accounts  which  I have  quoted,  of 
infants’  brains  being  evacuated,  and  their 
flculls  bruifed,  and  of  the  mothers  being 
torn,  by  the  premature  ufe  of  inftruments,  in 
Jkilful  male-hands,  anfwer.  I fay,  let  thefe 
dreadful  cafes  teftify,  that  I am  not  exag- 
gerating in  this  particular;  and  let  women 
ceafe  to  be  impofed  on  by  the  falfe  pretences 


[ } 

of  men-midwives  and  their  emiflaries,  who 
fay,  that  they  are  more  tender  than  v/omen, 
after  having  gone  through  an  education, 
which  has  a diametrically  oppofite  tendency*! 
nor  let  them  any  longer  believe,  that  a man 
who  is  in  the  conftant  habit  of  ufing  inftru- 
ments,  is  a more  fafe  pradlitioner  of  mid- 
wifery than  a woman,  who  cannot  run  before 
nature,  having  no  inftrument  but  her  hands. 

How  can  I refrain  writing  in  behalf  of 
innocent  babes,  by  endeavouring  to  un^ 
deceive  my  countrywomen,  when  book  after 
book  is  publifhed  to  fet  forth  the  advantages 
of  inftruments,  which  have  already  bruifed 
children’s  heads,  in  iht  Jkilful  hands  of  the 
very  men  who  are  now  about. to  recommend 
them  ? If  they  have  done  fo  in  Jkil/ulhdi\\ds, 
what  may  we  expeft  from  them,  when  ufed 
by  novices,  who  (as  Dr.  Ofhorn  obferves) 
only  ' run  through  a fingk  courfe  of  lec- 
* tures,’  and  who  can  hide  the  mifchief  they 
doud  er  the  made  of  original  difficulty?  So 
that  all  the  recompence  the  patient’s  huf. 

* Surgeons  (fays  Lord  Chefterfield)  are  hardened  to 
the  bodily  pains  of  mankind,  by  feeing  and  hearing  of 
them  all  day  long. 

• \ 


band 


band  gets,  is  to  pay  another  doQor  or  two^ 
whom  the  blunderer  is  taught  to  call  in,  to 
jujlify  what  he  has  done. 

But,  Sir,  fince  you  and  your  brethren  fet 

fuch  an  ineftimable  value  on  your  general 

• 

anatomical  knowledge,  as  conneQed  with 
the  pra6lice  of  midwifery,  I will  point  out, 
wherein  it  can  be  turned  to  very  great  ad- 
vantage in  another  way,  as  confidently  as  in 
midwifery. 

Let  it  be  immediately  made  known,  that 
a nurfe  cannot  be  truded  to  inje6l  a clyder 
Ja/ely,  becaufe  fhe  has  not  dudied  the  druc- 
ture  of  the  fmall  and  large  intedines,  from 
the  domach  and  pylorus  to  the  colon  and 
reClum,  together  with  the  aBion  of  the  leva- 
tores  ani.  That  die  mud  by  no  means  tie  ^ 
her  midrefs’s  garters,  being  ignorant  of  ana- 
tomy, led  die  diould,  fomc  hoxu  or  other, 
fraBure  the  patella,  or  rupture  the  capfular 
ligament,  and  let  out  the  fynovia.  That  die 
cannot  feed  an  infant  properly,  becaufe  fhe 
knows  nothing  of  the  aBion  of  the  epiglottis, 
the  larynx,  &c.  That  die  ought  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  entire  dvdeton,  from  the 

os  occipitis  to  the  os  calcis  •,  the  union  of 

the 


the  different  cartilages  with  their. bones;  all 
the  articulate  and  inarticulate  joints;  alfo 
the  names,  origins,  infertions,  and  ufes  of  all 
the  mufcles,  whether  flefhy  or  tendinous. 
Likewife  the  exact  courfe  of  the  arteries, 
which  condu6l  the  blood  to  the  head,  trunk, 
and  extremities ; and  of  the  veins,  through 
which  it  paffes  back  again  to  the  heart. 

Let  females  be  perfuaded,  that  their  nurfes 
fltould  know  the  courfe  of  each  pair  of 
nerves,  and  their  connexion  with  the  brain; 
as  well  as  the  whole  thoracic  and  abdominal 
vifcera,  and  the  moll  minute  abforbents.  See: 
See.  And  that  without  this  knowledge,  the 
child  cannot  be  fa/e  in  their  hands.  Tell 
them,  that  it  is  very  common  to  fee  a dear 
little  babe’s  fternum  preffed  quite  clofe  to 
the  dorfal  vertebras,  by  having  its  roller  put 
on  by  an  ignorant  nurfe;  and  that  they  fome- 
times  injure  the  glutaei  mufcles,  by  clouting 
them  improperly 

* Doflorsniay  as  well  .fay,  that  nurfes  ought  to  un- 
derhand the  alteration  which  takes  place  in  the  circula- 
tion of  the  foetal  blood  when  the  funis  is  tied,  as  to  fay, 

that  general  anatomy  is  an  advantage  in  the  pradice 
of  midwifery. 


Were 


Were  I a man -midwife,  I fliould  keep  aa 
1 undred  fuch  misfortunes  as  thefe  in  my 
head,  ready  to  relate  whenever  they  were 
likely  to  anfwer  my  purpofe ; for  if  I could  im- 
pofe  on  women  as  eafily  in  this  way,  as  others 
have  impofed  on  them,  by  fay  ing  that  midwives 
ought  not  to  be  trufted  to  deliver  them,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  underftand.  the  general 
anatomy  of  the  human  body,  I might  foon 
recommend  myfelf  and  my  obftetric  brethren 
as  nurfes,  as  well  as  midwives ; fo  that  females 
might  be  entirely  difcarded  during  the  puer- 
peral date  of  women.  And  what  if  we  fhould 
be  fneered  at,  for  being  feeri  to  drefs  and 
undrefs  the  lady  whom  we  delivered  a few 
days  before,  andalfo  to  clout  the  child,  &c.! 
no  matter,  fafliion  would  foon  filence  female 
fcruples,  and  then  their  kini  hufbands  muft 
confent  to  it,  and  pay  us  well  for  it  tool 
I really  think.  Sir,  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians  ought  to  honour  me  with  a title  for 
this  ntxi)  idea,  which  is  juft  as  confiftent  as> 

thai-of  w<27^-midwifery. 

1 have  thp  honour  to  be^&Ci 


LET^ 


LETTER  XIV. 


S I R, 


J_^AVING  proved  that  it  is  extremely 
dangerous  to  employ  men-midwives> 
when  inflruments  are  not  wanted,  I come  to 
the  SIXTH  and  last  propofition,  viz.  To 
enquire  why  there  are  fo  few  good  mid- 
wives ; offer  a plan  for  their  better  inftruc- 
tion  ; and  prove  that  man-midwifery  is  a 
perfonal,  a domeffic,  and  a national  evil. 

There  r.re  many  women  fuffered  to  prac- 
life  midwifery  who  know  very  little  of  it,  as 
well  as  men,  both  having  entered  into  the 
profeflion  without  a regular  education;  and 
I am  forry  our-  legiflators  have  not  long 
fince  interfered  to  prevent  it ; the  life  of  a 
.mother  or  a child  being  much  more  valuable 


than  that  of  a hare  or  a partridge,  which  has 
come  under  their  ferious  confideration. 

I muft  admit  the  full  force  of  Dr.  Buchan  s 
opinion,  page  591,  ed.  9.  ^ Though  the 

management  of  women  in  child-bed  has 
been  praftifed  as  an  employment  fince  the 
« carliefl  account  of  time;  yet  it  is  flill,  in 
^ moft  countries,  on  a very  bad  footing. 


* Few 


* Few  women  think  of  following  the  employ- 

* ment  till  they  be  reduced  to  the  nccefiity 

« of  doing  it  For  bread*  Hence  not  one  in 
^ a hundred  of  have  any  education, 

^ or  proper  knowledge'  of  their  burmefs. 
Thus  far  he  is  evidently  fpeaking  of  nurfes. 

^ It  is  equally  true,’  (fays  he)  ^ that  nioft 
^ women  in  child-bed  require  to  be  managed 
^ with  fldll  and  attention,  and  that  tney  are 
" often  hurt  by  the  fiiperdiiious  prejudices 
‘ of  if^norant  and  oiticious  midwives.  i he 

* mifehief  done  in  this  Vvay  is  much  greater 
‘ than  is  generally  imagined  ; moft  of  which 

* might  be  preveiued  by  allowing  no 
‘ woman  to  pra61ife  midwifery  but  fuch 
^ as  are  properly  qualified.  Were  due  at- 
tention paid  to  this,  it  would  not  only  be 
the  means  of  faving  many  lives,  'but  would 

‘ prevent  the  necessity  of  employing  men  in 
^ this  INDELICATE  and  difagreeahle  branch 
‘ of  medicine^  which  is^  on  many  accounts^ 
^ MORE  proper  for  the  other  Jex. 

Though  it  is  impoffible  for  the  mod  igno« 
rant  and  illiterate  midwives  to  do  fo  much 
mifehief  with  their  hands,  ^sjkil/ul  men  have 
done  with  their  levers,  &c.  I am  no  advocate 
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for  them,  but  wlfli  they  were  font  back  to 
their  wafli-tubs,  &c.  Women  v/hofe  clcDort- 
ment  is  vulgar  and.  dlfguil Fill,  are  by  no 
means  proper  for  that  proFcifion,  any  more 
than  thofe  who  have  not  well  ftudied  it. 
Nor  do  I blame  any  female  for  rejefling  their 
fcr  vices,  and  prefering  thofe  of  humane 
men;  I only  wifli  to  cenfure  thofe  who  live 
in  London,  or  other  large  places,  where 
Jkil/ul  and  fenfible  midwives  can  be  procured, 
and  yet  expofe  their  perfons  to  men;  nor 
would  I be  too  fevere  herein,  as  they  have 
been  led  into  this  error,  bv  onen  whofe 
intercjl  it  is  to  impofe  on  them,  by  faying, 
they  are  not  fafe  in  the  hands  of  any  wo- 
man. 

Dr.  Buchan  does  not  mean  that  many 
lives  have  been  loft  by  unflvilful  midwives 
in  delivery,  but  during  the  month;  and  as 
the  beft  midwives  have  very  little  knowledge 
or  phyfic,  it  is  right  to  call  in  a man  when 
women  are  threatened  with  too  much  fever, 
or  with  any  other  diforder.  But  this  is  very 
different  from  the  unneceffary  employment  of 
a man  in  the  time  of  labour,  becaufe  there  is 


no 
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no  improper  and  indecent  handling  and 
touching. 

It  is  a great  miftake  in  women,  to  fuppofe 
that  ALL  the  danger  is  in  the  delivery  ; on  the 
contrary,  nature  zviU  expel  the  foetus  ninety- 
nine  tinn.es  in  a hundred,  ^ if  left  to  herfelf* 
as  Dr.  Buchan  obferves:  fo  that  we  feldom 

I ' > 

hear  of  a woman  dying  in  labour,  though  many 
die  in  child-bed.  Nature  is  not  left  to  her- 
felf  by  many  men-midwives  (as  I have  al- 
ready proved)  for  they,  will  often  ufe  the 
lever,  whether  an  inllrument  be  wanted  or 
pot ; therefore  I would  much  rather  employ 
a male  nurfe  than  a male  midwife  in  a na- 
tural labour,  unlefs  I were  permitted  to 
fearch  the  doflor’s  pockets,  to  fatisfy  myfelf 
that  he  had  left  his  lever  at  home  for  once. 
If  he  were  unwilling  to  be  fearched,  I 
flibuld  confider  it  my  duty  to  proteft  my 
wife  from  being  injured  by  his  unncceffary 
inftrumental  aid. 

It  is  true,  there  are  fome  hufbands  of  a 
Jhallow  underftanding,  who  adlually  perfuade 
their  wives  to  employ  men  in  preference  to 
fldlful  women;  and  as  foon  as  the  doflor 


enters 
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enters  the  room,  they  fneak  out 'of  it;  I 
imagine  they  are  afraid  he  will  not  take 
liberties  enough,  while  they  are  there  to  re- 
train him,  fo  they  are  determined  to  give 
\\m\  full  liberty  of  confcience,  by  leaving 
him  in  the  unlimited  polfeffion  of  the  Sanc- 
tum Sandiorum,  Some  wives  pretend  they, 
cannot  perfuade  their  huTbands  to  be  with 
^hem  when  delivered  by  men  ; it  is  becaufe 
they  do  not  wifli  it,  for  they  know*  how  to 
perfuade  them  out  of  a new  gown,  whenever 
they  pleafe. 

I have  proved  (from  books  written  by 
raen-midwivesj  that  male  practice  has  been 
i^ttended  by  a great  deal  of  indecency,  and 
infirumental  mifehief;  therefore  if  women 
zvill  continue  to  employ  men  unneceflarily 
in  the  abfenee  of  their  hufbands,  and  Jhallow 
pated  hufbands  will  confent  to  it,  they  mujl 
take  iht  certain  confequences : fuch  couples, 
however,  are  well  qualified  to  live  among  the 
Korakic  Ruffians,  where  cujiom  requires  huf- 
bands to  proflitute  their  wives ^and  daughters 
to  ftrangers  out  of  very  hofpitality  *:  or  in 

Italy, 


* See  Le  Bran’s  travels. 
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Italy,  where  males  are  employed  to  attend 
ladies  in  bed,  to  drefs  and  undrefs  them, 
and  to  place  tiicir  chavjjdte  under  their  pet- 
ticoats, and  all  this  in  the  abfence  of  their' 
luifbands;  nay,  faOiion  requires  the  hufbarid 
to  feem  fatisficd  with  it  ally  and  to  hire  the 
faidman,  called  a cicifbeo'^:  nor  are  Britifh 

h u { b a n d s , w h o p e r rn  i i m e n 1 6 d e 1 i V e r t h e i r w i V e s 
in  preference  to  women,  and  at  the  fame 
time  voluntarily  v/ithdraw,  a jot  more  wife 
than  Italian  hulbands  ; both  are  equally  (laves 
to  the  cuftom  of  their  country,  without  con- 
lidering  the  impropriety  thereof.  I will 
alfo  venture  to  fay,  that  every  woman  who 
can  procure  a (kilful  midwife  and  yet  vo- 
luntarily permits  male  fervice  in  natural 
labour,  when  her  huil^and  is  abfent,  would 
alfo  be  contented  with  the  lervice  of  a' 
cicifbeo,  inftead  of  a wailing-maid,  if  (lie 
lived  at  Genoa,  where  fafliion  juftifies  it. 

But  what  is  the  reafon  that  midwives  are 
more  ignorant  of  their  proleffion,  now  that 
they  are  inllriiaed  by  male-teachers,  than  a 
century  when  they  taught  each  other  ? 
The  reafon  is  obvious;  it  is  not  likely  that  thofe 

men, 


♦ Voy cz  L’Efpion  Chinois. 
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men,  who  arc  conftantly  endeavouring  to 
rupprefs  female  pradlice  among  the  rich^  will 
ever  fully  inflru8:  them,  though  they  take 
their  money  for  that  purpofe  : fo  wlien  they 
have  deprived  them  of  the  greateft  part  of 
the  lelfons  they  have  fo  unjiiiLly  received 
their  money  for,  they  cry  out  againfl  tludr 
ignorance,  ^ no  lady  is  fafe  in  their  hands, 

^ SzC . Yea,  they  make  their  rich  patients 
believe,  that  'womenrcaWy  have  not  a capacity 
to  learn  midwifery,  which  isccriainly  paying 
a bad  compliment  to  the  mental  talents  of  the 
prefent  generation  of  BritiOi  females,  as 

none  but  females  learned  it  for  prablice  a 

% 

century  ago,  and  it  is  in  the  hands  of  fe- 
males alone,  throughout  the  greateh  part,  by 
far,  of  the  continent,  in  the  prefent  day. 
If  the  poor  were  as  able  to  pay  men-mid- 
wlves  as  the  rich  are,  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble, that  leclurers  would  refufe  to  inflruCt  fe- 
males in  the  art. 

I muft  confefs,  there  are  Tome  illiterate 
midwives,  who  are  incapable  of  underdand- 
iiig  the  inflruclions  they  hear,  and  leQurers 
ought  to  be  afhamed  of  taking  their  money, 
when  they  perceive  their  talents  are  not 

fuited 
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Pjited  to  the  profeffion.  The  greater  part 
of  thofe  women  who  are  known  to  be  emi- 
nent in  the  practice,  have  obtained  the 
chief  of  their  knowledge  by  reading  modern 
lyftems  of  midwifery,  and  by  their  extenfivc 
praciice.  , 

1 know  a midwife,  of  no  great  education, 
who  delivered  near  200  women  the  kR  year^ 
and  who  during  all  lier  praciice,  which  llic 
has  follotred  many  years,  has  never  bad  a 
patient  die  under  her  hands  in  labour.  I 
doubt  if  a man  can  be  found,  who  is  able 

to  fay  as  much.  ic 

That  teachers  of  midwifery  do  not  give 
their  female  pupils  fufficient  inRru^lions,  I 
can  prove;  for  1 have  heard  a le6lurer  lay, 

^ I W'ifii  no  midwife  to  1 know  what  the  os 
‘ uteri  is ; I never' tell  them,  if  I can  help 

* i^' 

Then  Dr.  Ofborn,  by  \vay  of  echo  to 
ihefe  fentiments  fays,  ‘ The  practice  of 
« women  is  much  to  the  injury  of  the  fex’. 

Snppofe  a patient  in  the  country  were  at- 
tended by  one  of  the  midwives  thus  taught 
(for  her  twelve  guineas)  not  to  know  the  os 
uteri,  and  were  to  be  attacked  with  con- 

vulfions,  , 
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vulfions,  or  with  a " hemorrhage ; can  a 
midwife  who  knows  not  what  the  os  uteri  is, 
deliver  the  child  by  turning,  and  fave  the 
patient’s  life  ? No  ; inftead  of  being  taught 
HOW  to  do  this,  fhe  is  inJlruElcd  to  call  in  a 
man;  but  being  diftant  from  a town,  the 
patient  di^s  ere  the  man  arrives.  This  is 
the  price  of  blood  ! Has  fuch  a thing  never 
happened  ? and  are  teachers  who  thus  half- 
educate  their  female  pupils,  guiltlefs  as  to 
the  death  of  patients  fo  loft  ? Let  the  public 
judge.  I might  apply  the  fame  argument  to 
every  othe  cafe  which  requires  preter- 
natural delivery,  and  where  the  fafety  of 
mother  or  child  is  endangered  by  incom- 
petent midwives.  But  let  not  women  ima- 
gine this  ignorance  is  peculiar  to  midv/ives, 
fince  Dr.  Ofborn  fays,  ‘ Men  are  contented 
‘ to  hurry  through  ^ fingle  courfe  of  leclureSj 
and  fome  are  fatisfied  with  the  loofe  hints 
‘ which  are  given  by  anatomical  lefturers.’ 
There  was  a proof  of  male  ignorance  in 
my  neighbourhood  a few  months  fince. 

A young  man-midwife  was  called  in  to 
turn  a child,  who  confefled  it  was  a cafe  too 
difficult  for  himy  and  departed;  an  old  gen- 

I tleman. 
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tleman,  fjuftly  eminent  in  the  profeffion) 
^v^s  fent  for,  and  performed  it  in  a few 
minutes. 

But  fince  we  do  not  know  that  our  legif- 
lators  will  (in  compliance  with’  Dr.  Buchan’s 
hint)  make  an  afl  to  prevent  unqualified 
praftitioners,  male  and  female,  from  deliver- 
ing women,  I will  endeavour  to  lay  down  a 
plan  for  the  proper  education  of  midwives, 
and  for  preventing  the  praQice  of  ignorant 
pretenders  of  both  fexes. 

JK'irft,  Let  an  obftetric  fchool  be  inftituted 
as  near  the  centre  of  London  as  poffible, 
for  the  inftruQiion  of  midwives  under 
forty  years  of  age,  whofe  charafler  for 
fobriety  and  affability  is  indifputable ; 
and  whofe  education,  conilitution,  and 
mental  talents  are  promifing  for^  the 
profeffion  5 and  let  none  elfe  be  received 
as  pupils. 

Second,  Let  thefebe  inflruSed  during  three 
courfes  of  lectures,  at  five  guineas  each 
perfon,  which  is  confiderably  lefs  than 
half  he  ufual  expence;  each  midwife 
fliall  be  obliged  to  write  down  the  heads 

I 

of  the  leftures,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  an- 

fwer 
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fwer  any  reafonable  queftion  which 
fliall  be  aflced  her  by  the  leaurer,  in  the 
way  of  an  obftetric  catecnifin. 

Third,  All  who  are  well  qualified  to  anfwer 
every  practical  queftion  at  the  end 
of  the  fecond  courfc  of  leaures,  fhali 
have  a certificate  given,  that  they  are 
able  to  undertake  every  cafe  in  mid- 
wifery, which  does  not  require  the  aid 
of  inftruments  : thofe  who  (after  going 
through  three  eburfes  of  kaures)  are 
not  thus  qualified,  fhali  attend  another 
courfe,  or  till  they  be  completed  in  the 
theoretical  part  of  the  art,  before  they 
receive  a certificate. 

Fourth,  They  fhali  be  taught  the  form,  the 
cavity,  the  diameters,  the  axis,  &c.  of 
well-formed  pelves;  and  alfo  the  dia- 
meters, futures,  bones,  and  fontanels  of 
foetal  flculls  ; which  fltall  be  kept  at  the 
fchool  for  that  purpofe,  together  with 
perfea  and  diftorted  pelves. 

Fifth,  They  fhali  be  taught  the  anatomy  of 
the  vagina,  the  urethra  and  bladder, 
the  uterus,  the  reftum,  and  the  contents 
of  the  full-grown  impregnated  uterus, 
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on  a inachine  refembling  nature  as 
nearly  as  poflible,  adapted  to  a real 
pelvis  and  fpine. 

Sixth,  Hereon  they  fhall  be  taught  the  ufe 
of  the  catheter. 

Seventh,  They  fliall  be  taught  the  encreafe 
of  the  gravid  uterus,  from  conception  to 
delivery,  by  Smellie’s  or  Hunter’s  large 
plates. 

Eighth,  They  fhall  attend  poor  women,  in 
any  part  of  the  town,  during  their  fe- 
cond  courfe  of  leftures  ; and  two  fhall 
attend  labours  together,  viz.  one  who 
lias  delivered  fhall  go  with  one  who  has 
not. 

[This  eighth  article  will,  in  a few  years, 
render  fubfcriptions  to  other  charities,  for  the 
purpofe  of  delivering  women  at  their  own 
dwellings,  needlefs;  fo  that  the  money  here- 
tofore paid  to  midwives  and  accoucheurs 
for  thatpurpofe,  may  be  given  to  the  patients, 
by  their  different  benefaflors,  to  affifl  them 
during  the  month,  j 

ifinth,  They  fliall  be  taught  the  art  of  turn- 
ing, See.  on  the  common  machine. 

The  le£lures  fhall  be  compiled  from 

the 
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the’ bed  modern  authors  and  leQurers  ; 
they  (hall  be  read^  and  not  delivered 
from  memory  ; part  of  them  (hall  be  de- 
livered by  an  experienced  furgeon,  and 
part  by  a (kilful  midwife,  as  (liall  here- 
after be  determined,  being  dependent 
on  the  nature  of  each  lecture,  which 
(hall  continue  about  an  hour  every  day, 
except  Sundays;  fo  that  each  courfewill 
continue  about  five  weeks,  including 
fome  of  the  difeafes  of  pregnant  and 
lying-in  women,  and  children  in  the, 
month. 

Tenth,  The  lefluring  midwife  (hall  attend 
thofe  difficult  cafes  which  the  pupils, 
cannot  manage  ; if  it  be  an  inftrumental. 
cafe,  the  lefturing  accoucheur  (liall 
attend  it. 

Eleventh,  The  gentleman  employed  to  de- 
liver thefe  lectures  (hall  not  be  a man- 
midwife  by  profeffion,  left  his  own  in^ 
icrejl  fhould  caufe  him  to  with-hold 
necejjnry  inftrudlions  from  the  female 
pupils. 

TweKth,  Every  annual  fubfcriber  to  this 
inftitution  (hall  be  allowed  two  tickets 
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for  each  guinea,  which  tickets  fliall  en- 
title two  poor  married  women  to  de- 
livery at  their  own  dwellings. 

As  the  execution  of  this  plan  will  be 
attended  with  very  little  difficulty,  and  is 
calculated  to  render  male-midwifery  unne- 
ceffary,  'as  well  as  to  promote  the  comfort  of 
many  poor  woman,  it  is  hoped  it  will  not 
want  advocates.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
all  tbofe  who  are  averfe  to  male-midwifery, 
and  who  wifh  to  prevent  their  wives  and 
daughters  from  fallim^  facrifices  to  an  im- 
-modeft  fafhion,  to  lend  every  poffible  en- 
couragement to  this  plan,  intended  to  chafe 
continental  levities  from  this  ifland,  and 
render  its  fair  natives  both  modest  and 
VIRTUOUS,  which  they  were  once  univerfally 
celebrated  for. 

Medical  gentlemen  of  charafler,  who  are 
averfe  to  male-pra6lice,  and  wifh  to  take  an 
aflive  part  in  this  defign,  are  defired  to  leave 
a letter  with  the  publifher,  which  I will 
attend  to;  it  fhall  not  want  my  pecuxmary 
fupport,  as  far  as  may  be  compatible  with 
my  circumftances : iny  avocation,  as  a 
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tradefman,  will  not  permit  me  to  render  it 
any  other  afiiftance. 

Women  thus  educated  will  be  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  pregnant  females,  as  none 
will  be  allowed  a certificate,  till  properly 
qualified  to  manage  every  cafe  in  midwifery  ; 
and  if  none  be  employed  who  cannot  pro- 
duce fuch  a certificate,  it.  will  anfwer  the 
/ 

fame  purpofe  as  an  a61  of  parliament,  to  pre- 
vent unqualified  midwives  from  praQifing. 

I know^  accoiichniJ's  will  laugh  at  this 
defign,  becaufe  it-  is  erne h eafier  to  fneer 
than  to  argue;  the  truth  is,  their  arguments 
will  be  found  too  impotent  to  controvert  what 
I have  advanced,  therefore  ridicule  will  be 
their  beft  refource  If  this  plan  can  be 
put  in  execution,  and  promoted  with  fpirit, 
I am  perfuaded,  the  great  objletric  idoly  man; 
will  fall  to  the  ground  by  its  own  ponderous 
weight  in  a few  years. 

There  are  fome  women  who  have  been 
taught  to  believe,  that  their  midwife  doClors 
have  really  faved  their  lives;  being  ignorant 
of  what  nature  does  for  them.  Hence  their 

I 4 gratitude 
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* 1 take  it  for  a panegyric/  Swift. 
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gratitude  is  very  little  fliort  of  real  afFeflion', 
fo  that  they  very  innocently  recommend 
them  to  all  their  female  friends,  fuppofing 
they  are  doing  them  a peculiar  favour. 

Nor  can  we  wonder  at  this;  were  a man  to 
fave  a woman  from  drowning,  no  one  would 
blame  her  for  exercifing  future  gratitude  to 
him;  I think,  however,  it  would  be  full 
as  proper^  for  a midwife  to  be  the  recipient 
of  all  this  obftetric  good-wilL 

Notwithftanding,  fome  families  are  bitter 
enemies  to  male-midwifery,  and  many  will 
not  be  perfuaded  to  fall  into  the  fafhionable 
fnare,  and  there  are  not  a few  whom  I have 
extricated  from  it,  by  fltewing  them  the  per- 
nicious tendency  of  it.  I doubt  not  but  all 
ihefe  v/ill  fecond  the  falutary  intention  of 
this  book,  by  perfuading  thei-r  friends  from 
continuing  in  an  error,  in  order  to  prove 
that  they  have  always  done  right;  and  By 
laying  a ftricl:  injundlion  on  their  adult 
children,  not  to  employ  men-midwives  in 
natural  labours,  uhlefs  their  local  fituation 
prevents  them  from  obtaining  fkilful  female 
operators. 

1 know  fcveral  perfons  who  have  lately 
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determined  not  to  employ  a phyfician,  a 
furgeon,  or  an  apothecary  who  praftifes  mid- 
wifery, and  I heartily  wifh  there  were  thou- 
fands  in  the  fame  mind. 

Midwives  fhould  explain  to  their  female 
friends,  that  nature  expels  the  child  (ninety- 
nine  times  out  of  a hundred)  without  any 
help;  and  this  will  be  another  antidote  to  the 
impolitions  of  accoucheurs. 

A gentlemain  (the  other  day)  told  me,  he 
wifhed  all  the  men-midwives  were  fent  to* 
the  plow’s  tail;  a much  more  becoming 
fituation  for  them,  than  the  tails  of  married 
women  ! Another  gentleman  laid,  he  would 
heartily  lend,his  aid  to  fend-them*out  of  the 
kingdom.  Thefe  gentlemen  will  now  have 
an  opportunity  to  promote  their  laudable 
defigns,  by  joining  their  efforts  to  mine  for 
that  purpofe.  No  huftand  who  pofTeffes 
good  fenfe,  can  bear  his  wife  to  be  uniiCr 
ceffarily  expofed  to  other  men ; he  knows 
that  doctors  have  the  fame  paffions  as  all 
other  males  have ; and  I can  fafely  fay,  I 
never  met  with  half  a fcore  men  in  my  life, 
who  were  advocates  for.man-midwifery  ; and 
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thefe  few  are  more  famed  for  being  hen- 
pecked than  for  their  wifdom. 

Let  wives  bring  this  bufinefs  home  to  their 
own  bofoms ; how  could  they  like  their 
hufbands  to  fend  for  a fmart  female  furgeon 
to  found  them  for  the  ftone,  in  preference  to 
a male,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  infill  on  the 
wife  being  abfent  during  the  fpeculative 
experiment  ? How  could  they  like  to  hear 
their  hufbands  recommend  this  handfomc 
lady  to  other  men  at  every  opportunity,  and 
to  fee  her  come  almoft  daily  to  the  houfe  on 
one  trifling  occafion  or  another? 

This  is  exaftly  the  cafe  with  man-mid- 
wifery ; and  yet  women  think  it  does  not 
cool  their  hufbands’  affeQions  towards  them, 
but  they  are  miftaken. 

As  a proof  that  good  mid  wives  are  as  fafe 
as  men,  midwives  themfelves  prefer  their 
own  fex  todeliver  them,  and  THEY  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  ignorant  of  what  an  operator 
has  to  do/br  them.  Many  furgeons,  who  do 
not  praftife  midwifery,  employ  women  to 
deliver  their  wives ; nay,  the  greatefl:  furgeon 
in  England  does.  Is  not  this  becaufe  they 
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know  men  can  handle  inftruments  dexte* 
roufly  ? Did  we  ever  hear  oF  a rnan-midwife 
being  voluntarily  abfent  from  his  wife, 
when  delivered  by  one  of  his  brethren  ? Is 
not  this  a proof  that  he  knows  there  is  a needs- 
be  for  his  prefence  ? 

I have  often  heard  accoucheurs  wonder,' 
that  women  can  fo  eajily  fubmit  to  male 
affiftance ; and  well  they  may  wonder,  becaufe 
they  know  it  is  unneceffary.  No  doubt  they 
will  ftill  endeavour  to  continue  their  grofs 

o 

impofition;  and  if.  they  fucceed,  we  may 

fafely  apply  the  words  of  Fielding  to  wives : 

/ 

* Credulity’s  alnvays  in  falhion  ; 

* For  folly’s  a fund  will  never  lofe  ground, 

* While  fools  are  fo  rife  in  the  nation.* 

But  let  US  hope  better  things;  forEnglifh 
females  in  general  have  only  fubmitted  to 
men,  becaufe  they  them fe Ives  more 

fafe  in  their  hands  than  in  thofe  of  women^ 
and  they  ftill  polfefs  chaftity  enough  to  em- 
ploy their  own  fex,  as  foon  as  they  are  un* 
deceived.  Therefore  I will  venture  to  ap- 
ply Pope’s  words  to  every  fenfible  hufband, 
leaving  thofe,  who  will  not  be  convinced 
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that  reafon  is  a better  guide  than  fafhionj  to 
apply  the  firfl  two  lines  to  themfelves. 

^ Some  pofitive,  perfifting  fops  we  know, 

* Who  if  o?2ce  wrong,  needs  be  always  fo  : 

‘ But  you,  with  pleafure  own  your  errors  pad, 

, And  make  each  day  a critique  on  the  laft.* 

Drr  Hamilton  and  his  obftetric  brethren 
will  doubtlefs  plead,  the  cruelty  of  throwing 
fo  many  medical  men  out  of  employment; 
yes,  and  the  keepers  of  ilUfamed  houfes 
think  it  cruel  to  be  deprived  of  their  licences, 
l.et  each  of  them  purfue  a decent  employ- 
ment, and  I fliall  be  the  laft  perfon  to  in- 
terrupt them  in  it.  But  while  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs  is  permitted,  I fltall  conlider  it 
my  DUTY  to  bear  a faithful  teftimony  againft 
the  praBice  of  that^eiy  oj  men^  whofe  bujinefs 
jt  is  wantonly  and  unneceffarily  to  violate 
female  modefty;  until  they  become  afhamed 
of  their  pall  adlions,  and  transfer  fuch  an  ef- 
feminate calling  to  its  original  proprietors. 

You  will  plainly  perceive,  Sir,  that  my 
principal  defign,  in  writing  this  book,  is  to 
flop  the  progrefs  of  obftetric  arms,  by  op- 
poling  a legion  of  well-difciplined  Amazons 

thereto;  and  that  my  secondary  aim  is, 

to 
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to  perfuade  hufbands  to  ftand  fentinel  during 
the  delivery  of  their  wives,  in  order  to  pro- 
te6l  them  from  being  thruft  at  by  fuch  fteel 
weapons,  until  there  fiiall  be  a fufficient 
number  of  women  trained^  up  to  take  the 
field  with  their  natural  arms  alone^ 

I do  not  think  it  neceffary  to  apologize 
for  the  mode  of  treating  this  fubjeft.  I have 
ftudied  delicacy  of  fentiment,  as  much  as 
was  confiftent with  perfpicuity ; endeavouring 
to  avoid  licentious  ideas  on  the  one  hand, 
and  ambiguity  on  the  other;  wifhing  this 
book  to  contain  nothing  that  can  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  minds  of  adult  females,  whether 
fingle  or  married.  Had  1 rendered  it  un- 
fit  to  be  a clofet  companion  for  women,  I 
fhould  have  contributed  to  defeat  the  end 
for  which  it  was  written. 

I fliall  conclude  with  proving,  that  male- 
midwifery  is  A PERSONAL,  A DOMESTICj 
AND  A NATIONAL  EVIL. 

Do  not  the  various  lacerations  of  the 
perinaeum,  unnecelfary  divifions  of  the  fym- 
phyfis  pubis,  wounded  urethrae,  &c,  ruen- 
tioned  in  the  tenth  letter,  prove  it  to  be  a 
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PERSONAL  evil,  without' any  further  argu- 
ments ? 

It  is  a DOMESTIC  evil,  as  it  creates  great 
difcord  in  families;  this  I have  known  to  be 
the  cafe  in  feveral  families,  and  I have  often 
been  aflved  by  gentlemen,  why  females  are 
not  employed  in  midwifery  now,  as  much  as 
heretofore. 

Your  own  common  obfervation  mull  con- 
firm the  truth  of  what  I am  hating;  but  if 
you  really  want  proof,  that  hufbands  in  ge- 
neral are  very  much  diffatisfied  with  the  fecret 
obftetric  fervices  of  males,  though  an  ima- 
ginary neceffity  caufes  them  to  fubmit  there- 
to, you  need  only  read  the  books  which 
have  been  written  againft  man-midwifery,  in  ' 
order  to  be  amply  convinced.  The  fpirit  of 
thefe  books  plainly  fhew,  that  the  authors  of 
them  detefted  every  woman,  who  had  un- 
neccffarily  fubmitted  to  the  hands  of  accou- 
cheurs, fo  that  their  own  wives  would  have 
totally  loft  their  affedions,  by  employing 
them. 

Not  long  fince  a gentleman  married  a 
very  beautiful  woman,  and  when  fiie  was 
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pregnant  of  her  firft  child,  he  was  very  nn- 
happy  for  feveral  months,  fearing  flie  would 
be  perfuaded,  by  foine  of  her  fajhionahle 
female  friends,  to  engage  a man  to  deliver 
her;  till  fhe  one  day  told  him,  file  intended 
to  befpeak  a midwife  in  the  neighbourhood* 
He  clafped  her  in  his  arms,  and  faid,  he 
would  not  have  oppofed  it,  had  file  chofen  a 
man,  as  he  might  have  caufed  her  friends  to 
think,  he  was  not  fufficiently  attentive  to  her 
fafety;  but  that  his  affeftion,  which  wa& 
ftrengthened  greatly  by  her  choice  of  a wo- 
man, mull  have  been  confiderably  diniinifiied, 
by  her  employing  a man.  This  fa£l  I can 
authenticate.  And  how  can  'any  fe'nfible 
hufband  think  otherwife  than  this  did.? 
Do  men  marry  wives  to  be  pra£lifing,-bIocks 
for  midwife-doaors .?  Women  know  not 
how  much  they  weaken  their  hufband  s affec- 
tions by  employing  men. 

• If  you  and  your  obftetric  brethren  were 
difpofed  to  be  ufeful  members  of  fociety, 
and  to  promote  domedic  happinefs,  you 
■would  ceafe  to  teach  midwifery  to  a parcel 
of  licentious  boys  (many  of  whom  muft  be 
licentious,  out  of  fuch  a vaft  number)  and 

you 
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you  would  inftru8:  females  in  every  thing 
relative  to  midwifery,  except  the  ufe  of  the 
forceps,  fciffars,  and  crotchet. 

Permit  me  to  extradt  a few  fentences  from 
fomc  of  the  books  I juft  now  mentioned,  as 
a collateral  evidence  that  the  peace  of  many 
families  is  interrupted  by  the  pradlice  of 
men-rnidwives.  ‘ * I know  feveral  gentle- 
^ men  of  fortune,  who  declare  that  nothing 
^ can  induce  them  to  marry,  while  they  are 
^ to  be  deemed  hrutes<i  if  they  do  not  fubmit 
‘ to  the  fhamefub  pra6lice  the  following 
‘ flieets  will  difclofe ; though  not  half  what 
^ I could  lay  open,  if  I did  not  think  enough 
' has  been  faid  to  determine  every  man  of 
‘ fenfe,  before  he  marries,  to  enter  a*  caveat 
‘ in  the  marriage-fettlement  to-  bar-  men-^ 

^ midwives. 

* t I know  not  which  to  defpife  moft ; 

‘ the  hufl^ands,  who  give  up  theirwives  to  be 
‘ fo  wantonly  and  fo  unneceffarily  handled 

* and  touched  by  men-midwives ; or  the  - 
^ wives,  who  are  fo  void  'of  a proper  fenfe 

^ of 

* Midwifery  analized,  3d  edit,  page  17,  of  the  letter 
addrefled  to  John  Ford. 

+ Mid.  Anal,  page  17, 


C 197  ) 

^ of  their  hufbands’  dignity,  and  their  own 
^ modefty,  to  employ  men-midwives  upon 
^ any  occafion : nay,  I fay  upon  every 

‘ occafion  ; for  when  once  the  male-midwife 
^ has  got  admijjion  into  a houfe,  he  becomes 
* phylician-general  to  the  whole  family.  If 
^ ilie  hufband  be  ill,  the*  wife  will  not  be 
^ cafy,  unlefs  do&or  be  called  in,  to  the 
^ great  prejudice  of  phyficians  regularly 
^ bred.  The  dangerous  confequences  of 
^ iron  inftruments,  conftantly  ufed  by  men- 
« midwives,  and  whicli  often  deftroy  the  life 
^ of  the  child,  or  mother,  or  both;  and  the 
^ certainty  of  rendering  the  woman’s  perfon 
^ difagreeable,  if  not  difguftful,  to  her  huf- 
^ band,  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  wo- 
^ men,  provided  the  matter  of  delicacy, 
‘ decency,  and  modefty,  were  out  of  the 
‘ queftiorn’ 

Page  22.  « Why  then  fnould  women 

^ think  it  neceffary  to  expofe  their  perfons 
‘ and  their  infirmities,  and  to  be  twifted  and 
^ turned  about,  in  whatever  pofture  or  atti- 
^ tude  the  man-midwife  is  pleafed  to  diretf, 
‘ either  in  bed  or  up,  and  to  keep  her  hu/band 
^ all  that  time  in  moke  pain  of  mind 
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* than  that  zvhich  Jlie  fuffers  in  hody^  for  na 
other  end  but  vanity  of  having  a do6lor, 

‘ as  they  call  it;  but  what  I call  an  out- 
‘ R AG Y.  to  ftnfty  dignity^  love^  and  virtueJ 
Page  40.  ^ That  it  is  an  immodeR,  an  un- 
^ neceffary,  and  a lhameful  praBice,  I will 
^ niaintain;  and  that  there  lives  not  a man 
‘ of  fenfe  and  fentiment,  who  loves  his  wife,- 

* that  ever  returned  to  her  bed  with  that  de- 
‘ eree  of  fatisfaBion  and  affeBion,  who  has 

* undergone  a male-midwife’s  touch,  as  flie 

* whofe  perfon  is,  or  he  fuppofes  to  have 
^ been,  facred  to  him,  and  him  alone; 

* Whenever  I fee  a married  woman  nice  in 
‘ fentimenty  and  ddicaic  in  her  exprejfions^ 
« and  find  fhe  is  attended  by  male-mid- 
« wives,  I confider  her  a pretender  to  both  : 
‘ I look  on  her  wdth  contempt/ 

Page  51.  ‘ Has  file  not  by  fo  doing,  fa- 

* crificed  her  modefty  to  fafhion,her  perfon 
‘ to  the  highefl  indignity,  and  her  hufband's 
« honour  to  the  fneers  and  fecret  contempt 
^ even  of  her  male  operators?’ 

Page  89.  ‘ I fpeak  the  fentiments  of  all 

« fenfible  men,  when  1 declare,  I attribute 

* the  profligacy  of  the  women  of  the  pre- 

^ fcnt 
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? fent  age,  to  the  praftices  of  men-mid- 

* wives;  and  pronounce  every  woman,  who 
^ permits  the  vifits  of  a male  touching  opera- 

* tor^  during  her  pregnancy,  unworthy  of 

* the  afFedlion  or  regard  of  her  hulband; 

* and  every  one  who  admits  them,  even  in 
^ the  hour  of  labour’ (he  means  unneceflarily) 

^ not  worthy  of  his  future  embraces,  or 

‘ worth  thofe  of  any  other  man  ; and  that" 
^ it  is  the  VERY  worst  of  all  profliiution^ 

* and  will  foon  extinguifli  even  the  praElice 
‘ of  matrimony,  except  among  that  clafs  of 

* people  who  poflefs  neither  fenfe  nor  fenti- 
‘ ment/ 

35*  ^ ^ never  meet  any  of  thefe 

* obftetrical  profeflbrs,  that  I do  not  looli 

* upon  them  as  I fhould  on  the  Emperor  of 
5 Morocco,  or  the  Balhaw  of  Tangiers, 

^ going  to  vifit  his  feraglio.’ 

Now,  Sir,  as  you  and  your  brethren  can- 
not tel),  how  many  of  your  patients’  huf- 
bands  are  of  the  fame  opinion  as  this  author, 
though  they  keep  it  to  themfelves,  it  is 
your  duty,  to  refufe  to  deliver  any  woman 
whofe  hufband  is  not  prefent,  if  at  home; 
that  he  may  fee  you  do  no  more  than  is  your 

duty. 
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duty,  and  have  no  caufe  to  upbraid  his  v/ife 
for  tolerating  improper  praftices.  But  2 
have  before  proved,  that  men  prefer  the 
abfence  of  hufbands  for  feveral  reafons, 
however  unhappy  their  minds  may  be, 
while  they  are  clofeted  with  their  wives  on 
thefe  interefling  occafions.  Men's  averfion 
to  their  prefence  fhews,  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  abfent;  and  if  they  were  contented 
with  doing  their  duty  onlyy  they  would  in- 
fill on  the  hufband’s  prefence,  efpecially 
when  they  try  the  fir  ft  pains,  which  are 
generally  toT)  weak  to  affeft  every  fpurious 
fenfibility.  Another  author  fays,  ^ * If  our 
^ women,  holding  the  fentiments  oi  mankind 
^ at  defiance,  impudently  continue  the  prac- 
^ tice  in  the  face  of  day,  fliall  we  not  try  to 
* force  up  07ie  drop  of  mc^deft  blood  into 
' their  cheeks,  if  one  can  be  found  in  their 
^ whole  frame? 

' ^ 1 wiflito  make  them  blufli,  even  at  the 

^ idea  of  employing  a man. 

^ If  any  other  man  were  to  be  caught 
^ takino-  fuch  liberties,  the  hufband  ,would‘ 
« deem  it  fufficient  caufe  for  a feparation, 

‘ DoSors 

f * 

* Thoughts  on  the  times. 
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Doftors  Commons,  See,  And  yet  I cannot 
conceive  why  he  fliould  feel  himfelf  more 
injured,  by  the  freedoms  having  'been 
taken  by  a gay  young  man  of  fafhion, 
than  by  a do6):or. 

^ Have  not  the  liberties  that  he  has  v/an- 
tonly  taken  with  her  perlbn,  removed  the 
fliame  of  a firft  violation  ? 

‘ Have  not  the  facred  limits,  that  modefly 
j^zo^^/Jguard  from  defilement,  been  profaned 
and  polluted,  by  an  unhallowed  hand  ? 

^ Accuftomed  to  the  licentious  familiari- 
ties of  one  man  (not  her  hufband)  a path 
has  not  only  been  opened,  but  made 
fmooth,  and  eafy  for  another,.  Mon- 
ftrous! 

^ Have  we  no  feeling  left  ? After  modefty 
has  flown  from  our  dwellings,  can  we  be 
furprifed  if  virtue  follows  its  companion 
and  defender  ? Infamous  as  the  adultrefs 
is,  her  crime  admits  of  extenuation,  and 
fhe  feems  pure  when  balanced  againft.  the 
pretender  to  modefly,  who  fends  for  her 
doftor  to  be  digitated.  Shame  on  fo 
abandoned  a praflice!  Let  it  be  cried 
down^  and  fcandalized,  as  every  man 

‘ wifties 
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< ^v] flies  to  prefervc  his  wife  and  daughters 
^ from  pollution.  There  is  no  pretence  for 
^ it  in  nature  ; and  if  the  public  take  it  up 
‘ with  fpirit,  women  who  are  not  abandoned, 

^ will  be  as  much  afliamed  to  have  it  known 
‘ that  they  wantonly  employ  a man- 
^ midwife,  as  they  Jhould  be,  on  being  de- 
^ tefted  in  adultery.  W e owe  it  to  ourfelves, 

‘ we  owe  it  to  our  wives,  to  our  children, 

^ and  w^e  owe  it  to  our  country. 

‘ Should  not  a modep.  woman  be  fatisjied 

* with  having  a man  in  waiting,  ready,  and 

* rather  take  the  chance  that  Jlit  may  be 

^ one  of  the  twenty  in  two  thoufand’  (who  - 
have  difficult  labours)  ^ than  pre-refolvc  on 

< expofing  her  perfon,  wantonly y in  a fcan- 

* dalbus  manner,  to  a ftrange  man,  before 
« file  knows  that  her  cafe  requires  it  ? How 

< much,  then,  do  thefe  women  deferve  to  be 

* ffiamed,  and  pointed  at,  in  every  com- 

^ pany,  who,  fetting  all  defiance, 

^ pre-refolve  to  employ  a man  ?’ 

You  fee,  Sir,  how  much  the  minds  of 

I 

fome  men  have  fuffered,  from  being  obliged 
(perhaps  from  their  being  fituated  out  of  the 

reach  of  a midwife)  to  give  up  -their  wives 

to 
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10  Tnale  hands.  Certainly  (as  Dr.  Buchan 
obferves)  midwifery  is  an  employment  moil 
proper  for  females,  on  many  accounts. 

A^^7?^-midwifery  is  alfo  a national 
evil. 

T^e  firil  proof  hereof  I fliall  quote,  from 
a book  entitled,  Danger  and  Immodefly 
of  unnecejfarily  employing  Men-7nidwives. 

Page  27.  ‘ It  is  to  the  almoft  general 

^ cuilom  of  employing  men-midwives,  that 
^ I attribute  the  frequent  adulteries  which  dif- 
^ grace  our  country.  Ignorance  has  fpread 
^ this  fhamelefs  cuftom.  Ignorance  leads 
^ people  ta  fuppoje  men  fafer  than  women. 
^ Ignorance  of  what  the  7/z^«-midvrivcs  do^ 
^ leads  modefl  women  at  jirji  to  fubmit  to 

* employ  men ; and  it  is  ignorance  which 
f leads  hufbands  (who  love  their  wives)  to 

* recommend,  nay  even  fometimes  force 
^ them  on  their  wives.  They  know  not 

* what  ftripes  they  are  preparing  for  them- 
^ felves. 

Page  28.  ^ In  thirty  years  praQice,  a 
^ perfon  might  probably  never  meet  with  d 
^ Jingle  cafe  where  a good  v/oman  might 
not  have  done  the  biifinefs.  This  confeflion 
was  made  to  me  by  an  eminent  man-mid- 

^ wife. 
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^ wife,  after  a praQice  of  thirty-fix  years* 
^ How  elfe  would  the  world  have  been 
« peopled  ? The  men  have  but  lately  come 
^ into  fafliion. 

^ In  praife  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  ho,  it 
^ fpoken,  the  women  of  thofe  countries  are 
‘ ftill  too  moded  to  employ  them*.  What  is 
‘ is  the  confequence  ? happen  very 

* feldom  in  thofe  countries.  If  men-mid- 

* wives  were  requifiteto  bring  children  into 
‘ the  world,  what  would  become  of  the 

* wilds  of  America — the  plains  of  Africa? 
^ Even  the  Hottentot  women  are  too  mo- 

* deft  to  employ  men — they  ‘leave  that 

* abandoned  cuftom  to  our  Englifti  ladies — 
‘ yet  they  are  fo  fruitful,  they  furnifh  flaves 

* for  the  globe.  It  is  a notorious  fafl,  that 
^ more  children  have  been  loft,  fince  women 
^ were  fo  fcandaloufly  indecent  as  to  em- 

* ploy  men,  than  for  ages  before  that  prac- 
‘ tice  became  fo  general. 

Page  31.  ‘ Who  can  wonder  at  the  pro- 

^ fligacy  of  the  times,  when  it  is  known 

* that  even  women  of  charafler  foon  be- 
‘ come  fo  callous  to  the  baflifulnefs  wdiich 

‘ ought 

* They  alfo  have  lately  caught  the  oblletric  mafeuUne 
influenza  I 
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* ought  to  charaQerize  their  fex,  from  be- 

* ing  habituated  to  the  familiarities  of  their 
^ men-midwives.’ 

Page  33/  ‘ It  cannot  be  denied,  with 
« tnUh,  but  thefe  vifitations  from  men-mid- 

* wives,  remove,  in  a .great  meafure,  the 
^ horror  of  thofe  intrufions  on  the  advanced 
« pods  of  virtue,  which  are  its  greatell  fafe- 
< guards — and  ferve  to  prepare  the  way  for 
^ the  addreffes  of  gav  young  men,  who  make 
‘ it  their  hiifinefs  to  feduce  married  women 
^ into  the  path  of  infamy. 

‘ She  cannot  but  be  co7ifcioiis^  that  the 

* doftor  is  u'lfringmg  on  the  hufbandP  Is 
he  not  infringing  on  his  own  wife  alio  ? 

- ‘ Page  35.  ^ Blufli,  ye  women  ot  fafhion, 
^ to  own  that  any  man  befides  your  hufbandj 

* is  admitted  to  liberties  with  your  perfonsl’ 

Page  40.  ‘ What 'undertaking  can  be 

- more  difficult  to  fucceed  in,  than  an  en- 

* deavour  to  reform  the  manners  of  a vicious 

* age?  Yet,  encouraged  by  the  confeiouf- 
‘ nefs  of  the  reftitude  of  my  intentions,  and 
^ of  the  fincerity  of  my  wiffies  to  repair  the 

* foundation  of  matrimonial  happinefs,  &c.’ 

Page  43.  ^ It  is  for  this  wanton  ufe  of 

K ^ men^ 
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^ men,  that  I wlfli  I had  abilities  to  expofe 
^ their  want  of  modefty^  in  colours  flriking 

* enough  to  hold  out  fuch  women  to  the 

o 

* univerfal  ridicule  of  the  world,  and  draw 
^ down  omthem  the  contempt  and  indigna- 
‘ tion  of  the  virtuous. 

Page  48.  ‘I  hope  to  live  to  fee  the  day, 

^ when  innate  modefty  will  be  the  charac- 
‘ teriftic  of  Englifli  women;  and  0/  courfe^ 

* when  a lady  will  not  be  more  publicly 
^ branded  with  infamy  for  the  mofi:  barefaced 

* prollitution,  than  for  the  effrontery  which 
^ will  then  be  neceffary  to  enable  a woman 
^ wantonly  to  employ  a man-midwife. 

Paf^e  60.  ‘ Whoever  reads  the  newf- 

^ papers  of  three  years  back,  will  find  m^ny 
^ paragraphs  informing  us  of  the  profecution 
c of  men  midwives  for  crim.  con.’ 

Each  of  thefe  three  authors  fhew,  that 
areat  mifehief  has  been  done  by  the  impa- 
tience  and  inftruments  of  men  and  boys, 
and  that  fldlful  midwives  are  much  fafer  ; 
but  as  I have  before  proved  it  from  , 
FACTS,  I need  not  quote  what  they  have 
written  thereon. 

And  now.  Sir,  what  can  be  more  evident, 

than 
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than  that  man-midwifery  is  a national 

evil?  Is  it  not  the  dcftruftion  of  female 

modeflv  ? Hence  the  readinefs  of  women  to 
* \ 

admit  a new  doHor  every  child,  if  their 

former  do6lor  happens  to  be  engaged  when 

they  fall  in  labour.  Hence  - the  cullom 

(among  fajliionahlt  females)  of  fending  for 

their  doQors  to  inform  them  if  thev  be  with 

, ✓ 

child.  Hence  the  elopements  and  adulteries 
among  noble  and  honourable  couples,  and  the 
little  cenfure  fuch  condu£t  meets  v/ith. 
Hence  the  immodefly  of  women  who  can 
fit  in  the  pit  of  the  theatres,  among  males^ 
and  behold  the  half-flcirted  female  dancers, 
difcovering  the  fhape  of  their  legs  an  d thighs 
pro  hono  publico  Hence  the  number  of 
young  women  who  give  way  to  their  feducers, 
after  feeing  their  mothers  voluntarily  fubmit 
to  be  handled  and  twifted  by  men-midwives, 
without  the  protcQion  of  their  hufi)ands; 
though  a more  modeft  neighbour  has  been 
delivered  fafely  (feveral  times)  by  women* 
Hence  the  improper  familiarities  at  mafquc- 
rades,  between  lewd  men  of  fafliion,  and 
women  whofe  modefly  has  been  facrificed 

' K 2 at 

* Having  begun  to  imitate  the  French,  In  midwifery, 
we  go  on  to  imitate  their  various  falliionable  leyitics* 
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at  the  flirine’  of  mcn-midwives,  and  who 
are  therefore  no  longer  fnocked  by  foreign 
invafions.  Hence  the  unblufhing  effrontery 
of  thofe  women,  who  went  into  an  open 

court  to  fwear,  that  Dr. had  often  laid 

them,  without  lying  with  them,  when  he  was 
tried  for  ravifhing  one  of  his  patients*; 
which  alfo  proves  a forrner  idea  of  mine, 
namely,  that  women  think  they  ‘owe  their 
lives  to  their  dodtors,  and  will  do  any 

thing  to  ferve  them. 

Thefe  things  are  the  natural  confequences 

of  man-midwifery;  for  women  would  have 
been  fliunned  by  all  their  modeft  female 
friends,  before  that  abominable  pradlice  be- 
came fafliionable,  had  they  been  guilty  of 
half  the  lewdnefs  which  .they  now  praflife 
with  impunity. 

> What  barriers’  (fays  Mrs.  Nihell)  ^ are 
^ thrown  down,  what  a door  is  opened  to 
^ licentioufnefs,  by  the  admiffion  of  this  fo 
^ needlefs  innovation?  Think  of  an  army, 
« if  but  of  Dr.  Smellie’s  nine  hundred  pupils, 
^ conftantly  recruiting  with  the  pupils  of 
^ thofe  pupils,  let  loofe  againft  the  female 

‘ fex, 

* Read  the  whole  ftory  in  Midwifery  Analized. 
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^ fcx,  and  wliat  an  havock  they  may  make 
‘ oF  both  its  fafcty  and  modehy,  to  lay 
^ nothing  of  the  detriment  to  population,  in 
^ the  defiruftion  of  the  infants/ 

I will  now  PROVE  that  the  educating 
of  men  for  the  practice  of  midwitery,  is  a 
NATIONAL  EVIL,  lincc  it  pi'omotes  pro- 
ftitution. 

In  the  feventh  letter,  I took  notice  of 
the  mode  of  teaching  males  to  ufe  the 
catheter;  of  the  touching  leflure;  of  fuf- 
fering  thirty  or  forty  male  pupils  to  attend 
one  woman  in  labour;  and  of  permitting 
each  of  them  to  examine  her.  We  cannot  fup- 
pofe  any  modelt  married  woman  would  lub- 
mit  to fuch  treatment  a fecond  time;  therefore 
we  will  allow  the  majority  of  females  fo  han- 
dled, to  have  been  feduced,  and  the  reft  of 
them  to  be  ftreet-pacers,  or  vice  verfa.  But 
are  the  belt  of  them  likely  to  be  reclaimed, 
and  made  good  members  of  fociety,  after 
having  been  touched,  and  handled,  and 
twilled,  and  turned,  and  expofed  by,  and  to, 
fuch  a number  of  boys;  and  after  feeing 
other  females  ferved  the  fame,  who  happen 
to  be  delivered  in  the  fame  room  during 

K 3 their 
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confinenient  ? On  the^ontraiy,  doth 
it  not  erad  cate  every  remaining  virtuous 
fentiment,  and  complete  their  education  as 
common  proditutes;  jufl;  as  a few  weeks 
education  in  Newgate,  qualifies  the  pick- 
pocket for  the  highway  ? 

Whereas  many  of  thefe  women,  yea,  of 
the  word  of  them,  might  perhaps  become 
good  members  of  fociety,  if  they  were  de- 
livered by  their  own  fex,  and  if' Tome  good 
matron  were  to  give  them  a leflure  now-and^ 
then  during  their  recovery,  on  the  advan- 
tages of  a virtuous  life.  But,  alas!  thefe 
male-lying-in  hofpitals  are  fo  far  from  being 
v.'Orthy  of  the  names  of  charitable  inllitu- 
tions ; the  certainty  of  a reception  into  them, 
and  of  lying-in  free  of  expence,  and  of  re- 
ceiving money  from  the  pupils  into  the 
bargain,  induces  many  to  take  fhelter  in  the 
infernal  afylum,  a fecond,  and  perhaps  a 
third  or  fourth  time,  who  would  otherwife 
become  indudrious  and  ufeful  to  focietv, 
after  their  fird  misfortune. 

As  I before  obferved,  very  few  virtuous 
married  women  will  enter  thefe  obdetric 
brothels,  fo  that  men  cannot  be  taught  the 

praftical 


praQical  part  of  midwifery,  without  having 
proftitutcs  to  pra6life  upon;  and  thofe  who 
are  not  abandoned  when  they  enter  the 
hofpital,  have  very  different  ideas  when 
they  leave  it.  And  is  not  this  a n ati  on  al 
evil?  What  fignifies  inftituting  one  Afy- 
lum  in  order  to  reclaim  unfortunate  females^ 
while  many  others  are  eftabliflied  which  tend 
to  ruin  them,  and  all  this  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe,  but  to  fill  the  pockets,  and  indulge  the 
lafcivious  defires  of  a body  of  men,  who 
have  chofen  fuch  an  effeminate  employment 
in  preference  to  all  others,  and  impofe 
themfelves  on  the  credulity  of  virtuous 
females,  by  making  them  believe,  that  na- 
ture does  little  or  nothing  for  them  in  labour^ 
and  that  they  cannot  be  fafe  in  female 
hands. 

To  fum  up  thefe  three  particulars,  is  there 
no  evil,  in  cutting  a woman’s  fhare-bone  in 
two  before  the  effeft  of  the  labour-pains  be 
tried  ? In  performing  this  operation  on  a wo- 
man who  can  bear  living  children  by  the  powers 
of  nature  only,  when  attended  by  a mid- 
wife In  breaking  inftruments  in  the  wombs- 
of  women,  who  afterwards  expel  the.children^ 

K 4 by 


by  the  labour  pains  only  ? In  fcooping  out 
child]  en’s  b rains,  when  there  is  no  manner 
of  difficulty  in  the  cafe?  In  cutting  open 
the  bellies  and  wombs  of  women,  who  after- 
wards bear  living  children  ? In  working 
near  three  hours  at  the  heads  of  children 
with  fteel  inhruments,  eight  hours  before  the 
pains  arrive  at  their  greateft  force  ? In 
tearing  women’s  perineei  quite  in  two,  from 
the  frcenum  labiorum  to  the  anus,  by  the 
faid  inftrument?  In  falling  afleep  over 
women,  and  being  acceffary  to  the  child’s 
death?  In  pra8;i(ing  midwifery  before  it  is 
fl tidied,  and  caufing  the  child's  death  ? In  tear- 
ing a patient’s  womb,  and  cutting  off  a part 
of  her  inteflines  ? In  writing  effays  to  prove, 
that  an  unborn  child  is  not  hurt,  by  plunging 
a perforator  into  its  head  ^ ? In  uncovering 
women  before  a great  number  of  boys.  See.  ? 
One  famous  accoucheur  recommends  and 
iifcs  the  lever,  before  the  effe6l  of  the  la- 
bour-pains be  tried  ; another,  the  knife;  a 
third,  the  feiffiars  and  the  crotchet. 

Thefe  are  /ome  of  the  bleffed  advantages 

of 

■*  Surely  Dr.  Olborn  aded  very  imprudently  herein, 
even  if  it  were  pofTible  to  prove  it. 
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of  man-mid'wifery ; and  now  I befeech  any 
rational  Being  to  judge,  whether  it  be  a 

PERSONAL,  A DOMESTIC,  AND  A NATIONAL 
EVIL,  or  not. 

I intended  to  conclude  here,  but  mull  bes 
3^our  patience  a little  longer. 

A lew  words- concerning  abortions.’ 

You  know.  Sir,  when  the  embryo  is  Tup- 
pofed  to  be  dead,  but  does  not  come  away 
within  a few  days;  if  the  woman  have  much 
hemorrhage,  fhe  is  examined  per  vaginam; 
and  if  the  ftate  of  the  os  uteri  will  permit  it, 
the  extraneous  fubjefl  is  brought  away 
manually.  And  pray.  Sir,  why  do  not 
accoucheurs  fend  for  a*  woman  to  do  this? 
Does  it  require  great  fldll  > . So  they  would 
make  their  patients  believe,  in  order  to  make 
them  fubinit  to  fuch  an  outrageous  attack  on 
their  modefly,  at  a time  when  .hey  are  not 
in  labour.  And  why  does  the  huftands 
prefence  offend  them  on  this  occafion  too, 
that  they  muji  have  him  out  of  the  room, 
before  they  attempt  to  examine  his  wife? 
Be  fo  kind.  Sir,  as  to  tell  the  public,  what  is 
their  motive  for  preferring  this  fecrecy. 

Dr.  Ofborn  having  quoted  the  facred 

^ 5 writings,. 
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writings,  I will  follow  his  example,  and 
take  the  liberty  to  recommended  thefe  two 
paffages  to  your  confideration. 

^ Men  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light;, 

* .becaufe  their  deeds  were  evih  For  everV 

¥ 

® one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  lifrht,  nei- 
^ ther  Cometh  to  the  light,  left  his  deeds 

* hiould  be  reproved.  ' 

‘ Can  a man  take  fire  in  his  bofom,  and  his 
clothes  not  be  burned?  Can  one  go, upon 
‘ hot  coals,  and  his  feet  not  be  burned  ? So 

* he  that  goeth.in  to  his  neighbours  ivife''^ 

* whofoever  toucheth  her  Jhall  not  he  in- 
^ nocent' 

When  I refleft  on  the  confequenccs  of 

keeping  hufuands  from  their  wives  when  ih 

labour,  I am  filled  with  indignation  againfl 

the  men  who  encourage  it.  I’hey  all  know 

that  COURAGE  flimulates  the  uterus  to  con- 

/ 

traSt,  and  naturally  haftens  the  birth* 
and  that  fear  prevents  uterine  comra6lion, 
and  protiahts  the  birth,  perhaps  for  feveraf 
hours;  juft  as  encouragement  invigorates- 
the  weak  party  in  combat,  and  vice  verja. 

I fay,  they  all  know  this,,  and  yet,  timid 
women  mutt  be  kept  feveral  hours  longer  in 

pain> 
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pain,  rather  than  be  permitted  to  receive  the 
encouragements  of  their  tender  hiifbandsr 
and  then,  to  make  amends  for  this  defea^^. 
the  infant’s  head  muft  be  battered  three  hours* 
with  the  fteel  lever! 

For  the  fake  of' humanity  as  well  as- 
decency,  thefe  dark  male  deeds  ought  to  be- 
expofed  to  the  hufbands,  that  they  may  fee 
whether  they  be  evil  or  not. 

You  fay,  there  were  near  forty  pupils  in 
your  clafs,  who  attended  Nelly  Sanderfon’s- 
labour.  Now,  we  will  fuppofe  that  you- 
and  Dr.  Lowder  educate  (at  lead:)  one  hun-^ 
dred  pupils  annually;  i.  e.  two  thoufand  in; 
twenty  years.  It  is- natural  to  imagine,  they 
are  all  advocates  for  the  lever,. and  that  they 
all  ufe  it  occafionally ; you  inform  us,  your 
fon  has  repeatedly  had  rccourfe  to  it;  we- 
will  take  it  for  granted,  that  each  pupil 
(after  he  has  begiui  bufinefs)  delivers,  at 
lead,'  one  hundred  women  annually  : if 
therefore  they  ufe  the  lever  on  the  head  of' 
'only  one  child  in  ten,  -ds'/accclsfully  as  your 
fon  did,  FOUR  millions  of  childrens, 
heads  mull  be  wounded  in  twenty  years,,  by^ 
ike  Jcholars  oj  two  teachers  only  ! / 

k d For 
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For  humanity’s  fake  then,  let  every  huf- 
band  infpeft  the  conduft  of  his  wife’s  ac- 
coucheur. 

I do  not  take  any  account  of  the  number 
of  ftill-born  children,  wounded  urethrse, 
and  lacerated  perinsei,  which  be  occa- 
fioned  by  ufing  the  lever  four  millions  of 
times!  and  all  this  majy  be  hidden  under  the 
mafk  of  original  difficulty. 

Again,  What  woman  can  be  deemed  vir- 
tuous, who  fuffers  another  man  to  take 
liberties  with  her  behind  her  hufband’^s 
back,  which  file  would  objeft  to  before  his 
face  ? Yet,  accoucheurs  pra6fically  encotr- 
rage  this.  Then  let  not  thofe  women  (who 
have  afled  fo  foolifiily)  repeat  it ; if  they 
do,  I would  advife  more  modeft  females  to 
treat  them  according  to  the  following  advice 
of  Dr.  Sterne*.  ‘ Was  no  quality  a fiielter 
< againfi  the  indecorums  of  the  other  fex,, 
‘ but  was  every  woman  without  diftindion 
‘ v/ho  had  juftly  forfeited  her  reputation, 

* from  that  moment  v/as  file  fure  to  forfeit 

* likewife  all  claim  to  civility  and  refpeft; 

* Yorick’s  Sermons,  VoL  2,  Ser,  nth. 
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* or  in  a word,  could  it  be  eftabliflied  as  a 

* law  in  our  ceremonial,  that  wherever  cha- 
‘ rapiers  in  either  fex  were  become  notori- 
‘ ous,  it  fhould  be  deemed  infamous  either 

to  pay  or  receive  a vlfit  from  them,  and 
' the  door  were  to  be  fhut  againft  them  in. 

* all  public  places,  till  they  had  fatisfied  the 
^ world,  by  giving  teftimony  of  a better  ; 

‘ A few  fuch  plain  and  honefi  maxims  faith- 

* fully  put  in  praftice,  would  force  us  upon 

* fome  degree  of  reformation.  Till  this  is 
^ done,  it  avails  little  that  we  have  no  mer- 
‘ cy  upon  them  with  our  tongues^  fince  they 
^ efcape  without  feeling  any  other  inconve^ 
^ nience. 

^ We  all  cry  out  that  the  world  is  cor- 
rupt, and  I fear  too  juftly  • but  we  never 
‘ refleft  what  we  have  to  thank  for  it,  and 
that  our  open  countenance  of  vice,  which 
gives  the  lye  to  our  private  cenfures  of  itf 
IS  its  chief  prote61ion  and  encouragement’  * 

I beg  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that  it  is  abomi- 
nably  indecent  for  men  to  attend  a woman 
in  labour,  when  the  hufband  is  not  prefent. 
Are  they  proper  perfons  to  propofe  trying 
pains?  110;  they  ought  to  tell  the  hulband 

when 


( 2i8  ) 

when  it  is  neceffary,  and  let  him  propofe  it 
to  his  wife. 

Moreover,  it  is  much  more  decent  for 
him  to  put  her  on  the  bed,  and  to  change 
her  pofition,  if  necefl'ary,  than  for  another 
man  to  make  himfelf  fo  bufv,  when  the 
mirfe  is  not  able  to  move  her.  Yes,  fir, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  in  the  bloom 
of  life,  to  call  the  patient's  hufband  (if  not 
in  the  room)  to  do  this,  in  order  that  his 
own  bofom  may  not  be  Jived y hy  touching  Ins 
neighbour" s wife  in  p^arts  unaffected  ,by  the 
labour  pains  : for  I appeal  to  hufbands  to 
determine,  whether  they  'could  coolly  walk 
upon  hot  coals;  in  other  words,  whether 
they  could  coolly  turn,  twift,  and  touch  a 
new  and  beautiful  objeCt  ? And  whether  the 
man  is  loll  in  the  term.  Doctor  ? Then  what 
fools  liave  we  all  been,  lb  tamely  to  give  up 
our  waves,  beds,  and  bed-rooms  to  other 
men,  in  compliance  with  the  cuftom  of  our 
country,  which  has  been  ellablifhcd  to 
aniwer  the  ends  of  midwiFe-doCtors  1 It  mull 
be  a great  crime  truly,  for  a man  to  ap- 
proach his  wdfe  before  the  DoClor  has  done 
with  her  I!  I hope  no  hufband  will  fuller 

himfelf 
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himfelf  to  be  fo  barefacedly  impofed  on  in 
future. 

It  is  true,  old  men  who  have  been  fatiated 
by  20  or  30  years  pra8:ice  among  fome 
thoLifands  of  females,  mav  not  feel  much  in- 
convenience ; but  who  can  anfwer  for  boys^ 
and  young,  men,  after  receiving  an  educa- 
tion which  tends  to  corrupt  the  moft  chafte 
morals?  What  has  happened  to  Dr.  Morley 
and  many  others,  7nay  not  happen  again, 
but  nothing- lefs  than  the  hufoand  can  pre- 
vent fome,  even  old,  dodlors,  from  making 
too  free  with  their  hands,  their  eyes,  and 
their  inftruments,  as  I have  already  proved 
from  the  condudl  of  Dr.  Smellie  and  others.. 

It  appears  unaccountably  ftrange,  that 
hufbands  will  place  the  greateft  confidence 
in  men,  v/hofe  education  renders  them  the 
leall  worthy  of  it.  What  would  a man  feel, 
to  learn  that  any  other  than  a vicdtcal  man 
was  in  his  wife’s  room  during  her  delivery, 
though  he  knew  flie  was  not  touched  by 
him?  Would  he  not  inftantiy  ruih  upon 
him,  and  drag  him  out  ? 

Is  it  becaide  men-midwives  have  been 
educated  in  hoipitals,  where  decency  is 
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''never  thought  of,  where  women'  are  exa- 
mined by  30  pupils  together,  and  where  the 
head-mafitr  of  the  ceremonies  uncovers  them? 
to  Jlievo  the  operation  of  his  inftruments,  as 
Dr.  Smellie  did;  I fay,  is  it  becaufe  they 
have  learned  fuch  precepts,  and  had  their 
morals  improved  by  fuch  pretty  examples-,, 
which  their  chaflc  teachers  have  fet  them^ 
that  hufbands  place  fuch  wonderjul  confi- 
dence in  them  ? 

I again  allure  hufbands,  that  no  prudent' 
woman  will  let  her  hufband  know,  what  in^ 
decency  a man-midwife' is  guilty  of,  unlefs 
he  proceed  to  criminal  attempts,  for  reafons 
before  mentioned.  Therelore  let  men  think 
of  Lily’s  prc^verb,  when  the  doctor  enters- 
their  wives’  room.  ‘ Felix,,  quern  faciunt 
‘ ahena  pericula  cautumd 

Accoucheurs  may  fay,  we  are  fcnt  for^- 
therefore  though  we  do  go  in  tOy  and  touch 
our  neighbours’  wives,  we  are  innocent,  and 
the  guilt  devolves  on  thofe  who  employ  usi 
To  men-inidwives  in  general,  1 anfwmr, 
your  emplo\ers  are  innocent,  becaufe  they 
have  been  told  by  you  aird  your  female 
friend Sj  that  they  are  not  fo  fafe  in  mid- 
wives* 


wives’ hands ; hut  you  cltc  guilty^  when- 
ever you  go  in  to  your  neighbour  s wife  un^ 
nece/Jarily^  ^ox  you  know  that  fkilful  midwives 
are  full  as  lafe  as  men,  in  natural  labours, 
though  your  employers  have  been  perluadei 
otherwife.  Your  affiftance  is  unnecehary, 
when  your  patients  live  near  a good  mid^ 
wife,  and  when  the  labour  is  natural;  there- 
fore when  you  touch  your  neighbour’s  wife, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  you  are  not  in- 
nocent, though  your  livelihood  depend 
thereon. 

It  is  not  lawful  to  get  money  by  impofi- 
lion,  nor  to  take  improper  liberties  with 
other  men’s  wives,  through  the  channel  of 
their  ignorance  of  what  nature  does  for  them 
in  labour,  though  that  ignorance  may  caufe 
them  to  fend  for  you,  for  that  purpofe. 

If  this  be  not  found  argument,  it  is  law- 
ful for  lewd  men  to  take  improper  liberties 
with  a female-ideot,  becaufe  they  have  wick- 
ed cunning  enough  to  perfuade  her  to  con- 
fent  to  it,  or  becaufe  fhe  voluntarily  invites 
them  to  do  it.  Can  there  be  a more  execra- 
ble aQion  than  this  ? And  wherein  does  un- 
necejjary  male-midwifery  differ  from  it  ? 

I .verily 
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« ' ^ 

I verily  believe,  Sir,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
you  and  your  brethren,  to  tell  women  who 
live  near  good  midwives,  and  who  have  not 
experienced  difficulty  in  former  labours,  that 
midwifery  is  not  men’s  work,  though  it  is 
lawful  for  Surgeons  to  afiiilin  difficult  cafes. 

If  you  will  not  noio  believe  what  I have  laid 
on  this  particular,  you  may  find  it  true 
in  the  next  world. 

Some  women,  who  are  not  very  much  at- 
tached to  male-praftice,  think,  men  are  (at 
any  rate)  more  fafe  than  ffiilful  midwives 
the  firfl:  child.  On  the  contrary,  I have 
been  perfuaded,  that  it  is  extremely  dan-  ^ 
gerous  to  employ  men  the  firft  child,  and  I 
CAN  relate  feveral  faQs  to  prove  it;  one 
however  ffiall  luffice,  which  I am  prepared 
to  authenticate,  if  called  upon.. 

A lady  whom  I know,  had  a man  the  firft 
time,  and  had  a prolapfus  vaginae,  vel  uteri, 
after  her  delivery  ; whether  from  his  lever 
or  not,  I will  not  determine,  though  1 am 
free  to  think.  She  being  as  ignorant  as 
inoft  other  women  are,  the  firft  child,  fup- 
poled  it  to  be  the  navel  firing,  not  knowing 
tha't  it  came  away  with  the  placenta,  into 

which 
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which  it  is  inferted,  therefore  flie  did  not 
mention  it  to  her  huftand  ; and  the  /nurfe 
beinp'  as  i^orant  as  herfelf,  told  tlie  do8:or 
(as  iifual)  from  day  to  day,  that  all  was  right; 
and  the  lady  could  not  muftcr  up  courage 
enoimh  to  afl<.  him,  if  her  fituation  was  the 
fame  as  that  of  all  other  females  recently  de- 
livered. The  fcrength  of  her  conftitutioii 
caufed  the  vagina  to  return  of  itfelf  on  the 
fourth  day ; a very  rare -cafe!  and  flie  re- 
covered, though  it  was  an  hair’s  breadth 

• 

efcape.  But  flie  will  never  have  a man 
again;  for,  asfliejuftly  obferves,  flie  could 
have  told  a midwife  her  fituation,  on  the 
firfl  vifit,  though  flie  could  not  tell  her 
doftor. 

Women  have  died  in  labour,  rather  than 
tell  their  male-attendant,  they  could  not 
pafs  their  water;  died  in  labour,  I fay, 
with  ruptured  bladders!  How  many  have 
buffered  extreme  torture,  rather  - than  give 
their  doHors  the  fame  information  the  firfl 
days  of  their  lying-in  ? Thofe  who  are  at- 
tended by  their  own  fex,  efcape  all  thefe 
difagreeable  circumftances : in  fliort,  wo- 
men are  expofed  to  various  dangers  and  in- 

conveniencies 


convenicncies  by  employing  the  bed  of  men 
(iinlefs  they  have  very  fkilful  nurfes)  which 
they  avoid,  when  they  have  midwives.  In- 
deed, nurfes  have  half  the  men-midwives 
bufinefs  to  do. 

Page  101,  you  fay,  ^ I requefted  my  late 
^ worthy  colleague  Dr.  Young  to  attend  the 
‘ cufe,  from  the  heginriing  oi  labour  along 
^ wdth  me.’ 

Pray,  Sir,  have  you  publiflied  this  as  an 
example  for  young  operators  to  follow.^ 

Surely  this  is  the  chef-d’xavre  of  your  art! 
What,  is  it  not  enough  to  ejed  the  legal 
tenant  (the  hufbandj  from  his  bed-roomj 
but  you  mud  take  another  drange  man  along 
with  you  ? It  would  have  been  foon  enough 
to  call  him  in,  with  the  confent  of  the  pa- 
tient’s hufband,  when  the  cafe  was  proved 
to  be  precarious,  indead  of  doing  it  pre- 
fumptively  before  the  labour. 

Herein,  Jir,  you  aBed  the  part  of  a huf- 
band, rather  than  that  of  an  operator ; for 
who  but  the  hufband  has  a right  to  invite 
another  man  to  attend  a woman  in  labour  ? 
By  inviting  another  man  to  attend  with  you^ 

you  manifeded  your  incompetence  : at  any 

ratCj 
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rate,  as  you  arc  a teacher  of  art,  it  was 
your  duty  to  attend  the  cafe  without  any 
other  profeflbr,  and  to  make  your  report  to 
Dr.  Young,  while  he  was  waiting  in  another 
room:  he  could  have  given  his  advice  there, 
when  YOU  ought  to  ufe  the  forceps,  without 
increafing  the  woman’s  fears,  by  feeing  and 
Jceling  that  two  flrange  men  were  in  the 
room  from  the  beginning  of  labour. 

You  know,  Sir,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing, 
for  one  accoucher  to  get  accefs  to  a labour 
room,  by  the  favour  of  another  prablitioner, 
as  yourfelf  acknowledge,  page  103. 

What  tame  animals  hufbands  are,  when 
•their  wives  are  in’  labour!  to  faffer  other 
men  to  grant  favours  oj  this  kind. 

I hope,  married  men  will  not  be  fo  eafily 
deceived  in  future,  as  to  permit  midwife 
dodors  to  invite  their  friends  to  handle 
their  wives  from  the  beginning  of  labour, 
fuch  kind  favours  being  too  valuable  to  be 
'wantonly  communicated. 

I affure  you.  Sir,  I know  many  men, 
who  would  have  given  you  and  your  late 
worthy  friend  Dr.  Young  a very  warm 
reception,  had  they  caught  you  both  in  their 

wives’ 
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wives'  room,  when  one  only  had  been  engag- 
ed. Had  you  attempted  fuch  a thing  feverity 
years  ago,  wlien  man -midwifery  was  viewed 
in  a different  light  than  it  is  now,  the  mif- 

I 

taken  modejly  (as  Dr.  Smellie  calls  it)  of 
our  grandmothers  and  great-grandmothers, 
would  have  prompted  them  to  cry  fiiame 
on  you,  or  perhaps  to  fliut  their  doors 
again  ft  you. 

It  is  high*,time.to  put  a flop  to  thefe  prac- 
tices, efpecially  as  you  and  your  brethren  are 
now  become  fo  bold  as  to  publifli  them.  I 
truft  thefe  letters  will  open  the  eyes  of  mar- 
ried couples,  and  fliew  them  how  much  they 
have  hitherto  been  deceived,  and  how  to 
prevent  future  impofition.  ' 

Excufe  the  length  of  this  letter,  as  it  is  the 
lafl  you  will  receive  from  me,  till  your  fon’s 
promifed  recommendation  of  Dr.  Lowder’s 
lever  fliall  make  its  appearance. 

I did  not  fee  your  anfwer  to  Dr.  Ofborn’s 
Effays,  till  the  third  of  January,  or  you  might 
have  feen  thefe  letters  a little  fooner. 

To  conclude  with  your  own  words,  ^ I 
^ fliall  experience  the  highefi:  gratification, 
‘ if  the  arguments  contained  in  thefe  letters. 
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^ in  favour  of  waiting  till  the  effefls  of  the 
^ labour  pains,  in  forcing  forward  the  child, 

r 

^ fliall  be  accurately  afeertained,  fliould 
^ prove  the  means  of  preferving  a finglc 
^ life,  by  preventing  young  praBitioners 
^ from  ufing  deftruBive  inftruments,  without 
‘ the  moft  urgent  caufe.  And  I fliall  feel 
^ myfelf  much  flattered,  if  thefe  arguments 
* fliould  induce  you  to  correB,  if  m^t  alto- 
^ gether  retraB  thofc  erroneous,  and,  I think, 
^ dangerous  opinions,  which  you  maintain 
^ in  oppofition  to  thefe  doctrines.’ 

I have  the  honour  to  be  be’  with  the 
greateft  refpe6l  for  though  not  for  your 
profejfiony  ■ 

YOUR  MOST  OBEDIENT 

HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

London, 

Feb.  2, 

JOHN  BLUNT, 
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T HAVE  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Hamilton’'s< 
^ defign  publicly  to  recommend  the  ufe 
of  Dr.  Lowder's  lever,  after  the  dreadful’ 
Gonfequences  of  his  ufing  it  on  Mrs.  Gray,, 
will  fufficiently  j uflify  my  fe  verity  again  (I 
its  ufe  in  the  thirteenth  letter..  Yet,  led 
« any  reader  fliould  transfer  my  arguments, 
asainft  the  ufe  of  the  inftrument,  from  thence 
to  the  pcrfons  of  thofe  who  recommend  it,, 
I beg  leave  to  fay,  that  I would  as  foon  em  • 
ploy  Dr.  Hamilton  and  his  fon  to  deliver 
my  own  wife,  as  any  other  men;  that  I never 
faw  either  of  them,  and  therefore  can  have 
no  perfonal  motive  in  writing  thcfe  letters; 
that  Dr.  Hamilton’s  arguments  againfl  the 
premature  deftruflion  of  children  in  the 
womb,  ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold, 
as  well  as  Dr.  Olborn’s  animadverfions  on 
the  cruelties  pratlifed  by  the  male-operators 
of  the  prefen t day. 
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Mr.  Hamilton’s  manner  of  applying  the 
lever  was  certainly  very  fkilful,  and  yet  the 
cafe  of  Mrs.  Gray  proved  very  unfuccefsful  ; 
which  circumftance  ought  to  prevent  his 
publifhing  a recommendation  of  that  inflru- 
ment ; efpecially  as  he  knows,  there  is  not 
one  profefTor  in  one  hundred,  who  under- 
ftands  it  fo  well  as  he  does. 

.After  thefe  acknowledgments,  the  public 
will  perceive,  that  I wifh  my  arguments 
to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  impartiality ; 
if  they  be  not  weighty  enough  to  Hand  that 
teft,  they  deferve  to  fall  to  the  ground  y 
then  let  not  the  imperative  law  of  cuftom 
preponderate  againfl  them,  any  more  than 
perfonal  prejudice  in  favour  of  them. 

When  men  publifb  their  own  mode  of 
practice  as  an  example  to  others,  any  perfon 
has  a right  publicly  to  ferutinize  that  mode, 
as  well  as  to  examine  the  validity  of  their 
praCtical  opinions;  and  hereby  other  prac- 
titioners can  better  judge,  how  far  they 
ought  to  be  adopted,  or  rejeded. 

Perhaps  every  man  who  pubiifhes  his  own 
mode  of  praQice,  is  a little  too  partial  to  it ; 
how  far  this  is  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  the 
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lever,  and  the  divifion  of  the  fliare-bone,  the 
reader  muft  Jtidge  for  himfelf,  after  reading^, 
an  account  of  the  refult  thereof. 

I have  given  my  opinion  the  more  freely 
on  (what  I conceive  to  be)  errors  in  Dr,. 
Ofborn’s  and  the  tv/o  Dr.  Hamiltons’  obfte- 
tric  creeds,  becaufe  I have  reafon  to^believe,. 
their  reputation,  both  as  praQitioners  and 
teachers,  is  too  well  eftablifhed  to.  need' 
encomiums,  or,  as  individuals,  to  be  injured 
by  my  plain  dealing  with  their  praDical 
opinions ; and  I flatter  myfelf,  Dr.  Hamilton* 
cannot  fail  to  fee  the  propriety  of  my  argu- 
ments, refpefting  the  dangerous  confequences. 
of  ufing  Dr.  Lowder’s,  as  well  as  other 
levers ; and  alfo  the  introdu6lion  of  forty 
men  and  boys  to  one  woman  in  labour;, 
whether  he  have  the  candour  to  acknowledge- 
k,  or  not. 

If,  on  the-  contrary.  Dr.  Hamilton  cam 
lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  fay,  he  has  no^ 
objeHion  to  have  forty  young  men  intro- 
duced to  his  own  wife,  when  in  labour,  and. 
to  have  his  favourite  lever  ufed.on  her  three 
hours  together,  before  the  cffefl  of  the  pains- 
be  tried;  then  I will  retrafl  all  I have  faid, 

L 2 and 


( 232  ) 

9j\d  own  myfelf,  not  only  a blockhead,  but 
A itranger  to  the  dignity^  the  decoru/fi^ 
and  ihv,  himanily  of  m"n  wJdvjives. 

But  if  Dr.  Hamiitoii  cannot  give  up  his 
wi  c lo  the  gentle  touchers  of  the  lever,  and 
tlie  kind  attention  of  his  forty  male-pupils,. 
I leave  his  confcience  to  di2;e(l  the  followin^:^ 

o o 

words 

* By  what  authority  doeft  thou  tkefe 
^ things;  and  who^  gave  thee  this  authority 
^ Whatfoever  ye  would  that  men  fhouids 
* do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  themj' 
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PRINTS. 

T70UR  flieets  of  the  Principal  Build- 
iNGs  in  London,  containing,  Plate 
Horfe-guards  from  the  Park,  Buckingham- 
houfe,  Carlifle-hoLife,  and  Melbourne-houfe. 
Plate  2y  Manfion-houfe,  Foundling-hofpital, 
Admiralty,  and  Royal  Exchange.  Plate  3,5 
St.  Paul's,  Somerfet-place,  Adelphi,  and 
GuildhalL  Plate  4,  Lanfdowne-houfe, 
Banqueting-houfe,  Whitehall,  Burlington- 
houfe,  and  the  Bank.  The  5th  Plate  will 
be  publiflicd  in  June;  the  whole  will  be 
completed  in  12  plates,  containing  48  build- 
ings, price  5s.  each  plate.  They  are  cor- 
re(T  views  of  the  different  places;  are  very 
neatly  coloured,  and  exceedingly  orna- 
mental as  furniture,  when  framed,  or  very 
fuitable  to  bind  up  with  hillories  of  London, 
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or  as  awork  by  itfelf.  Alfoare  publifhed,  two> 
plates  of  the  principal  buildings  in  Bath,  the’ 
fame  fize ; containing,  Plate  i,  Pump-room^^ 
Portland-place,  Abbey-church,  and  New 
bridge.  Plate  2,  Prior’s-park,  General- 
hofpital,  new  rooms,  and  Laura-place.  To 
be  completed  in  6 plates,  containing,  24 
views,  5s.  each  plate,  in  colours.  Four 
views  of  Briftol.  A very  neat  engraving:, 
in  a circle  of  12  inches,  from  a beautiful 
drawing,  by  Mr.  Bunbury,  called  Modern 
Graces,  reprefenting  three  elegant  female* 
figures,  portraits  of  perfons  of  the  higheft 
rank,  ys.  6d.  plain,  and  15s.  elegantly  co- 
loured. The  following  are  the  much-ad- 
mired and  belt  produQions  of  that  celebrated" 
humourift,  Mr,  Rowlandfon;  A pair,  French’ 
and' Englifh  Barracks;  pair,  Sudden  Squall 
in  Hyde-park,  and  Inn-yard  on  Fire;  pair,, 
French  and  Italian  Family;  pair,  O Tem- 
poral O mores!  (a  college  fcene)  and  ftu*- 
dious  Gluttons;  pair,  French'  and  Englifh* 
Travelling;  pair,  Flypochondriac,  and- 
Ague  and  Fever ; pair.  Grog  on  Board  and 
Tea  on  Shore;  pair.  Attack  and  Purfuit  of  a 
Highwayman ; one  print,  diflereni  Senfations, 
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one,  Side-box  Sketches,  and  one,  Field-day 
in  Flyde-park,  all  15s.  the  pair,  very  highly 
coloured;  allb  a very  capital  engraving  of 
La  Place  Viftoirc  at  Paris,  before  it  was  de- 
flroyed  by  the  patriots,  10s.  6d.  Alfo  a 
pair,  Damp-fTieets  and  Houfe-breakers;  pair, 
Married-man  and  Batchelor ; pair,  four 
o'clock  in  town  and  country ; pair,  Art  of 
Feeling  and  Benevolence ; pair,  Confulta- 
tion  and  Convocation.  A fet,  four  printvS- 
of  the  High-mettled  Racer,  from  Dibdins 
ballad,  with  the  words  underneath,  a very 
grand  and  ftriking  reprefentation  of  the 
poet’s  idea,  price  il.  is.  neatly  coloured; 
four  prints  of  huntings, ---BreakfafI:,  Hare^ 
hunting.  Fox  Chace,  and  Death,  10s.  6do- 
neatly  coloured  ; a pair,  the  Chace  and 
Return,  5s.  a pair  of  races,  very  neat,  55^ 
a pair,  Stage-coach  and  Phaeton,  8s.  a pair. 
A little  bigger  and  tighter,  5s.  Single 
prints,  Student,  Slugs  in  a Saw-pit,  Firil  and 
Second  Floor,  French  and  EnglifoBawd  on 
her  lad  Legs,  Comfortable  Nap  in  a Pofl- 
chaife,  2s.  6d.  An  Inn-yard,  3s.  a pair, 
Vi  fit  to  the  Uncle  and  Aunt,  4s.  and  pair, 
dreffing  for  the  Mafquerade,  and  Birth-day, 
10s.  pair,  Single,  and  Married*,  and  Modifo, 
and  Prudilh,  5s.  The  above  are  all  the  bed' 
performances  of  this  efteemed  artift,  are  all 
laid  down  and  neatly  coloured,  and  may  be 
bad  bound  up  in  one  volume,  or  feparately, 
with  No.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  of  outlines  of  figures,. 

land- 


landfcape  and  cattle,  by  Mr.  Rowlandfbn,  55, 
each  number,  containing 4 flieets ; a very  ufe- 
ful  and  neceffary  work  for  perfons  who  learn 
drawing,  Alfo,  jull  ^ublifhed.  No.  2,  of  a 
new  chalk  drawing,  both  from  original  draw- 
ings, by  Mr.  C.  M.  Metz,  through  the  vari- 
ous features  of  the  head  to  a complete  figure, 
groups  of  figures,  and  hiflorical  compofition. 
Engraved  in  exaft  imitation  of  chalk,  55^ 
each  number,  containing  four  fheets,  and 
lettcr-prefs.  The  above  work  will  be  con- 
tinued. 

FORES  has  lately  publiPned  a long  print, 
the  fame  fize  as  the  Long  Minuet,  by  Mr^ 
Eunbury,  called  Chelferfield’s  Principles  of 
Politenej's;  containing  about  20  figures, 
with  the  author’s  quaint  tables  an-d  quota- 
tions frpm  Lord  Chefltrrfield’s  letters,  lOs.  6d.. 
Alfo  the  C ^’na  Warehoufe ; or,  Belly- 
piece  Shop,  . »*cfenting  feveral  Ladies 
choofing  and  trying  on  Pads  of  various  di- 
menfions,  from  one  mouth  to  nine,  and  even- 
twins;  and  a laconic- addrcfs  from  Mr.  De- 
VANT,  Ccfiina  maker,  to  the^ladies;  another, 
frailties  of  fafhion  ; fixtecn  diftinguiihed 
charaClers  in  high  life,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
ALL  padded,  3s.  each.  A very  entertaining, 
print  called,  Efleas  of  Flattery,  3s.  the 
Dutiful  Grandfon  and  Wife  School-mafiery 
is.  6d.  each:  and  many  thoufand  other 
humourous  and  droll  prints  ; particularly 
the  DoBor  deceived,  or  the  Birih  of  a PacU 
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